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many subjects, in fact almost any subject I
chose to bring up. T unoticed in the Speech a
proposal to appoint three railway Commis-
gioners. I should like the Minister for Rail-
ways to consider the possibility of running
the railways a little more rapidly than they
are being run at present.

Mr. O"Loghlen:
worse.

Mr, BROWN: The slowness of our trains
bas been a matter of public comment for years
past. TFor a train to travel 60 miles in six
hotrs, as is the casc on the South-Western line,
is hardly tantamount to travelling at express
speed. T hope the Minister will speed up the
railways a litle bit. I would also point ont
that the tram track throughout the ecity re-
Juires serious attention. It is more or less
like an ordinary spring board, and people who
ride in the ears might quite well feel that they
were riding on the ogean wave, Tt is n dis
omfort to most passengers. I lope that,
lespile the finaneial troubles we are in, these
ittle matters will receive the attention of thosé
n charge. T am now going to enmumerate a
mmber of sebjects upon whieh T eould speak,
f T desired to do so. Tt seems to me that
wvery question under the sun can reasonably
e disenssed in the Address-in-reply without
nterfering with the rules of debate. Tt might
e well for the House to know that if T hagd
he inclination T could speak mpon these vari-
us matters.

My, O'Loghlen: That is common knowledge.
‘on could talk for a week.
Mr. BROWN: Some of my constituents
now the subjects that T Tike to speak wupon,
b may be rather foolish of me to do what I
m condemning others for deing, but as **Han.
i’ hag not been troubled very much by
e, T am going to ask them to put down the
thjeets upon which I could speak. A sub-
et with whieh T could deal at length is that
' health, hospitals and asylums. Other sub-
xets are cemeteries and ceremation, harbours
nd wharves, freezing and eanning works, sani-
\tion, septic tanks, sewerage and deep drain-
ge, and an improved water supply for the
wetropolitan area, edueation, primary, sccond-
ry, technieal and university, fisheries and
shhooks, whale oil and shark’s teeth, the
tate implement works, State brickworks,
tate timber mills and powellising works, bhut-
xr, bacon and ham sandwiches, wheat, pota-
»es, pumpkins and bananas, rabbits,” vermin,
eevil. wallabies, and white ants, prisons, bad
mtilation and eonveniences for escape. These
‘e a few of the many subjects npon which
eonld spend a good deal of time. In view
! the fact, however, that it would do very
ttle good, and would waste the time of hon.
cembers, besides occupying considerable space
CFaneard,’’ T will vesist the temptation
v dlo s0. T trust that some memhers, who have
ul long years of experience in connection with
e Addresg-in-réply and the forms of gov-
nment, will consider seriously whether the
me is not more than ripe for an alteration
our present Parliamentary system. Anyone
ho will introduce a measure to alter the
1 enstom, under which we have lived for so
any years, an alteration which in times
st may not have been permissible, but should

They could not be mueh -
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be permissible now, T will have very much
pleasure in lending him wmy support and en-
couragement,

On motion by Mr. Harrison debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.23 p.m.

Legislative #Assembly,

Thursday, 12th September, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11 aam.,
and read prayers.

" [For ‘‘Papers Presented’’ sec “*Votes and
Proceedings. |

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [11.6 a.m.]: One of
the earliest passages in the Governor’s Speech,
I observe, expresses gratitude to our soldiers
and sailors for the solid defence they have
put up in behalf of liberty and justice being
preserved to the free peoples of the universe.
With other members, 1 desire to record the
admiration felt for the gallant and stubborn
defence put up by the Australian troops, and
especially by those from this State of Wesi-
ern Australia. Let me add that our con-
gratulations are extended not only to our own
Australian soldiers, but also to the troops of
Britain and her Allies. Again, had it not been
for the British navy we in Australia weuld
find ourselves in a terrible plight. I do not
know that all of us realise the obligation we
are under to the stalwart defenders of the
freedom of the seas, that command of the
ocean whieh enables the mest distant portions
of the British Bmpire to receive supplies and
send away produets. Y6 is surprising to read
in the ¢‘Statistical Abstract’’ the volmme of
Australian imports and exports which has con-
tinued throughout the war. A erucial ques-
tion for the whole Commonwealth is the lack
of shipping tonnage. Had we been able to
liguidate our assets to the full, instead of

_being dependent upon the British Government

for financial aid in the matter of our wool and
wheat, we ghould have been able to realise the
full value of those commodities without ulti-
mately having to pay interest on advances.
Had our Press tried to educate the people, we
would not hear so much complaining against
members of - Parliament. It appears to me
that the newspapers are not trying to uplift
or wphold the standard of what we who are
left behind should do for those who have gone
to serve in our defence. The Press ought not
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to seek to belittle those who ave giving their
_ services in Australian Parliaments with a view
. to increasing the production of the various
States and meeting abnormal conditions, The

Press eomplains of the calibre of the wmen
" who represent the Australian people under
these unprecedented conditions, who have to
teel their way so as to avoid mistakes, and
whe are seeking to do their best for the vari-
ous States they represent. We in Parliament
look to Cabinet to remedy the ills of all. If
two years ago we had bheen united in our

efforts to lny aside everything in the nature -

of party and sectional interests, I refer to the
time when I brought forward the subject of
 National Government in this House, when it
was unpopular, the position wonld have been
very different to-day. At that time the news-
papers did nothing to stimulate the National
movement. It was only some months subse-
quently in May, after the Federal election,
when the then Premier,the Hon. Frank Wilson,
had returned from Melbourne, that a move was
made to ereate a National Government.” But
there was a lot of outsile pressure in that
direction, Throughout the Commonwealth the
feeling was that we should cease to regard our
partcinlar vested interesis and owr partieular
party views, and should combine for the com-
mon good. It was rather amusing to observe
in Monday’s issue, [ think it was, of the lead-
ing newspaper of Western Australia, an ar-
ticle instructing members of this Assembly
what they should do now. We were told that
we shoulll, as it were, dissolve our party in-
fluenees and sclect a Cabinet from every por-
tion of the Houvse showing the reguisite
ability. How was it that the newspaper in
question did not make a forward move in that
direation at the earlier period to which I have
referred, and then try to stimulate publie
thovght and attention towards that end? In-
stead of leading the way, the Press has to be
pushed by public opinion, The leading jour-
nals of our State ghoul? he, as the very phrase
applied to them implies, in the van, and not
in the rear guard., Tt is their duty to lead
public theught, and to cncourage those whe
are ont with every endeavour to do the hest
possible in the interests of the State and of
the Commonwealth, It is indeed an easy mat-
ter, after the cvent, to find fault. When sec-
tions of the people are oppressed, it is the
<uty of the newspapers to see that such op-
pression is removed. We on our part, when
matters are brought to ocur attention by the
Teading journals, are only too willing to
remedy any evils which may exist. The lead-
ing journals of Western' Aunstralia, and par-
ticularly the morning Press, are largely to
blame for the feeling prevalent throughout
Western Australia as to the assets of the
country and its expenditure. They are re-
spongible for that feeling by reason of their
failure to stimulate the people to further
" effort. Do we realise that we are at war to-
day? What is the position in our populous
centres? Are we as frugal as we ought to be?
Are we a8 saving as we should be against the
retorn  of relatives and friends from the
Front? Are we trying to create assets with
a view to meeting our obligations in

. [£ primary encrgy and
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the way of taxation aund otherwise?  li
., is . the individual effort throughout the
States of the Commonwealth that is going
to count. It is not a bit of use ¢

demand of members of Parliament a solutior
of the ceconomic problem. If the people
themselves fail ko do their part, it canyot be
donc for them. We must become more self
reliant in every walk of life, whether it b«
agricultural or industrialism or anything else
By depending en our own individual effort:
-we shall assist not only ourselves but al
those. with whom we come in contact. As |
stated here some years ago, we have to con
sider the three sections, industrialism
commercinlism, and primary energy. The
country eannot develop if two of those sec
tions are obtaining an advantage at the ex
pense of the other. Tt matters not which tw:
are advantaged, the result must bhe ihe same
commercial energy a
battening on industrial energy. that positior
.eannot continue for any length of years

, -Neither.ean the position be stable if indus

trial energy and commereial energy are bat
tening on the ¢nergy of primary produoetion
in such conditions primary production woul
be stoltified, and would gradually wane unti
it was no longer able to bear the burden o
the other two, which must live upon primar
production. T say again, it is up to th
Press to educate the people to combine, t
nresegnt a united front, and to do their best i
the interests of “Western Australia and o
the Commonwealth. Tt is popular to-day t
blame the "Government for any of on
failures, and to eredit our individual effou
with our success. Tt is time that we stndie
carefully how our snceess and owr develog
ment exist. We know perfeetly well tha
the obligation of the Government of the da
fa to ndvance the whole; secondly, to restor
the halance when it is out of proportion
and. thirdlv, to give facilities for develgg
menf. With regard to the first of these thre
matters, it has been touched upon so far 2
past party Governments are concerned. T
‘the past, party government, when the repre
sentntion has heen for a section of the pe¢
ple—-T do not care whether we refer to Lit
cral pr to Labour administrations—hav
looked after their political interests with th
view of their constituents backing them &
the next election, and thev did not stndy t
the full, as thev shounld have done, their obl

. gation to the whole. of the people. Hence i

was that artificial conditions were create
and this happened not only in Western An
tralia, but throughout the Commonwealth, W
had built up for the protection of comme
eialism a high tariff wall throughout Austr:
lin. That high tarif wall was in the fir
ingtance largely established in Victoria, i
ronnection with the iron trade.  There w:
not one article produced in the engineerin
shops that was not a tool of trade for som
one within onur own houndaries, There wi
searcely any export of Australian-made ma
hinery, and instead of it becoming an assig
ance it became a drag. Had it not been £
the high tariff wall, T feel patisfied that =
. would have had what they claimed they we:
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out for and that was the development of our
natural industries. The manufacture of
woollen goods in Australia should have been
the first of our natural indugtries, seeing that
in Australin we have the largest quantity and
the finest gquality of wool in the world, and
our -manufactured woollen goods should have
been in open competition throughout the
world, TInstead of that, we find that the com-
petition exists amongst woo! buyers who
come from all parts of the world for our raw
material. If capital had heen reserved for
the manufacturers to enable them to increase
their machinery purchases, instead of curtail-
ing them, the woollen industry would have
made greater advances than it has done. TIn-
stead, the raw material was permitted to go
out of the conntry and come back to us in the
form of manufactnred articles. The same
thing applies to other lines. Take leather
goods; these should stand next in import-
ance to wool. Yet in Australia they are of
third rate quality, and we find that hides and
skins, tanning bark and other raw material
are exported.

Mr, Lutey: The best military boots are
made in Awustralia.

Mr, Teesdale:» Do you say that our manu-
facturers are third rate?

Mr. HARRISON: T say our leather goods
are. If T am wrong T am very glad to be
gset right. No one would be more pleased
than myseir to realise that we were now
manunfactoring leather goods of superior
quality »m3 annal to those wanufactured
elsewhere. My experience of the leather trade
is that while T was in Vietoria if we wanted
anything of superior guality in the way of
leather belting for Ariving machinery it was
impossible to get anything better than that
which was manufactured in the 0ld Coun-
trv. Tt 38 imnpossible to obtain the best
quality of leathgg if vou artifieially stimulate
the process of [Anuning. TF yon do you des-
trov the fibre of the skin from which vou are
trying to create the leather. The eapital out-
lav in the various tanning plants under the
old Engiish method of tanning leather would
be more than our Australian manufacturers
could stand.. With regard to flour milling
machinery, it wounld have been much better
for Australia if we had been able to put the

capital that went into the tariff into farther

reduction plants for the purpose of develop-
ing our flour output, and thus export flour
instead of wheat, retaining the offal, which
would have meant an inereased production in
other directions, The political
tives of industry caused another growth
to develop., the growth of  industrial
unionism. and they have been able to estah.
lish themselves as a political entity, building
up a wall around them, namely the Arbi-
tration Court and its awards. Unfortunately
what has. been done is liable to be nullified
through excess. Tt is quite right for these
men as far as they are able. to amalgamate
and do the best they can for their indus-
tries, but if excesses cceur another unnatural
growth will take place. If the men are

honest and give a return for the reward

they receive, well and good, but if they ex-

representa- _
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cecl that, another growth will develop and
it will not be possible to resist it. If all
the political interests were amalgamated we
should derive some collective good and we
would reach our gapl in guicker time than
we would do by studying only the one sec-
tion, because it is impossible for the one
section to develop without the assistance of
the other.

Hon; W, C. Angwin: Your party only ¢on-
sider one sectiom, anyhow.

Mr, HARRISON: Tt is true that National
development and wealth depend upon prim-
ary production—I am not speaking parti-
cularly of farming, or of pastoral pursuits,
or of gold mining—I1 mean each and all col-
lectively. The development of these prim-
ary industries must of necessity carry with
it the development of othevs. By so doing we
build up the whole fabrie, and we shall reach
our goal of national wealth much quicker than
by striving for this portion and the other
portion. 1If a worker is producing a value
and is assisting to create a higher value, he
is doing good to all those around him.

[Hon. W. C. Angwin ealled attention to
the state of the House; bells rung and a
quorum formed. |

Mr. HARRISON: Tf certain sections of
our industrial and commercial life and also
primary energy are artifieially stimulated
at the expense of development, or one against
the other, we are in danger of abusing our
gsecondary power. Our Press wields a power
and it should do its share in regard to this
matter. The people of the varions sections
must know where their obligations begin
and end. Still T think if those ontside re-
alised their position we would have less com-
plaining and more would be done. I mnow
come to my second question and that is the
restoration of the balance when out of pro-
portion. It is the duty of the Goverument,
I take it, when matters of finance are out of
proportion and our various offices are mnot
doing the business they were doing in former
times, and there is an excess of energy which
is not being fully employed, to restore the
balance by either dispensing with the ser-
vices of the men or distributing the surplua
among other departments where they are
needed. I am mnot out for drastic retrench-
ment, but I am out for getting the maximum
value from those in the service. There are
in the service men who could be better em-
ployed than they are at present, men who are
not giving the maximum value T refer to,
men who ought to be put on to other work.
With departments slack, this is the time
when the best Dbrains in the serviece should
be devising a better distribution of the
officers. We have in the Mines Department
men whose energy could be well used in dis-
covering methods by whieh we could utilise the
hase metals to better advantage. We have
in the railway service men who could set
about giving us better communication, and
we have in the Lands Department men who
eould materially assist the Minister in re-

.gard to repatriation. We have other men in

other departments who could bring about
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better service in their respective branches.
Another halance whigh is ont of proportion,
and which should be adjusted, is one which
linky up with our capital outlny in adminis-
tration ecompared with the commercial valne
of that outlay, Tn that matter I would like
the departméntdl heads to be atimulated to
agsist the Minister by giving their energy,
and that energy should be recogniged at its”
commercial value, and we should not- eon-:
tinue to go on the system of emoluments for
long serviec. TIf we have men of “superior
merit, they should be suitably rewardéd.
Another balance which is out of proporkion
has becn touched upon by other members;'
namely that of our population. All through
the Cemmonwealth we have too great a pro-
portion of population in the eapital cit’es and
Westarn Australin iz no cxception to the
rule. What is the reason for this rush to
the eities? The attractions of cjty life are much
greater than these tn be found in rural dis-
tricts. Sgill another and moré important
reason is that our comntry life ig not attrac-
tive heeamnse not prosperous. Make those en-
gaged in the various primary industries pros-

perous; and these industries will at once he- |

come attractive. Ts there anything the Min-
ijstty can do in vegard to making primary
production more prosperous than it is? 1£
so, it is their duty to do their hest to restove
the lost balance. T.et me point to one or two
things that will help to vestore that bhalance,
e are out of balanee in re2ard to finance.
The man in the street iz =aying that we are
woing insolvent, that we shall not be able to
meet our taxation. Tn looking throungh the

c(Statistienl Register’’ T find that the increase

pumber of horses during 1917 was
5,356. 'Take those at the low value of £10
per head and we get a eapital valve of
£82,506. The increase in cattle during 1917
was 93,017, Take these at the low valueg of
£5 per head and we have a eapital value of
£465,085. The inerease in sheep during the
same year numbered 868,219, which at, say,
10s. per head represents a capital value of
£434,709, Pigs increased by 21,038, which at
10s. gives £10.544. The ivcrease in goats
numbered 3,292, whi¢h at 10s, amonnts to
£1,646, Cnmels increased by 526. T do not
know much about the value of a camel but,
putting them at £10 per head, we get £5,260.
Then there are mules and donkeys, which have
inc¢reased by 288.

Ton, W. C. Angwin: More than that, surely.

Mr. HARRISON: Tn all we get an aggre-
gate total of £611,421, an amount very nearly
equal to onr annual deficit, Then we had the
increase in wool over the year. According to
the Governor’s Speech, we had 3% million
pourids weight of wool this year, the inerease
as against last year’s value being 114 mil-
lions. Does not that teach the Gavernment
gomething? In.wapl alone we have an in-
erense for 1917.of 114 million pounds. For
a long time past experts have declared that
wheat growing alone is ot profitable. ' that
we must go in for mixed farming. The fig-
ures I have just quoted bring us to that
point. The present is the most opporfune
time we have ever kmown for the Govern-
ment to earry into effect the adviee of their

in the

< eollated evidence.
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experts as -to” mixed- farming. We cxpect
to'have a surplus of shéep in the near future
and 1 suggest that'the tiovernment take ud3
vantage of that And endeavour to ronder
prosperous ‘those farms in® the wheat belt
which .are ‘not doing as well as they should
he doing, and which, through thd, Industries
Asgistanee’Board, have alrcady cost the State
a gobil“deal 6f money. On such farms as have
water and ' féneing, the Government should
place a nucleus of breeding ewes. The meth-
ber for Northam spoke of this the other night
!)1\!13 I spoke of it more than ‘12 nionthg agof
This is the most opportune time’ ‘we have
k'nown_ fc_n- puti‘.ing1 the suggestion into prae-
tice. T feel sure that the terms under which
the  sheep could be obtained would admit
of their being paid’ for hy the inerease in
the next seaston’s wool, [t so the Government
wonld not be required to find any extra out-
lay. One drawback lies in our present method
of. supplying water from the - goldficlds
scheme. L would like to remind the Minister
for Water Supply that we have certain re-
commcnflations from the Royal Commission
on Agriculture. Here is a large volume of
eollated ev 1f this is to he taken at
its intringic value in regard to the informa-
tion it contains, there is nothing the Admin.
istration shonld do in respect of agrienlturve
withont first eonsulting the eovidence to be
found appended to this veport. There are
here several passages in regard to water sup
ply to which 1 would draw attention. Tu
Appendix 9 we have this— ’

We find the rates charged for water awe
as fol_]ows:—-(n) To settiers on the mair
pipe line to Kalgoorlie a holding fée of £5
'p]mg rates ranging from 44. in most case
to. 5d. and 514d. on one extension, per acre
fcnl" all holdings within 1% miles of thi
main abutting thereon or situated withh
g‘t'rchmns of the main -at the nearest point
The water is charged to settlers at %s. 6d
per 1,000 gals. Settlers pay a meter ren
of 10s. per annum in addition.

The settlers on the extensions would not by
able to get any more for their mutton or wno
than those taking cheaper water. T maintair
that a readjustment should be mede in regare
to the areas supplied by the scheme. Th
rating -has been so high that most of the set
tlers use only a portion of the water

which they are eatitled
yhich ¥ itled. The report con

The quantity of water which was avail
able last year was 30,147,000 gals., of :\]rﬂél
:&nly 1(%,92(1,002hgals. were used. The tota
es due to the department for |
period were £9,048. P the sam
Thp fa_rmers who have extensions abuttin
on” their properties are charged a certai
rate, which represents so high an amount tha
they h_ave not been ahle to consume the wate
to which they are entitled. Neither are the
in a position to'earry stock. Still they are rated
'T'htls ratig furn}:shes one reason for the settler
not getting the requisite stock f
sunption of the water. or the cor
Hon. W. C. Angwin: The
the water in ]914.g ¥ could eonsum
Mr. HARRISON: They were not ahle t
consume the water in 1914 when there wag
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drought. Even before that the settlera were
agitating to get water. When a man has no
water he will do almost anything in order to
get it. At that particular period the farmers
were prepared to do aimost anything to obviate
the neeessity for carting water over long dis-
tances. I adinit that there has been a large

capital outlay in order to supply them with

that water. Against this I should like to
remind wembers of what the Commission says
in regard to South Australia on this point—
The first is the South Australian system
which provides reticulated water to agricul-
tural areas almost regardless of cost, relying
on the indirect benefit to the commuaity for
its return, The Bundaleer and Beetaloo
schemes for instance, which cost over two
millions sterling, only return a gross reveunue
of 157 per cent. towards interest, ginking
fund, and depreciation. Another scheme,
now authorised for the west const at a cost
of £1,500,000, contemplates a return of less
than one-half (10s.) per cent.
£ any indirect benefit is going to be obtained
‘rom the use of thia water, instead of a rate
weing charged for ‘water that is not consumed
vould it not be better for the Goverament to
eriously reconsider the position? The Gov-
roment have opportunities at present for ob-
aining sheep which they never had before. I
elieve if the Government guaranteed the
ettlers they conld obtain sheep without auy
apital outlay, and the security offered by the
heep themselves would be a safe one. There
rould have to be certain regulations made to
nsure that the sheep were properly safe-
varded from dogs, by the erection of yards
ito which the sheep would be placed at night
me. This is the time when these matters
1ould be gone into. The best that can pos-
bly be done should be done for the develop-
ient of ounr latent riches. The member for
[t, Magnet (Mr. Troy)} bears me out when he
iys that nothing will give so good a return
3 to settle our returned men upon small pas-
wal holdings, upon which they would run
ieep. The hon. member is quite correct in
hat he says, and what I advocate is also
wreet. If sheep are procurable they should
50 he given to those settlers on the wheat
it to assist them in getting returns from
eir farming operations. The Government
ust bestir themselves at omece in regard to
0l storage, refrigerating plants, and so forth.
'a are going to have a big surplus of mmutton,
wd if these large sources of produetion in
¢ shape of food are not put to their full
¢ we shall not be able to derive all the
Ivantage from them that we should. You,
r, will know from your past sxperience of
eep that when sheep are fat, and show a
aximum in earcase weight, unless they are
arkete@ at the right moment there is bound
be a loss in weight at the very first change
" season. In such circumstances the State

suld be losing on this valuable asset. With-

it cool storage facilities for holding the ear-
ges it would be impossible to get anything
te the maximum value thus created. It should
: possible to aecommodate a very large pro-
rtion of these earcases in cool storage works.
" the evidence of the experts, as contained

the report of this Commission, is correct,
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that for the expenditure of £2,000 the Albany
cool stores could be rendered capable of accom-
modating these carcases, it would be money
well spent. All matters of this description
shonld be attended to promptly, and the capital
outlay that will secure our assets in the way
I have described should be made at once.
Money is being spent to preserve our wheat,
and it should be spent for the purpose of pre-
serving our meat, These assets should not be
allowed to waste away on account of bad
seasons, and if it is desired to get the maxi-
mum vajue of them, then that maximum value
shouid be taken care of. In my electorate there
is a certain mining centre that I wish to bring
under the notice of hon, members, It is a new
field, and has had to contend with variows
difficulties in the matter of flood water. The
Government should do something at once to
encourage the further development of that
field. There is no industry in the State that
will respond more guickly to assistance than
the gold mining industry. I understand that
in the case of ove mine alone, which has not
only made no return to its shareholders but
bas made calls, an income tax of over £400
had to be paid last year. Tn addition to this,
the mine has had to contend with the increased
cost of working, which is much higher than it
was hefore. Efforts have been made to obtain
a. reduction in the price of water there, and
T trust the Minister in charge of the depart-
ment eoncerned will care®ully go into the pro-
position which has been placed before him
from that particular centre. Certain facilities
have been given already. This is the time when
our experts shonld be encouriged to do whab
they can for the good of Western Australia,
and T trust that the Government will do some-
thing in the near future in that direction.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [11.52am.]: Tre
cognise that the debate on the Address-in-reply
is drawing to a close, but T feel T should not let
the oceasion pass withont outlining what I be-
lieve to be those matters which are in the best
interests' of my own particular Aistriet, and in
the general interests of the State. We have
had financial savionrs who have offered their
gerviees to the Government in all parts of the
State, at street -corners, in the newspaper col-
wmup, and in this Chamber. I think that the
position of the finances of this State is not so
much due to the war, hecause we find that
two of our main industries, those connected
with wool and wheat, are bringing in greater
returns than was ever the case before,

Mr. Piesse: When we get them.

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member and his con-
stituents have received a higher price for their
produets than they have ever done before in
the history of the State, and they have had be-
hind them the very finest security obtainable,
namely, that of the State.

Mr, Piesse: We have not got them yet.

Hon. P. Collier: You have got them.

Mr. GREEN: They have had them continu-
ally just as soon as they were due. In my
opinion the dccadence of .the gold mining in-
dustry has really more to do with our present
parlous financial position than any other mat-
ter that we may bring forward. In 1903 there
were no lesy than 16,000 men engaged in the



[12 SepTEMSER, 1918.]

gold mining industry in Western Australia,
bhaving an annual wage of 3% millions. To-
day the average wage per annum of the 8,000
employees now engaged in the industry is some-
where about half that amount, for it is only
£1,660,000, In 15 years, therefore, the wages
from this industry—that is the main benefit
that the State derives from it, because many
of the mines are held from outside the State—
have fallen away to the extent of two million
pounds per annum, because of the decline in
this great industry. Up till quite recently this
industry has been responsible for the value of
over half the exports of the State. Anyone who
like myself has lived for some 23 years on the
goldfields, and been fairly well acquainted with
that ares upon which gold mining has been
condueted, cannot but bave a feeling of sorrow
and depression when travelling through those
centres whose names were familiar to everyone
in the roaring nineties, and which have played
no small part in adding to the gold production
which has been derived from the State, Many
of those places immediately to the north of
Kalgoorlie are now nothing more than a name.
Travelling through on the railway past Kooky-
nie and Niagara and even Menzies, which places
at one time were the scemes of much pros-
perity and induostry, one can now see that they
are only relics of bygone days. The scene as
viewed from the railway makes one think of
those pictures of villages on the western front
of Prance showing how they have been de-
vastated by artillery, These places are now
nothing more than ruins. It is our duty, if
we can do so, to suggest methods whereby this
great industry may be helped. T frankly ad-
mit that the position, so far as this industry
is concerned, offers one of the greatest prob-
lems which ean confront any Minister if he
sets about affording any relief and sustenance
to those engaged in it. There are certain
methods which may be in the minds of different
hon, members according to their point of view,
which may be of particular assistance to this
industry. The richest centre in Western Aus-
tralia is known as the Golden Mile, and is
situated immediately east of the city of Boul-
der. It is recognised to be the richest gold
mining strip in the world, and in that area
exists one of the greatest mines in the
world, ‘whose supremacy as & gold pro-
ducer is unchallenged. I refer to the
Great Bonlder mine, which to-day is working
at a cost of the value of only half of what
it actually produces, even in these bad times.
Immediately north of that centre there is what
is known as the North End Por years past
indications have been found showing that it
is posgible that this part of the field may be
worked at 2 profit. Famous geologists who
have been brought into Western Australia and
have given their opinion upon the strata and
the likelihood of gold being discovered in this
locality, have advocated that there should be
deep boring at this North End. It has been
impossible for the small men, who hold most
of these shows at the North End, {o take
advantage of this advice. If the Government
are anxious to assist the gold-mining industry
their obvious duty, so far as this centre is
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concerned, is to put down deep bores in order
to prove the field. They might well go to
an expenditure of £5,000, which is the amount
furnished by them to assist in the embarkation
of the jam industry quite recently. This is
not a large amount for the assistance of an in-
dustry which has made Westere Australin. An
expenditure of this sort would set at rest the
guestion of whether the rich formation, which
has been developed so wonderfully on the
Golden Mile, is also to be found at the North
End, which is only about a mile and a half
from the Golden Mile itself.

Mr. Teesdale: Has there been none done?

Mr. GREEN: There has been no deep
boring as far as this particular portion of the
field is concerned. Tt iz not a mew proposal;
it has been hammered at in season and out of
season. Some method should be adepted to
prove of good use mnd give a return for the
money invested.

Mr. Tecsdale:
ask for.

Mr. GREEN: 1 stress the point because
the shows are held by small men, There i3
gold everywhere there of a low grade echar-
acter, and it is believed by many men whose
word is eonsidered of value that if deep boring
was instituted something equivalent to that
discovered on the Golden Mile might be un-
earthed. We find that not only has the gold
mining indusiry not been especially assisted
as to grants, I admit in several directions as
far as assisting prospectors is concerned some
help has been given, but no serious attention
has been given by any Government in this
direction on the fields in the Golden Mile.
Private parties have sunk shafts under the
idea that a deep lead must exist in Kalgoorlie
the same as existed at Kanowna, but boring
has vever heen seriously taken in hand by this
or any Government, and it is a method that
may be adopted to assist the industry. I ask,
‘“Are we pgoing to stand with folded arms,
adopting Eastern fatalism while the greatest
industry in Western Australia in the greatest
goldfield in the world sinks into decadency?®’’
We geem to lack the courage of ocur Anglo-
Saxon forbears, men who were prepared to go
and develop the country. I am reminded that
the Celts have done their part in the pioneer-
ing of Western Australia.

Mr. Lutey: Especially the Cornishmen,

Mr. GREEN: And the Cornish side of the
Celt. The Government in ¢ommon with prev-
ions Governments have adopted a method in
dealing with gold mining around the goldfields
that has not been the means of assisting the
industry, but artificial means have been
adopted which has decreased the gold output;
I refer to the embargo in regard to the use of
galt water, The position the Mines Department
have taken up is this: the Water Department,
have a business undertaking which has to be
made to square the ledger, and if the salt water
was nsed freely in the mines—and there is any
amount of it there—the water scheme would
cease to produce the revenne that it produces
at present, which, unfortunately, is not large
enough. However, it is at this stage that the
Mines Department might see their way clear
to induce the Water Department to assist so

It is not a big amount you



302

that fhe natural supply of salt water in these
centres might be made the fullest use of to de-
velop the industry. Gold is in a different posi-
tion from any other produet. It has been said,
until it has become a platitude, that gold does
not inerease in value like wheat, wool, and all
other products that go to make up the primary
industries of a State, but this fact remains,
the "British Government, and the big frst
powers of the world, have long ago seen fit to
declare that the currency mmst be of a gold
bearing standard, and sinece Britain insists on
that, there has been a discussion by many of
the foremost financiers of the world interested
‘in gold mining. Secing that gold mining does
not pay in the aggregate anywhere, in any
country where the gold is produeed, it is the
duty of the British Government and other
countries to assist in raising the price of gold,
if need be by means of a bonus on every
pound of gold produced. T reeogrnise that at
.the present time the proposal is in a nebulous
state, but when I point to the fact that in no
gold bearing country in the world has gold
mining paid, it secems to me in the greatest
goldmining eountry in the world, taking its
population as a basis, it would be of immense
relief if the British Government were pre-
vailed wpon to assist the industry, seeing that
gold is necessary for their eurrency. A method
was spoken of by the member for Menzies
(Mr, Muliany) which was to seeure cheaper
supplies. That proposal T heartily endorse. It
seems to me whatever opinion we may have of
profiteering, that in this State whose future is
80 closely interwoven with the goldmining in-
dostry, and whose present position is caused
because of thc stagnation in that industry, we
might insist, as a body, in seeing that some
method, by co-operation of the Governments
interested, might be employed so that the sup-
plies should be given to the mines at the rate
that obtained before the war. Already the
goldmining industry on the Golden Mile is
working with a shortage of labour for that
particular elass known as ‘"bogging.’? It is
usually taken up by young, hefty men who are
preparced to take on any work that comes with
the idea of learning the trade later on. And
before the Eastern goldfields gave their 6,000
sturdy men for the Front there was a fair
supply. not an over generous supply, in this
direction because it is the lowest paid and
hardest work in the industry. Since these men
have gone to the Front the oldest miners nat-
‘urally dodge the laborious work. Seeing’ the
golimining industry is suffering because of
the patriotic response that has been made for
the war, and it has been insisted that gold is
a necessary article with which to pursue the
war, the least we might ask igsimply that stepsd
be taken by eommunicating with the Federal
Government. and through the Federal Govern-
ment with the Home, authorities, to see that the
different supnlics neeessary for the industry
shoulil he obtained at pre-war prices. Unfor-
tunately these supplics which are necessary for
the production of gold are being kept for the
purposes of the war, hut T am satisfied that if
the channel of industry could be subverted to
some extent to sec that the full requirements
of the goldmining industry throughout the

Empire was sapplied af the rate which ob-
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tained befors the war, whieh amounts te over
4s5. a ton at-the present time, it would do a
great deal indeed to resuscitate this great in-
dustry of ours.

Mr, Tioy: What about throwing out the

profiteers?
." Mr. GREEN: Tt would antomatically do
away with the profiteers, We are fortunate
in this State in having the largest area in
the world of an auriferous bearing pature,
and any man would be a spineless individual
indeed and very pessimistic even with the
dark ountlook ahead of us, who would say we
are likely to decrease aud become less im-
portant so long as this preat area of country
ig still unopened. Tt is true, help might he
given freely to the prospector, and L admit
in the past there have been generous me-
thods adopted in sending out prospectors. The
returned soldiers have elaims for support in
this direction, and there have been 34 sent
out to progpect, From wmy point of view that
is the direction that has only been partly
exploited as far as the possibilities that may
give reward in that divection of effort is
concerned. T submit that nothing too gener-
ous can be done in this direction. The posi-
tion is one entirely of finance. At the same
time if ever there wag an industry in which
a sprat should be given to eateh a mackerel,
it is the gold-mining industry. When we
consider that north of Kalgoorlie there are
hundreds of miles of railway road run un-
profitably, the only way to help the country
and thosc lines of railway service is to re-
establish mining centres, if not in the old
spots, to suecessfully prospect, if we may,
the country within reasonable distance of the
line. Tt should be the Government policy to
spend thousands of pounds in this direction.
Even to-day there are being, from time to
time, new shows opened up. Most of the
ghows turn eventnallv to low-grade proposi-
tions, but there are possibilities of other Kal-
goorlies and Boulder mines heing found in
the State hundreds of times over, not alone
that we shall live to see, but our children and
our children’s children. Tt is necessary to
point to the fact that in the Cave Rocks dis-
trict, 30 miles from Boulder, there was a
discovery some months ago. At the iime,
it raiged high hopes. TUnfortunatelr, the field
is not proving as rich as originally it was
thonght to be. Still. a recent report by a
mining inspector who visited the centre gives
the assutrance that on present appearances
the shows are payable. Hot foot upon that
digeovery has come the diseovery along the
RKurrawang wood line, some 70 or 80 miles out
of Kalgoorlie. Tf we can believe the reports
heard at street corners in Boulder—where the
people are more optimistie in their phrase-
ology than are the people of Ealgoorlie—
that field has the ontlook of a Midas.

Hon. P, Collier: What does John Boilean
think? - :

Mr. GREEN: Mr. Boilean’s opinion does
not eount in Kalgoorlie, where he is renownerd
only for his statue. His political opinions, un-
fortunately, are all wrong., T guote the re-
cent Kurrawang disecoveries only to show that
at any time we may expect in this State a
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discovery which will be of lasting benefit,
which will do a great deal to restere the gold-
mining industry, if not to the palmy days of
1903, at least to a series of years showing
increasing returns of gold, in place of the
present monotonously recurrent drop in gold
production. Recently I had oceasion to visit
a distriet which just previously had been
honoured by an inspection from the Premier
and the Minister for Mines—the Northamp-
tor lead district. I inspected particularly
the new discoveries made in Geraldine, on
the banks of the Murchison river; perhaps
I should eall them re-discoveries as they
were worked in the early fifties of last cen-
tury. It is a good illustration of the un-
certainty of the mining industry that a

mine, whilst for the time being it
appears to go dewn, nevertheless always
offers opportunities. It is on  this
aceount  that gold mining and other

mining have special attractions not afforded
by any other form of industry. In mining,
there is always the chance of the prospectors
securing a big prize. For example, thie Surprise
mine, nine miles north of Ajana, on the Mur-
chison river, has been opened to 30 feet deep,
It was indeed, as its name implies, a surprise.
The party have driven 250 feet altogether, and
the lode is from about nine feet wide, I do
not profess to be a lead miner, but to me it
seems that the view along the whole of the
drive was as though the drive were through a
golid mass of metal, through galena, which is
the lead ore. :

Mr. Willeock: It is just like a jeweller’s
ghop.

Mr. GREEN: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no lead in jewel-
lers’ shops.

Mr. GREEN: There is more lead in the
compeogition of the wares sold by jewellers than
the leader of the Opposition seems to imagine.
At the 60 foot level the party working the
Surprise mine have also driven for a consider-
able distance, and the lode there appears to be
if possible miore metalliferous than that shown
at a higher level. A winze has been sunk at
this level into the ore, and althongh sunk to
8 depth of only a few feet it reveals the same
class of ore as appears above. There is also
at Qeraldine on the site of the old settlement,
where some hundreds of men were employed in
the early fifties under Captain Mitchell and
others, and where the old buildings still stand
as a relic of former days, a fairly rich show.
The great trouble to be coped with there iz a
water difficulty, the show beinp situwated on
the banks of the river. Indeed, the original
mine was sunk actually in the bed of the river,
and it had to Be practically abandoned because
of the water diffieulty. - This lead district,
however, suffers under certain disabilities.
While perhaps it may be claimed that as cne
who has no special interest in the distriet,
and does not represent the distriet, I have no
particular right to spesk for the lead mining
industry, still, being in some measure acquainted
with the sister industry of gold mining, T eon-
sider that T am merely doing my duty in using
my mutmost efforts to help what, if present
progsriects truly indicate the state of affairs,
i3 Jestined, as peopie on the ground say, to be

a second Broken Hill, - One of the disabiliti
of the distriet is the eartage, which costs 17
Gd. to £1 per tou from the bank of the riv
to the head of the railway line at Ajan
Whilst I am an ardent supporter of the Espe
ance railway, and whilst the present Gover
ment have promised that that line shall 1
the first railway construction work to be unde
taken by Western Australia—that has bec
given us as a matter of good faith

M. Maley: But only to be the first of tl
lines of railway already authorised.

Mr, GREEN: Yes. I am prepared to s:
that in my opinion, if present prospeets :
the .Geraldine lead district are -maintaine
a railway to serve that field should be tl
first to be undertaken in this State. 1 ha
national spirit enough to say that, and no
I have said it plainly. There are other dif
culsies with which the field has to contend.
Geraldine proper, in the show to which I ha
particularly referred, the show on the site .
the old town, there is mining on private pr
perty. We have had in this State peocple wi
advoecated that in order to push the gold mi
ing industry, gold mining leases should |
aholished and private property in the prese
leases established. Those people have point:
to the United States of America as an illv
tration in favour of what they advocate.
say to those people who doubt the wisdom -
the leasehold system for gold mining and oth
mining, let them go to Geraldine and obser
the effect of private property in mineral eou
try. The particular area to which I refer
owned indirectly by a member of auoth
Chamber; and the extortionate—no other ter
con be applied—extortionate royalty exach
for the use of a property which the gentlemu
himself has left untouched for the last :
years, knowing thongh he did that the proper
conld be made lead producing, proves, at lea
to me, that the idea of acquiring wealth stan
out more prominently in the mind of th
gentleman than does the idea of developir
this great State.

Mr. Lutey: He is a win-the-war,

Mr, Maley: Do you know what the royal
is?

Mr, GREEN: T have a note of it, and i
tend to write the subjeet up later. Anoth
disability under which this distriet labours
the want of a smelter in the near vicinit
At present the whole of the concentrates has
to be shipped to Fremantle.

Mr., Willcock: The whole of the ore; m
only the coneentrates.

Mr, GREEN: Unfortunately for the 1les
mining industry, the Fremantle Smelting Worl
have not the most modetnly equipped appl
ances. Tt is freely admitted. not by the pr
prietors of the works, but by responsible ofl
cers of our Mines Department, that the Fr
mantle smelters are utterly out of date. M
Montgomery tells us that to erect a smelte
at Geraldton would cost at least £12,000,

Mr, Mailey: You are merely anticipating n
notice of motion, T wish to point out.

Mr. GREEN: T shall be highly pleased °
support the hon. member, when he has mov¢
his motion, in terms much wmore ardent the
those I am now employing. I may say I a
reserving mysélf for that eceasion. The Fi
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mantle  Smelting. Works. . represent a  mat-
ter whieh concerns the member for Ger-
aldton (Mr. Willcock) as much as the
member for Greenough (Mr. Maley) and prob-
ably they will join foreces in this connection.
As indicated by recent replies to (uestions
in this Chamber, the Fremantle 8melting Works
have, gsince they were first granted a Govern-
ment guarantee, by the Labour Government,
of their bank overdraft, raised their charges
from £4 per ton to £6.

The Minister for Mines: Their charges
are now not higher than the charges in 2any
other part of Australia.

Mr. GREEN: I am not too sure of thas.
The Minister for Mines, of course, ought to
be in a better position than any other mem-
ber of this House to express an opinion; and
I must aceept his statement, But as regards
the two other great smclting works in Ans-
tralia, T am told by onc of the Minister’s
officers that at present their proprieforas must
be making imense fortunes owt of the

smelting of lead. If the Fremantle Trading

Company find it impossible, with their
smelters, to smelt lead at a cheaper rate
than £6 per ton, having done it for a com-
siderable time at £4——

Mr. Maley: The charge is more than £6;
£6 is the basis. :

Mr. GREEN: I am coming to that. If
at £6 per ton they are not making a large
amount of money, seeing that admittedly
they were making a do of it at £4 per
ton

The Minister for Mines: Who has admif-
ted that? No one has admitted that they
were making money at £4.

Mr. GREEN: They were making a do of
it, T said. What I want to get at is this:
if with an obsolete plant the Fremantle
Smelting Works are making only a fair
thing at £§ per ton, why should the Govern-
ment not instal 2 modern plant at Geraldton,
where smelting at £4 per ton, as against £6
per ton, wonld mean big remuneration te the
State whilst at the same time assisting the
industry?

Hon. P. Collier: In any case, £12,000
is not a great deal of money to establish the
industry. :

My, GREEN: No. This House never hesi-
tates to pay for such a purpose.

Hen., P. Collierr The Government gave
£5,000 to a jam factory.

Mr. GREEN: The House pever hesitates
to pay unsophisticated farmers, or  rather
men who know nothing about the farming
industry, 9s. a day for learning the trade.
That rate is paid even to farmers who have
rever been on the land before. In view of
our generous and.unquestioning attitude to-
wards the wheat industry—which at this
late hour we are told ecannot pay without
mixed farming—the fullest generosity should
be extended hy the House to an industry
standing on its own basis and merely asking
for & fair crack of the whip and fair play.
Nothing short of smelting works at Gerald-
ton—that-is, provided the lodes are'likely to
continne—shounld satisfy Parliament ds ade-
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quate assistance to the lead industry. I have
here an invoice, or a statement, furnished by
the Fremantle Trading Company to one of
the parties engaged in lead mining along the
baoks of the Murchison river; and let me
add, in passing, that there arc at least 15 or
20 shows in that distriet which are on good

‘lead besides those shows which I have par-

ticularly mentioned. The party I refer to
have received from the general manager of
the Premantle Trading company. a statenient
showing the Londen Metal Exchange dedue-
tions. Those deduetions, which are at per
ton, comprise the following items:—

2 digcount 13s.; 12 lbs. draughtage,
3s. 3d.; weighing, 94.; 14 days interest at
§ per cent., 1s. 2d.; insurance, 1lls.; total,
£1 11s. 24,

The amount of £1 11s. 2d. for a start is
saddled on every ton of ore that is shipped
to Fremantle. That is the arrangement with
the London Metal Exchange, probably made
by that living wonder, Billy Hughes.

The. Minister for Worlks: Who is that
pentleman?

Mr. GREEN: There is a William Hughes
—whom we must not confnse with William
Morris Hughes—now engaged in mining a
good show north of the Murchison river, He
has no connection whatever, and is anxions
to make the fact clear, with the notorious
Billy Hughes, who has set this country by
the ears and who is at present in the Old
Country where I hope he will always re-
main., As I was saying, there is £1 Ils. 24,
dedneted from every tom by the TLondon
Metal Exchange, These invoices or state-
ments which I have wounld puzzle even a
Philadelphian lawyer if he attempted to un-
ravel them, I have spent a good deal of time
over them. There were 8 tons 19cwt. and a

few o0dd pounds sent to Fremantle. That
quantity was reduced to 5,634 tons and
smelted. The price paid was £30, the

amount of deduction was £1 1la, 2d4. in ae-
cordance with Mr. Billy Hughes’ scheme, and
in addition there were other charges. There
was 80 per cent. advance on the £106 1s. 54.,
the amount secured as a return being £84
17s, 2d. The freight on the railways was
£7 10s., which amounted to 16s. a ton. That
is not a heavy charge. There was 2s 6d.
for bags and another lot of bags supplied

on the 23rd ecame to £1 11s. 63. There
wada a  stil further lot of bags sup-
plied and the total. was £10. That

was not the end of it; they also arranged
a few mora changes, Here is a more detailed
statement which shows that this eompany
charges £6 per ton for smelting for all ore
70 per cent, and over., On every unit, or
fraction of unit, that the ore goes below 70
per cent,, 1s, per unit iz charged on the cost
of smelting, but by an obverse rule, if we
send along one worth 80 per cent.,, there
shonuld be a reduction in the smelting charges.
This even-handed sort of justice, however,
does not ‘appear to appeal to the Fremantle
Trading Ce. What they canmnot get on the
merry-go-round they get on the swing boat.
Tri the particular instance wnder review they
bring in the aszay value as 9.9, that is, &
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tenth of a unit under the 70, and for that
one-tenth they conveniently charge ls. per
ton for smelting., There is also another com-
plaint to make with regard to the Fremantle
Smelting Co.,, and it 18 that they take mo
notice whatever of the railway weights when
supplying the prospector with the weight of
the ore they receive.

The Minigter for Mines: Would you expeect
them to?

Mr. GREEN: [ should say there should be
& check,

The Minister for Mines: They have their
man there to check the ore when it is Dheing
weighed.

Mr. GREEN: If that is so 1 am pleased to
hear it.

The Minister for Mines: The balances have
been shown to the member for Geraldton and
the member for Greenongh; they know.

My, GREEN: The miners up there did not
geem to know that when they mentioned this
matter to me as one of their complaints, Tu
fact, they were very sore abont it

The Minister for Mines: They have their
representative there.

Mr, GREEN: I am pleased to hear that;
T will make further inquiries about it.

Mr. Maley: You said they were very sore;
that is not so. The prospectors are very well
satigfied with the treatment they have been
receiving, except so far as the ¢harges are
concerned.

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member was there
with a Ministerial party, no doubt digpensing
wine. T got my information from hardy pras-
pectors. I met several of them and they made
this a matter of complaint, and I +took a
speeial note of it. To go back to my figures.
‘There is a balanee, therefore, out of some-
thing for which they should receive £108,
but by the time the Fremantle Trading Co.
have done with it, the amount is considerably
reduced. Freight, bags, and interest amount
to £11 17s. 11d. on a small parcel of about
eight tons, With the London Metal Ex-
change deduction, the smelting amounts to
£20 17s. 11d., and altogether the charges
made are snch that unless a Government
smelter is established, the low grade shows
will stand no chance at all

Mr, Maley: They are high grade shows at
Geraldine.

Mr. GREEN: Not sll. Daoes the hon. mem-
ber mean that no smelter is required up
‘there, and that the Fremantle Smelting Co.
should be able to exploit the prospector as
they have done in the past? A lot of the
shows there are not being worked and the
distriet conld be materially asgisted, and
given a greater lease of life, if the Govern-
ment erected a smelter there. They cannoat
possibly be expected to pay their way unless
-there are cheaper charges for smelting. Of
.courge it is possible for a mine like the Sur-
prise to pay, but what we have to do is to
assist the showa which are not as rich as
‘the Surprise. I eannot close my remarks
without making some reference to the amount
of industrial disease which is manifesting it-
self on the Golden Mile. I am mnot always
in aecord with the Kalgoorlie Council and
the conference of local bodies when they
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deal with subjects of local interest, because
there are some gentlemen who are members
of those bodies who are not always temperate
in their language, and whose knowledge is
not alwayes as sound as that which we might
expect from members of Parliament such as
ourselves. It is always our duty to weigh
any remarks which may b%e made in any dis-
trict with the view of discovering what sub-
stratum of truth there may he in them. A
complaint hus been made with vegard to
Wooroloo Sanatoriom as being the one place
which should be retained for treating the
lung disease which is rebbing the Golden Mile
of its young mauvhood. 1 knew that a large
number of the miners themselves would far
soener go anywhere than to Wooroloo to be
treated, They perfectly detest the idea of
going there. [ (do not say that the sanator-
inm should be closed down, beeause it is one -
of the most modern buildings of its kind
in the world, but men who are accustomed
to the sunshine of the goldfields will not go
to Wooroloo where for seven months of the
year the sky is overcast and the effect is de-
pressing on the patient. So much is that so
that it has a reflex action on the eondition of
the sufferer, and that has been proved by the
mortality amongst goldfields miners who have
entercd the Wooroloe Sanatorium. There are
very few miners who are discharged perman-
ently, or even temporarily cured.

Mr, Harrison: Ts not that largely due to
the fact that patients are sent to the institn-
tion when they are beyond all aid?

Mr. GREEN: Our cxperience of Coolgardie
wag that the patients there lived for a long
period, while a great number of them left
the institution. T asked certain questions
recently with regard to the mortality at
Wooroleo and Coolgardie, and the Premier,
nnjusgtly I think, agked me to put my questions
in the form of a notice of motion for a re-
turn, and as such it appears on the Notice
Paper. We know enough of the procedure
of thia House to lead us to believe that the
information which I seok will never be sup-
plied. Tnless there is semething to hide with
regard to the position at Wooroloo, the Pre-
mier should be frank and not deny the Heuse
the information whieh we are entitled to have.
I am in accord with the agitation on the gold-
fields that some of the congestion existing at
Wooroloo should be relieved by sending gold-
fields patients to Coolgardie. A small camp
could be established there at slight expense.
No costly buildings would be required, for we
know that tents are as good as more sub-
stantial buildings for the treatment of con-
sumption, With a medical officer in atiend-
ance the results would be far more satisfactory
in the case of young fellows who have con-
tracted the disease on the mines and who do
not like the idea of going to Wooroloo.

Mr. Teesdale: It is a pity that was not dis-
covered before so mueh money was put into
the sanatorium at Wooraloo,

Mr. GREEN: Tt must be remembered that
Coolgardie did not suit the requirements of the
whole of the State.  Coolgardie is far re-
moved from the metropolitan area, and many
of the consumptive patients in the metropolitan
area de¢ not like the climate of the goldfields.
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To such patients their incarceration in Wooro-
los would not have the baneful effect upon
their mental condition which i3 experienced by
young men from the goldfields. '

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The gquestion’ of
whéther the people of the coastal distriets
liked or distiked going to Coolgardie had no-
thing to do with the establishment of the
sanatorivm at Wooroloo,

Mr. GREEN: There has always been a
marked difference of opinion respeeting the
site at Wooroleo. The men of the
goldfields de mnot like going to Woor-
oloo. They dislike the foggy conditions
there to be found, conditions- to which
they are not accustomed. To leave a somewhat
dreary subject, let me say that in common
with other members on this gide I disagree
with the idea of the appointment of three
commigsioners for the railways. OQur railways
will never pay until we get closer settlement
along existing lines, and the only way to bring
that about is, by impesing a tax on unimproved
valués. This will not hurt the farmers, but
will have the direct effect of encouraging

closer settlement along the existing lines, and:

we shall not then be in the unenviable position
of having 91 people for every mile of railway,
against the Eastern States’ average of 296.

Mr, NAIRN (Swan} [1248 p.m.]: In the
opening paragraph of His Excelleney ’s Speech
were some words which expressed the feelings
of His Excellency towards us, and I think we
are justified in reciproeating those words. His
Exeellency said—

During the first few months of the present
year our Empire and its faithful Allies
passed through dark days of biiter adversity
and deep anxiety.

We should not forget the trials through which
this Empire, and we as part of it, have passed
during the present year. There is another
aspect of it, for the Speech continues—

During the past few weeks changes have
com¢ more momentous than any that had
previously been recorded during the four
loug years of war,

Had there not been justification for those
words T am inclined to think that the attain-
ment of many of our objeets would have been
definitely held in abeyanee. I am sure I am
expressing the sentiments of all members when
I say that for the first time one can clearly
see some ray of hope ahead, hope that this
terrible eonflict will soon cease and that we
shall then be able to make definite attempts
to restore our shattered fortunes, while the
habits of the people return to nermal, T rea-
lise the tremendous difficulties of all men hold-
ing responsible positions at the present time,
and so any remarks I may make will not be
of hypercritical character,  However well it
may serve party purposes to attack and at-
tempt to politically destroy the other side,
these attacks can have no useful purpose at
the present juncture. Much as we desire to
see greater energies displayed in all public ae-
tivities, we fully realise the tremendous bur-
den being carried and the resistance opposed
to any progress at present. On the question
of finanee it is not my intention to make any
lengthy remarks. We have heen well catechised

.. [ASSEMBLY.)

as to the unfortunate financial position of the-
State, bnt I am safe in saying that in most
other respects the people of this State, and
indeed of Australia, bave reason to be in-
teusely grateful.  Notwitkstanding  our
financial position, we are living to-day umder
happier conditions thah perhaps any other
people in the world, We must not indulge in
nndue complaining because we find that in
comumon with most other people our finances
are not quite us we would like them.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair,]

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Is that the reason
why we are all happy here?

Mr. NAIRN: I do not koow what hap-
piness the hon. member may enjoy, but so
far as I ¢an see it is not very much, because-
he always has the same sad, com'plaining
expression on his face. What I have said
does not in any way relieve the Government
of their obligations to the people; to use al}
their energics in an endeavour to improve
the existing condition of things. I believe:
that a great deal has been done, but I main-
tain that more can be done and will be done.
Before I shall have finished it will be my
privilege to mention one or two directions in
which I think reform may be made. Ou the
question of repatriation, I have no desire-
to go over the debate, but T uoticed that
throughtout the whole course of the diseussion
and in the conrse of all the charges levelled
against the Government from outside the-
ilouge, not one shred of assistance was
offered, It seems as if those who desire to
dethrone the Government—I speak partieu-
larly of those outside the House—take up a
subject which, in the words of the leader of
the Opposition, should be abeve party poli-
ties. In an endeavour to destroy a Govern.
ment which they have never assisted, those-
people have no hesitation in dragging in a
question which fair-minded men regard as
almost sacred, namely, the treatment of the
soldiers who have done so much for us,
Throughout the whole course of the Address-
in-reply debate no attempt has been made
by the critics of the Government to assist
Ministers in handling this question of repat-
riation, which the eritics say is a nom-party
one.

Hon, P. Collier: The hon. member is not
quite correct. In my refarence to the subject
T said that the policy enunciated by the Pre-
mier was an excellent one and would meet
the sitnation. My complaint was that ne
effect had been given fo it.

AMr. NAIRN: Well, T am pleased to ex-
empt the leader of the Opposition.

Hon. P. Collier: T still think the policy
enunciated bv the Premier is a good one.

Mr, NAIRN: Apart from this, no word of
assistance has been offered to the Govern-
ment, From that fact I can only conclude
that those who were responsible for the at-
tacks on the Government have only one de-
sire, namely, to destroy the Government with
any weapon whatever at hand. The repat-
riation problem is a tremendous one. We
Tave only 300,000 people in the State, and
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it we are to repatriate even ten per ceut, of
bur retnrned soldiers it will cost the country
‘anything hetween 214 and three milion
pounds. The expenditure of a huge sum like
‘that should be approached with the greatest
possible care and eantion,

"Hon, P. Collier: Do you mean this State
alone?

Mr, NAIRN: Yes. If ten per cent. of our
‘men are to be repatriate@ it will cost the
State the sum I have mentioned. I am with
‘the Government in their attitude of cantion
in handling so tremendeus and difficult a pro-
blem. As far as I can learn, the Government
“have done reasonably well, even as compared
with the Governments of the Kastern States.
I believe that to the Queensland Government
must go the credit of having dome more than
any other State Government for the returned
soldiers, but next in order to that of Queens-
Jand our Government have done the most
for the rveturned soldiers, To say that the
tiovernment have not their hearts in  this
probiem is not stating the fact as we see it.
I do not think the Government have adopted
‘any but the most sympathetic attitnde to-
wards any returned soldier applying for
land, and consequently I am not prepared to
believe that it would be in the interests of
the country to destroy the Government be-
cause of their attitude on this question.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Your vote showed
that.

Mr, NAIRN: Certainly, T am not ashamed
of my vote. It always will show what T be-
lieve. I want again to emphasise the neces-
sity for the greatest possible eaution in
handling this problem.

Hon. P. Collier; If delay means eaution,
we are getting caution.

Mf, NATRN: I am not going fo suggest
that there should be delay. The leader of the
Opposition can do that if he likes. There has
been a reasonable amount of cantion exercised,
which to those not in sympathy with the move-
ment may be construed into delay. There is
in some things a distinetion withont a differ-
rence. There is no evidence of the Government
having adopted an indifferent attitude towards

‘ this question, I would, however, impress upon
the Government the ncecessity for cautiously,
carefully, and deliberately handling all these
cases on their merits, not so much the actual
cases of the soldiers themselves, but the vari-
oug loealities in which they are to be placed.
They should exercise this eaution unless they
want to land the State into a very diffienlt
position. With all due respect to the member
for Albany (3Mr, H. Robinson), who has
voieed his opinion so loudly in snpport of the
seheme mentioned: by the member for Northam
(Hon. J. Mitchell), I hope the Government will
not attempt to develop that primitive eountry
by means of our returned men. As one who
has spent many years of his life in the pion-
ecred parts of Anstralia, which are perhaps
more similar to the primitive country T have
mentioned than any othar part of the Common-
wealth, T aay that whoever goes there will find
that the results of his labour will only he
Teaped by another generation. If this country
was the only part of the State into which we
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might send - our, returned soldiers, it would be

a_ different matter.. There are, however, hun-
dreds of thovsands of acres in various parts
of this State- which could. be and should be
used -for this purpose. We do not want to send
these men into inhospitable regions, or to deny
them those social surroundings which men who
have lived together and erjoyed each others
society abioad have so much appreciated. We
do not want te send them to remote and far
back places where they will be called upoun
to go through all the hardships of pioneering.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: We are with you, but
the Government are not in favour of this.
They approved -of that scheme.

Hou. F. E. 8, Willmett {(Honorary Minister) :
Under very ifferent condlitions and ecireum-
stances, :

Mr. NAIRN: 1 do not care what Govern-
ments are in favonr of such a schewe, but 1
do say that it is to the eredit of the present
Government that they should have realised the
mistake that was about to be made. Because
a niistake is made, that is no reason why others
coming after should perpetuate it, It is to
the credit of the Government that they dis-
covered the mistake and alopted another
course, as they have done. A gool deal of
criticism has been levelled at Ministers by cer-
tain hon. members because of the attitude ot
the Government towards the secondary indus-
tries of the State. This eriticism was absurd
and unreasonable, and showed the iguorance
of certain hon. members concerning the atti-
tude of Ministers in their attempt to develop
our secondary industries. There is no shadow
ot doubt that it shoulil be the pelicy of every
(Government {0 attempt as far as reasenably
possible to develop those industries in the
State whieh are capable of being developed.
This is a principle which should be adopted
by every Administration. Tt is my desire to
deal with one industry in partieular, and with
the criticiem which was offered upon the sat-
tempt of the Government to establish it here.
I refer to the jam industry. The member for
Perth, and T am sorry to say his sentiments
were echoed by the leader of the Opposition,
made the remark

Mr. SPEAKER: TIs the hon. member reading
from ‘‘Hansard’’ of this sessiont

Mr, NATRN: I was about to do so.

Mr, SPEAKER: That is not permiasible,
but the hon. member may refresh his memory
from it if he so desires. :

Hon. P. Collier: T am sorry, hecause it
‘‘Hansard’® reparts’ me in this way I
never-

Hon. F. E. 8 Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): You only said it in a joeular manner.

Mr. NATRN: The remark was made that if
Messrs. Jones & Co. knew that jam could be
manufactured in Western Australia, and if
some person attempted to establish the in-
dustry, that person would lose his money. The
leader of the Opposition interjected, as will
be seen on page 95 of ‘‘Hansard,’’ that this
was unfortunately true.

Hon. P .Collier: Unfortunately true that we
could not eompete with Jones & Clo.

Mr. . NAIRN: Tt was said that if Jones &
Co. knew that they could mannfacture jam
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in Tasmania and sell it in Western Australin
cheaper than those who were attempting to
manufacture it here, then those engaged in the
industry here would have a losing proposition.
That is the effect of the remarks of the mem-
ber for Perth, : .

Hon, W. C. Angwin: So they would.

Mr. NATRN: I will show the hon. member
how little he knows about the subject.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: I know more about it
than the hon, member does.

Mr. NAIRN: This is a policy of absolute
despair so far as this industry is concerned.

Hon. P. Collier: No, it ig not.

Mr. NATRN: I will show the hon. member
why it is a policy of despair. If we are going
to adopt an attitude of that kind, we shall
never have an industry established in this State,
If Messre. Jones & Co. had no opposition here
—and this i what the member for Perth loses
pight of, as well as the leader of the Opposi-
tion who has echoed his sentiments—-—

Hon. P. Collier: No, T did not.

Mr. NAIRN: What inducement would thers
be for others to come fo this State?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They dump their stuff

here,

Mr, NAIRN: They do not dump their stuft
here. I know what I am talking about. They
might attempt to dump their stuff here under
other eircumstances and other conditions, but
at present they are not doing so.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Because they would
have other stuff dumped against them.

Hon. P. Collier: The whole point is as to
whether the industry can be established here
in competition with the Eastern States.

Mr. NAIRN: Yes, that is the point. I am
gsorry to hear the leader of the Opposition ex-
press himself in that despairing way.

Hon, P. Collier: Tf it eould be done I wonld
weleome it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. NATRN: There i3 no way of finding
out except to make the experiment. I want
to show hon, members how wrong the argu-
ment is. I will instance one of the biggest
companies in the world, namely the Anglo-
Swiss Milk Company, which has the handling
of milliens of money. Until a few years ago
it was never considered practicable to mann-
facture preserved milk in Australia, but by
means of encouragement and some assistance,
by way of the tariff and in other direc-
tions—

Hon. W, €. Angwin: TYou are right about
the tariff.

Me. NAIRN: The industry was commenced
in Australia. Immediately the Anglo-Saxon
Milk Co. learned this they made it their busi-
ness to go into the question further, with the
result that they too established themselves in
Australia. I say without besitation that sinee
we have the raw produet—and I do wnot
think anyone will say that our fruit is inferior
to that grown in Tasmanin—it is our bounden
duty to give that measure of assistance which
will be the means of placing the industry upon
& sound footing. The note sounded by the
member for Perth and the leader of the Op-
position is one that is not fair to the industry
or the State,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, P. Collier: DPerhaps the hon. member
will prove that this can be done here in re-
gard to any other industry that may come to-
Western Australia.

Mr., NAIRN: T have not set out yet to
prove that it can be "done.

Hon, P, Collier: You said you,would do so..

Mr. NAIRN: If I set out to prove this T
would bring some facts to bear upon the:
point. I would not follow a conclusion in the
way that the leader of the Opposition did.

Hon. P, Collier: It is great logic to com-
pare the jam making industry with what has
been dome in the case of preserved milk,

Mr, NAIRN: That sort of attitude is pain.
fully weak, and the leader of the Opposition
has no right to express himself so.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. NATRN: We want men who have faith
in this country and its products. Let us not
worry about Jones & Co., because they bring
their stuff a couple of thonsand miles, if our
industry in this State is helped and encour-
aged. Such a note as that sounded by the
hon. memhers T have mentioned amounts to a
discouragement of those people who have in-
vested their money.

Hon. P. Collier: Your argument is puerile.

Mr. NAIRN: I wish to make some refer-
ence to an important industry which ¢an be
developed in this State. I speak of the bottle-
making industry. This industry means a great
deal to vs in this State, because our fruit and
jam must have bottles for them to be kept in.
When it was discovered by the Melbourne
Bottle Manufacturing Company that the loeal
corpany had deeided to establish a factory
here, to meet local requirements, within a
very short period the Melbonrme Company
found it ¢onvenient to come here in opposition
to it. Precisely the same thing applies to the
jam industry, and to seores of others. I want
to give the Minister for Industries the greatest
possible credit

Hon, W, C. Angwin: We all do that.

Mr. NATRN: For having done what he
could to foster local industries. I also wish to
say that in my opinion the opposition of the
member for Perth was foolish, peevish, and
ehildish.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Why 4id yon not
gpeak in this way when he was here?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, NATRN: I am no more afraid to speak
of the member for Perth than I am to speak
of the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon, W, C. Angwin). T have not met the
man yet into whose eye I am afraid to loolk.

Houn. W. C. Angwin: T am pleased to hear

it.

Mr, Foley: He gets the same wages as you
do; why is he nob here?

Mr. NATRN: TFor my part I want to see
a firm like Jones & Co. come to this State.

Hon. P, Collier: Hear, hear, if it can be
done.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minig-
tery: Why ean it not be done?

Mr. NATRN: Recause, in the langnage of
the member for Perth, that firm ean make jam
in Tasmania and find a rveady market for it
here with an open door and no opposition.
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Hou. ¥. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): But gnother man who knows his busi-
ness can handle it cheaper and better here.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I do not see why

this jam business should cause so much feel-
ing.
%&r. NAIRN: I only want to say that there
is a great opportuniiy here for us to enconr-
age our local industries. This is a question of
greater importance than many people realise,
pot only to this State, but to the whole of
Australia. What we should be able to do is to
establish ourselves as a self-supporting com-
munity. Only by that means shall we be able
{o secure the respeet of the rest of the world.
We do not want our sons to be hewers of wood
and drawers of water, We want to find av-
enues of employment for them in every direc-
tion, but without the necessary encouragement
being given it will not be possible to accom-
plish very much in this way. Without expres-
sing any opinion upon the question in dispute
between the Government and the loeal jam
factory, I do sincerely hope that the Govern-
ment will do all that is fair and just, and ex-
tend to these people all the latitude they ean,
not forgetting their obligations to the State.

Hon. P. Collier: They have been generous.

Mr, NAIRN: I want the Government to
continue to be generous. This is a struggling
industry, and a difficult one to establish. In
one respect alone it has a very big handieap,
namely, in regard to the available supplies of
tin plate. Tin plate is one of the essentials in
the manufacture of jam,

Hon. P. Collier; They use stone jars.

The Premier; When we have our own bottles
our jam will be put into glass jars.

Mr, NAIRN: The industry is a very diffi-
cult one to operate under present eonditions.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Do you not think that the
fruit-growers should have shown their bona
fides by taking up a greater number of shares?

Mr. NAIRN: That may be so. We do not
all shoulder our burdens as we should. I be-
lieve that if the fruit-growers of the State
realised that their money could be reasonably
invegted in this industry, and if the Govern-
ment and the people were prepared to go to
their assistance, there would be no short-com-
ings so far as that point is coneerned. These
are matters of detail.

Sitting suspended from 1.15 to 2.30 p.m,

Mr. NAIRN: Before luncheon I had fin-
ished discussing the all-absorbing topic of jam,
and after finishing with sueh a sweet subject
is is rather difficult to find another to follow
on with graeefully. I do not want to enter
further my protest against those who by word
or action have discredited the thiugs of this
State either as they exist in their natural
gtate or as they are capable of being produced
or manufactured here. We should be & self-
contained eommunity in this part of Australin.
It is a gospel of the greatest possible import-
ange and of the greatest comsequence to the
fiature of Western Australin. We recognise
that if there is any great handicap or defect
of character or conduet of the Australian
people, it is the inborn tendency to discredit
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the value of our own products. I venture to
say if there was that proper, intelligent and
necessary desire on the part of the people of
Australia to at all times and under all pos-
sible conditious subscribe to the position to
purchase the commeodites of the country, we
should be much further advanced than we are.
Therefore I say any individual who by word
or action endeavours to decry or destroy that
pringiple is doing a great injustice to the
country. That is why I again want to express
my appreciation of the services and work of
the Minister for Industries and those assoeci-
ated with him in doing their utmost to pro-
mote the industries of the State, Goth primary
and secondary. We want secondary industries
just as we want primary industeies, and if we
do not get them we shall lag behind in the
progress of wnations. If there is one thing
above anything else which we have learned
from the war—if we have learned one lesson
—it is that security can only be found by a
country being self-contained. A eountry like
this with its vast possibilities, withont exag-
geration, is better prepared and better left by
nature than any part of the British Empire
to provide for the wants of her people. This
country is amply qualified by nature to pro-
vide the commodities which we require. 1 re-
gret the services rendered by the Minister in
furthering secondary industries have ngt been
appreciated in channels where they should be
appreciated. 1 want to deal with another
department, and I regret that T cannot quite
express myself in the same manner of appre-
ciation as I did with regard to the last., I
want to speak of the conditions of one of the
most imnportant departments of the State, I
refer to the Railway Department. That de-
partment will probably have a more far-
reaching effect in the prosperity of the State
than any other department—I say it with all
respect to those who are in charge. I do mnot
make any attack on any individual, but we
must realise that the railways are up against
the problemn of the finances just as other de-
partments are. There is great need for im-
provement in the Railway Department. I am
entirely in accord with the Government in their
intention of appointing three commisasioners.
To commence with, I think there is ample work
for three intelligent, good men. It may be
diffieult to find them at the present juncture,
but with a department which has to deal with
a capital of 16 or 17 million pounds, another
thousand pounds or two in obtainihg good
men will be amply repaid. And I want to say
more; the objeetion I hare to one commis-
siomer ig this: I do not make this as 2 personal
attack on the present commissioner, but whether
he wished it to be so or otherwise he is estah-
lished as an autoerat. Tt is necessary that he
should review every branch of his department.
Tt is not humanly possible for any one man,
I do not care who he is, to take care of that
one department which affects the life of the
community, the industrial, and every other life
of the community. It is not humanly possible
for him to bave a complete grasp of that de-
partment. However, in the interests of the
department and the country generally, it will
be o wise and good policy to appoint
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three commissioners which will bring us
inte line with other parts of the Conunon-
Mealth, I want to draw the attention of ‘the
_‘H_oyse to where 1 consider this department is
giving the State a very bad advertisement, [
have in wind now the goldfields service, For
some -unaccovntable reason, whether the ceapac-
ity of the department is unduly tazed or not
I do not know, but for some unaccountable
reason, from my observations, the control of
that brauch of the service is very much below
what it should be and worse than it was two
or three years ago. In coming into contact
and discussing this question with- those who
travel over that line, the one unanimous ver-
dict is that the railway service from Kalgoorlie
to Perth is badly and disgracefuily managed
in many respects. I believe there is a great
deal of favouritism shown on that line in
booking berths and tickets. 1 have seon three
or four women jambed intd every compart-
ment, and on the same train 1 have seen a
coach with several reserved compartments, with
only one individual in each and not very im-
portant men,

Mr. Teesdale: Members of Parliament?

AMr. NAIRN: Some of them were not even
members of Parliament. Now that is not right.
I want to draw the attention of the Howse to
another incident which I saw myself.

Mr, Foley: On some occasions members of
Parliament reserve compartments.

Mr, NATRN: That may he so, but those
paying fares are jambed like herrings in a
tin. That is wrong. With regard to reserved
coaches, I want to bring before the House
what T consider is a wrong policy on the part
of the Railway Department, particularly at a
time when economy is necessary. Only recently
it was necessary for one of the judges of the
Supreme Court to visit Kalgoorlie. I am told
the length of his visit to Kalgoorlie was only
a few hours, yet that gentleman was accom-
modated with nothing less than a Ministerial
ear, and a retinue of servaunts to look nfter
‘that one man. That is entirely wrong.

The Minister for Works: A Minigterial car?

Mr. NAIRN: Even if it was a special ear,
at & time like this when economy is the out-
standing thing, no person, whether a judge or
a member of Parliament, should be entitled to
that privilege. I understand it is not granted
jn any other State in Ausiralia. Others of
lesser influence in the community are com-
pelled to submit to reduced privileges, many
privileges have been taken away, and in many
and various departments there bas been re-
trenchment, while here is a glaring anomaly.
T do not know what it cost the State to take
that one man to Kalgoorlie.

Hon. P. Collier: Fifty pounds each way.

Mr. NAIRN: That would be £100, and I do
not think it is an exaggeration. T believe if
has always been the policy of this Btate, but
it is a wrong cne. -We want someone who has
courage enough to lay hold of everyone in the
community and see that each subscribes to the
policy of economy; it is mot a diffienlt task.
Tt is possible to take hold of some servant of
the State who is receiving £200 and take away
gome, privileges, but when it comes to others,
it ig o’ different matter. All should be placed on
the saime basis. Eeonomy should be exercised
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.with even-handed justice, and when we see this

going on, 1 feel it my hounden duty to ex-
bress my disapproval. It is out of keeping

‘with the times. I do not waut to say more on
that subject.

The Premier says, hear, lLear.
I know it is not pleasant for- any of us to
make these statements, but someone must say
them. They must be said and why should we
uot say them, ‘I do not say these things dis-
respectfully, but a practice has grown up for
years, and now is the time t0 knock some of
the excrescences off. Another matter I want
to speak of, and this affects the constituency

-X represent, is the Forestry Bill which the Gov-

ernment have given notice of their -intention
to bring in, I realise quite fully that the
Minister in charge of the Forestry Depart-
ment, who ie enthusiastie in his work, will make
a. conseientious attempt to bring in a good,
workable meapnre. There are one or two
aspeets which I want him to keep in mnind when
dealing with the Bill, T am speaking now from
the point of view of my constituents. I repre-
sent a number of men who have been living
for years on the timber industry. They are
poor men, not capitalists; they may have a
little home and they may have a little orchard.
Some of their time is spent in employment in
the timber industry, the remaining portion they
devote in endeavouring to establish homes for
themselves. L <o not want anything to be
placed in the Bill which will ¢urtail the reason-
able liberties and privileges of these people. I
remember when Mr, Johnson was Minister, and
1 was sitting on the other side of the House, a
great deal of injustice was done to men en-
gaged in this industry.

Hon. P. Collier: We lost the Swan seat
through it.
Mr. NAIRN: I |Delieve that had a

great deal to do with placing me in my
present position, and I do not want to
fail, because what T said then I said con-
scientiously. I shall help the Government to
the full extent of my power to preserve
this great mnatural industry of the State.
It is a great and valuable asset, but the Gov-
crnment must remember that there are those
who must be considered. I say that in no
parochial sense, for there are scoves and
seores of them. 1 give this warning not in
any threatening manner at all, but merely
in order to point out to the Minister the dan-
ger of such action as was taken by. one of
his predecessors. With regard to the party
to which I belong, I have now the same faith
in what the National party ean do for this
State as [ had when I helped, in my humble
way, to bring it into existence. I desire to
protest once more against an attitude taken
up by outside, irresponsible bodies. of
eourse T do not refer to our friends opposite,
whose duty it is to protest as vigorously as
possible in order to keep us up to the mark,
Rut T do protest against that of which wa
have had an example in this House during the

‘last month—influence being wsed by those

who have no responsibility, to urge members
at any cost, and quite regardless of the sac-
redness of the subject, to destroy the
National party beeranse the members of that
party persist in their original paliey. T
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am glad that the National party were born
despised by the Press, and that once they
were in existence they defied outside inter-
ference, At the outset we were informed
by the Press that unless we selected certain
members ag Ministers we were doomed, The
Hon. Frank Wilson was informed that only
two Honorary Ministers were required, one
of whom might be from the National Labour-
ists and one from the Country party. Be-
cause that advice did net satisfy the aspira-
tions of the National party, the same influn-
ence has been continuously and viciously
used against ns, I am glad, however, to ob-
gerve that the anm total of defections from
this party has been only two.

Hon. P, Collier: Three.

Mr, NATRN: No; only two. One was with
us only in his imagination, So long as I am
here I shall raise my voice against irrespon-
gible intertercnce from outside whenever
such interference is attempted.

Hon. P, Collier: Is the hon. member now
referring to the Farmers and Settlers’ As-
sociation®

Mr. NATRN: No: to the ¢‘West Austra-
lian,”’ the author of the last attack on the
Governmont.

Mr, Johnston: The gutter Press.

Mr, NAIRN: I sincerely hope that the
National party will preserve its individuality
and its self-respect, and continve te do that
which it has undertaken conscientiously to
do. Heaven knows that if ever there was a
time when the control of affairs was diffienlt.
that time is now. In our hearts all of us
tiust be prepared to acknowledge the tre-
mendous task facing the Government. In
conclusion let me express my general appro-
val, though not in every detail, of what the
National party have done for  Western Aus-
tralia. I helieve the party will continve to

work for the benefit of the State, notwith-.

standing the slnrs and insinnations east upon
them from various quarters. In the interests
of Western Australia it is good that '~ we
should. as far as possible, sink all party
differences and work for the one ecommon end
of helping Western Australia, in her hour of
diffieulty, out of that unfortunate position in
whieh she finds herself, through no fault of
ours, hut through cireumstances over which
weé have no control—eirenmstances which in-
dicate that they are about to pass away. It
will be my privilege, while considering the
best interests of the country as a whole; and
of those whom I represent, to assist the Gov-
crnment to do that which they have set their
hands to do.

Mr. VERYARD (Leederville) [2.52 pm,J:
Some hon, members have said that the Gov-
ernor’s Speech constitutes a record for
length., Vet there is one paragraph in that
Bpeech which in itself, T consider warrants
the existence of the document—T refer to the
paragraph dealing with liquor reform. Thou-
sands of people in this State are, and have
for a long time been, anxious for some kind
of reform in this direction. There iz at pre-
sent a strong agitation in favour of prohibi-
tion. T personally am not sanguine that the
Western Australian people. will accept pro-
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hillition, though I belicve that course would
be in the best interests of the community.
Australasia spends something like 18 milliong
sterling annually on the liquor traffie. If
this huge sum of money flowed into the Fed-
eral war chest, it would certainly have a
strong influence towards the finaneing of our
war expenditore. The Premier recently re-
ccived a deputation on the prohibition ques-
tion, and in his reply said that he conld do
nothing because of a certain ecompact. To
my mind, that was an extremely Jame excuse
for a Premier to make. I believe its only
pwpose was to absolve the Premier from the
necessity for taking any active steps to-
wards prohibition. I am aware that some
years ago a compact was made. But .it was
made in ordinary circumstances, Sinee them,
this terrible war has come about; and the
circamstances of to-day are not those of the
past. As we know, circumstances alter cases;
and here we have a case where it is a ques-
tion of winning the war. In my opinien, if
to that end it -is necessary to sacrifice the
liqnor trade, or any other trade, the saeri-
fice ought to be made. While it is trne that
a compact was made, that compact was made
only between the Government for the time
being and- those interested in the liquor traf-
fie. The compact did not receive the people’s
endorsement. Ministers of the day took
upon themselves  the  responsibility of
entering into that compact; and shortly
after there was an appeal to the people, and
the Government were badly defeated—fairly
good evidence that the people did not en-
dorse the compact.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Is the hon, member sure that was the
cause of the defeat?

Mr. VERYARD: Hon.' members may be
surprised to learn that in each of my election
compaigns I have smpported the compact.
I supported it hecause I felt that it con-
stituted a fair compromise between the State
and the liquor trade. Moreover, T supported
if in opposition to the strong wishes of my
friends. More especially have T had to en-
counter the opposition of that well inten-
tioned but misguided body ecalled the West-
ern Australian Alliance. I have mever re-
eeiyed the support of that body, but T have
had active opposition from them, and alse
from the beer trade.

Hon, P. Collier:
both.

Mr. VERYARD: I have not yet fallen.
Notwithstanding their knowledge of my con-
gisteney oa the liquor question, the Western
Australian Alliance, during my last cam-
paign, were unable to perceive the difference

And you downed thenmr

Jbetween a candidate who had always in this

House supported liquor reform, and a candi-
date who was opposed to any kind of liquer
reform whatsoever. That faet shows the
prejudice against me. The beer trade seem to
be very fearful of prohibition. T notice that
on the hoardings they are advertising that
if prohibition should eome about, tamation
would increase 100 per cent. I am quite pre-
pared to helieve that, should prohibition be
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given effect to, there would be some dislo-
«ation of taxation, which might continue for
a short time; but I am convinced that the
aventual benefits from prohibition would be
immense. The 18 millions sterling spent an-
nually in drink does nét by any means re-
present the total cost to the people of the
liguor traftic. Mow mueh is lost annually in
wages through drink? How much through
accidents caused by drunkenness? How
mueh through the need for upkeep of asy-
lums, prisons, hospitals, police, and magis.
tratesd In Awstralia the cost of these in.
titutions run into wmillions of pounds annu-
ally. Aud there is a reverse side even to
this—those people who do not use intoxicat-
ing drink, who do not get drunk, who do
not require asylums, prisons, hospitals, or
police, nevertheless have to pay their pro-
portion of taxation for the maintenance of
these institutions. In this respect we are
really made our Dbrothers’ kecpers. The
Licensing Act requires several amendments,
particularly as regards its loecal option sec-
tions. Provision is made for local option,

hut it requires that 60 per cent. of the elee-,

tors should vote, which mecans that those
people who are opposed to any liquor re-
form have merely to absent themselves from
the polling booth and thus ensure that the 60
per cent. required shall not be attained. Hon,
members are aware that even at Parliament-
ary eleetions it is mot often that a 60 per
cent. average of voters is reached. But when
a large section of voters absent themselves
purposely from the ballot, that percentage
becomes impossible of attainment.

Hon. P. Collier: There is always more
than 60 per cent. recorded in this Siate.

Mr, VERYARD: Even suppose that were
s0, it means that cvery class of the com-
munity goes to the ballot box, but in the
case of local option a large number of peo-
ple would not ge, so that 60 per cent. would
not be reached. In my opinion those people
who take the trouble to vote are entitled to
elaim that the decision be carried into ef-
fect. In conrection with the election of
members of Parliament, or in connection
with the business of the House, or asything
in fact, the majority always governs, and I
fail to sece why it should not be made to
apply here alse. If prohibition is brought
about it is likely that owners of licensed
houses will be obliged to aceept a reduction
in the rents. Seeing that these owners now
reccive 100 per cent. more rent for licensed
premises than for gimilar premises which are
not licensed, that 50 per cent. reduction
would not hurt them.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): The hon, member is an optimist about
Totel property, I don’t think,

Mr. VERYARD: Should this large sum
of money be available as the result of pro-
hibition, we will find that thousands of
homes will be generally better eqnipped, and
that greater comfort will result to the peo-
ple as a whole.  As the licensing law ex-
ists at the present time greater satisfaction
would follow if it were properly enforeed.
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The law at the present time is evaded every
day, and when a conviction is obtained the
penalty imposed is always ont of proportion
to the offence. Only a few days ago a pub-
lican was fined the paltry sum of 15s, for
supplying drink to two people who were not
bona fide travellers. Such a penalty is use-
less as a deterrent. The amount should he
considerably more, and on the third ocea-
gion there should not be a fine but a for-
feiture of the license,

Hou. F. E, 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): In the present state of the trade I
ghould not think they could afford to pay
mueh more than 15s.

Mr. VERYARD: T desire briefly to refer to
the Moora Licensing Court ineident in re-
gard to which I asked some questions of the
Honorary Minister the other day. The ans-
wers given to the first three questions were in
the affirmative. The next question asked was
43 to whether the police were instructed not
to oppose the granting of a license becanse
of the conditions of sale. The answer to thut
question was—

Yes, A request was made improperly to
the Commissioner of Police by an officer
of the Lands Department without the know-
ledge of the Minister controlling the Lands
Departnient or the Minister in control of
the police. The matter is being fully in-
vostigated,

To my mind such instruetions coming from
an officer show a remarkable lack of control
in the department. We have the Premier as
Minister in control of the department, whilst
the duties are carried ont by an Honorary
Minister. Yet an officer of the department s
able to control matters to the extent disclosed
in the answer. Then I asked a question as to
whether the magistrate, had he refused to
grant the license under such eonditions, would
have been retrenched. This was the reply—

Certainly not. The (Government have mo
desire whatever to influence magistrates in
any matter, and althongh the land was sold
on certain conditions, 1t was never the in-
tention of the Government that the appli-
cation for the license should he dealt with
in other than the ordinary way—free from
any influence whatever outside of the evi-
dence submitied.

This shows absolute ignoranee of the value ot
the conditions on the title. To my mind a
title is like a letter of credit. It only re-
quires to be presented to be honoured. When
a Minister says that there was no attempt to
influence the bench, I say that it would be
impossible for the bench and the Folice De-
partiment, remembering what happened some
years ago to Capt. Hare and to Mr. Roe, not
to hesitate before refusing to grant the
license with the conditions embodied on the
title as was the case at Moora. I next asked
the Minister ‘*Would the department be nn-
der any obligation to the owners in the ease
of the refusal of the license?’’ The answer
to that was ¢“No.?? If I held that title deed,
ag a business man I would require compensa-
tion, Tt is part of- the agreement, and the
agreement in that ease provides for a license.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-

ter): Tt does not.
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Mr. VERYARD: Tt does; there is no ques-
tion about it. There was to be a building
erected within a certain time, and if the
terms were not complied with the individual
would not be entitled to compensation.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): That is the hon. member’s reading of it.

Mr. VERYARD: I am sorry the Honorary
Minister cannot give me a better one. The
next question 1 asked was, ‘‘Is it intended
to coutinue the policy of selling land under
these conditions?’’ and the answer was—

The Government, holding that the Licens-
ing Bench is the only authority to decide
whether new licenses should be granted,

gider that when land is sold with a right:

to apply for a license, conditions should be

imposed to prevent dummying and the

hawking of the license, .
The inference is that the system is to be con-
tinned. T do not know that the hawking of
licenses would be a scrious matter in West-
ern Awnstralia. If so it shonld Dbe put down.
I next asked ‘‘Ts the Minister aware that in

1911 an overwhelming majority of the clee- -

tors decided against increased licenses in the
State?’’ This was the answer—

Yes, except in the Gascoyne distriet, but
it is still competent for the hench to grant
licenses in localitics move than 15 miles
from an existing license.

I am sorry my friend the member for Gas-
coyne is not here, beeause T am sure he would
blush. The replies given- by the Honorary
Minister are a condemmnation of the whole
gystem. T am justified in saying that the
licensed house in question will require police
protection whieh will cost the State at least
£250 per annpum, Probably the land was sold
at 100 per cent. above its value on account
of the conditions which were imposed. We
may therefore say that the inerease in that
tespeet was £50. TFour years revenue at £25
vearly and the £50 added wvalue to which T
have referred, will give a total of £150. That
will be the revenue the State will derive. On
the other hand, it will eost the country £1,000
for police protection. There will thus be a
debit balance of £850. Then we wonder why
the deficit continues to increase. A peculiar
phase of the BMoora licensing business was
the fact that a license shonld be granted for
this place whieh is 35 miles from a police
station, while another applieation, which was
for a gallon license for a place only 25 miles
from police protection, was refused.  That
certainly shows, to my mind, that the imposi-
tion of conditions was sufficient to bring about
the desired cffect so far as the licensing bench
were concerned.

Hon. P. Cellier: There seems to he great
aetivity in eonnection with licenses in eoun-
try districts. .

Mr. VERYARD: They are getting ready to
receive eompensation.

Hon. P. Collier: But the hon. member is
against compensation.

Mr., VERYARD: Not necessarily, if pro-
hibition comes about. Another matter to
which T desire to refer has reference to the
Yandancoka estate, T recently asked the Min-
ister for Tands some questions, but his replies
were certninly unsatisfactory. So far back as
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two years ago I asked a number of questions,
and they too were very unsatisfactory. I do
not blame the Minister so much as I do the
officer who supplied the answers. Anyhow, in
this case they were absolutely incorrect. Dur:
ing the reeess I had the pleasure, through the
courtesy of a member of the Irwin roads board,
of being driven to an estate beyond Yandan-
ooka, and nevessarily I travelled through or
arownd the Yandanooka property for a dis-
tance of 24 miles. One of the questions I
asked on tbe former occasion was as to whe-
ther sufficient sheds had been provided to cover
all the machinery on the farm, The reply
which was given was that provision had been
made for housing all the machinery which
wonld be affected by weather conditions. I
did not know that there was any machinery
which would not be affeeted by weather eon-
ditions, Auyhow, the reply was not in accord-
ance with the facts. There was no shed ac-
commodation whatever at that.time, but im-
mediately afterwards some sheds were put up.
The result, however, was not satisfactory, be-
canse the wind from any guarter of the’ com-
pass could blow around and across the mach-
inery that was put in the sheds. On the ocea-
sion of my recent visit T saw two traction
engines without any cover whatever. The cost
ot these would possibly be £1,000 each, These
machines had been exposed to all weathers for
gome two years, and hon, members ean imagine
that it wiil not be long before they will not he
worth their weight in serap iron. At the time
of my visit there were ten or twelve harvesters
lying elose by the Yandanooka railway station.
They were being sent away somewhere by train.
T ean ouly imagine by their appearaunce that
they were being sent somewhere for repairs.
I do not think any respectable farmer would
have liked to confess to being the owner of
those harvesters. Last week T asked some gques-
tions of the Honorary Minister in connection
with the estate. The first was as to whether
he was aware that thousands of acres at Yan-
danooka were affected with the noxious weed
known as stinkwort, and that it was rapidly
apreading. The Minister replied that there
were not thonsands of acres of that plant at
the estate, and that its growth was confined to
a few isolated places. When I received the
replies T sent them to a member of the Irwin
roads board. T just wrote at the bottom,
““What do you think?’’ T recieved a reply
last evening. It read as follows:—

The replies given were certainly charac-
teristic of the man who made them. He
knows from personal knowledge that such
i5 not the case. He had another member of
the board drove through hundreds of acres
of stinkwort in fnll seed. There are thon-
sands more acres of the same weed.

The Minister said that stens had been taken to

eradicate the weed. The letter states—
Absolately no steps were taken towards
eradication on thec estate, while adjoining
property: owners spent hundreds of -pounds
in doing so, and the roads board have
grubbed the road avea for about 20 miles
through the estate.

The writer of the letter saw thovrsands of

acres of the weed on the estate, and he points
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out how eager his board bave been to have the
estate make some effort at eradication, Yet
nothing was douve, notwithstanding their re-
quest. It is quite evident that the Monorary
Minister, either in himgelf or being misled by
his officer, was dJeceiving the House when he
gave those replies. Let me say a few words in
reference to our primary and our seeondary in-
dvstries. The member for Perth (Mr. Pilking-
ton) has said that what we require is increased
production in sneh lines as wool, beef, mutton
and timber, Coming to the secondary indus-
tries the hon, member said he wished to speak
of them with the utmost disrespect. I looked
up to see if I had net made a mistake. T
eould not imagine a King’s Counsel, a leader
of the Bar, being guilty of wmakiug such re-
marks. Tf the hon. member were Minister for
Industries T take it he would be sending our
wool away with a view of having it returned
in the form of cloth, that he would send away
our timber to have it returned in the form of
furniture, and*® woull send our hides away
to be returned in hoots and shoes. What
a wonderful way of helping Western Aas-
fralia! To my mind, while it is neces-
sary to encourage our primary industries
it is no less necessary to encourage onr second-
ary industries, as that encouragement means the
retention of millions of mouney in our State.
Had the member for Perth as keen a business
instinet as he has a legal instinet, he wonld
realise the importance of secondary industrics.
I suppose all hon. members recognise the need
for developing our primary industries, but at
the same time cverything possible ghounld be
done to foster our secondary indnstries. TUn-
like the member for Perth, T think the Minister
for Tndnstries is to he congratulated on his
efforts to establish sccondary industries. T
do not suppose for a moment that the Minister
claimg to he infallible. I think lis greatest
mistake was made in regard to the proposal
to lease any part of the foreshore in comnec-
tion with the ship-building enter-rise. FProb-
ably he made a preat mistake also when he
offered part of the Perth foreshore to the
Federal Government for any purpose what-
ever.

Hon. P, Collicr: He certainly should have
gone inland for the ship-building sites.

Mr. VERYARD: As a citizen, T object to
the foreshore being used for the purpose. Tt
ig pleaging to learn from the Governor’s Speech
that the encouragement given to the establish-
ment of bhutter factories has had heneficial
results. Tet me say that the butter supply
could be largely inereased if a railway were
built from Bubiaco to Wanneroo. The distance
wounld be only 1% miles, and probably the line
would be profitable from the very beginning.
Wanneroo is one of the oldest settlements in
the State, and deserves consideration, Apart
from the advantages to he derived in other
respects, it is to be rememhered that the Minis-
ter for Forests is now putting in a pipe plan-
tation to the east of Wannerco. Also, with a
railway to Wanneroo, a very large milk snvply
would be made available to the City, and I
have it or the assurance of a friend that a
butter factory would he started straight awav,
Wanneroo ig eminently suited for the produe-
tion of milk and butter. Tt has large areas of
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grazing land, and also of swamp land on which
to grow food for the cattle.

Mr. Harrison: Haa the hon. member any
idea of ‘the number. of cattle in that areaf

Mr. VERYARD: No, but I know that some
of the best butter made in Western Australia
comes from that distriet, Other industries
would be encouraged by the proposed railway,
for all alomg the route are immense firewood
areas, some large areas of building stone, and
some of the richest lLimestone deposits in the
State, to say nothing of the products of the
gardens. Thus it will be seen that a cheaply
constructed line would be profitable from its
very ineeption. I am not so particularly inter-
ested in Wanneroo as T am in my own con-
gtitnency. The Premier himself represents
Wannerco. 1 know the distriet and its eapa-
bilities well, and T have no hesitation in urging
the Government to build the railway. If the
railway were built, we should have hutter
factories there running the whole year rouni.
There is another aspect to this question of
secondary industries. I think the consumers
in the State might very well be expected to
give local industries better support than they
do. In too many cases the people believe that
nothing made in Western Australia is good.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Do not the manufac-
turers themselves support that belief?

Mr, VERYARD: Take bisenits. Our annual
importation of bisecuits amounts teo £50,000,
vet we have hiseuit factories in our own State,
ane of which in open market won a gold medal,
I presume for the quality of its biscunits. Tt
ghould be noted by our own people that hiscuits
made here compare favourably with the im-
ported article.

"Hon, W, €. Angwin: And further, there are
more higenits in the packet.

Mr. VERYARD: Tn 1899 the State im-
ported £63,000 worth of eggs. During the last
three months of last year our imports amounted
to £1,760, TFortunatcly the figures are drop-
ping, and T am glad to say that rceentlc some
eggs were exported from this State to the
Fastern States. T would like to eongratulate
the shippers of those eggs, but from my ex-
perience of eggs from the Eastern States, 1
am afraid that we shall have to look further
afield for a satisfactory market. Let me refer
to the settlement of returned soldiera at
Osborne Park. Some time ago, at the request
of the Returned Soldiers’ Association, a com-
mittee of business men were appointed to
aupervise and manage the settlement acheme at
that place. T am sorry to say that_although
full eontrol was granted te that committee they
are making a sorry mess of things through sheer
negleet of their duties. The pouliry school at
Subiaco is practically a farce. The manager
lives some digtance down the line and is fre-
guently conspicnous hy his absence. The re-
turned soldiers have hut a limited opportunity
of learning anything at the school Manv
valuable fowls have died, and T am inform_eﬂ
that a box of eggs recently sent there for in-
enbating purposes was allowed to lie in _the
weather for a fortnight before being put into
the incubator. The soldiers already settled at
Osborne Park are very pleased with the help
and symvathy aeccorded to them by the
loeal residents. Next in order of their
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satisfaction is the eclasg of buildiug being
erected there. In addition to comfort-
able homes the soldiers there have wind-
mills, with the necessary tanks and stands.
These settlers have already been there for
some months, but no water has yet been sup-
plied to them except that which they have
Dbeen able to cart for themselves a distance
of a mile. -This hag taken up a lot of their
‘time, and_ should not have been necessary,
In one case, I am informed, the Works De-
pariment put dewn a water plpe without sue-
cess, 'Later on they put down another, but
were not satisfied becanse there was no water.
A third effort was made but without success,
and the whole thing was left at that. I was
asked who would have to pay for all this ex-
pense. None of the settlers ean learn what
they are to be charged for the whole concern
afterwards, I am informed that they could
get o couple of hundred pounds advanced
from the Agricnltural Bank, for which they
would have to pay interest at the rate of
seven per ¢ent. Such help may be of nse
to them, but it secems to me that the interest
is rather high.

Hon., W, C. Angwin:
to pay scven per cent.?

Mr. VERYARD: Yes, The c¢lass of fowls
supplied to them is also very umsatisfactory.
Each one is supposed to have had 200 fowls
supplied to him, but none of them have any-
thing like that number now, possibly not
even half that number. Many of thege
fowls were old and useless, and were diseased
with croup and scaly legs. Those acqguainted
with poultry raising know that the first cs-
sential in the suceess of the undertaking is
to have pure and healthy stock. TUnless good
stoek is provided this poultry raising eannot
be conduncted at a profit. I am satisfied that
the returned soldiers engaged in this indus-
try are determined to fight out the question,
but they stand in need of some practical sym-
patliy on the part of those to whom they are
able to look. It seems to me that the Minis-
ter controlling the department should com-
municate with the Returned Soldiers’ Asso-
ciation, and ask them to request the poultry
committee to resign, either with a view to
appointing a fresh committee, or with a view
to the department taking contro] of the busi-
ness. The present system is very unsatis-
factory. I wish to bring forward another
matter out of friendship to a young man,
whose father and T were associated very in-
timately for many yvears, and whom I know
to be thoroughly deserving of help. Some
11 wears ago two Dbrothers went ont to the
wmarradong district. The member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) knows the
case well and ean endorse what T say in the
matter. After working together for some
eight years they decided that one hrother
should remain on the land while the other
fought for his eountry. I am sorry to say
that the brother who fought for his eountry
will not return. Only a few weeks ago the
other brother had to retire from his farm,
He applied to the Agricultural Bank for as-
sistance, but was informed that there was no
monev for the purpase. During the period

Have these soldiers
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that he has been on the farm he has put up
nine miles of wiré fencing, lhas cleared 160
acres, ringbarked 500 acres, and freed from
poison 600 aeres. There is a four-roomed
house on the property -and stabling and other
accommodation, and altogether over £1,000
has been spent there. Of the full amount
that would be required to be paid for rent,
namely, £800, the sum of £400 has been paid.
This young man would have been glad to
have had the use of £400 at this juncture in
order to see him through, It is painful for
him to leave the farm becanse he likes the
life. He would be glad to go back if he
could get assistance. At present the depart-
ment is pressing him for one year’s rent,
which is all that he owes at present, Hon.
members know the bad seasons whicli farm-
ers have had to put up with for some time
past. The result in this case has been that
what stock he had on the farm he has had to
sell in order to pay his way. Finding that he
cannot get on withont asistance he has had
to leave the farm. T think this is a case in
which the Premier might do something. Tt ia
jost as much the duty of the Government to
keep competent and deserving men on the
land as it is to put untried men there.

Mr, Teesdale: How much rent does he nwet

Mr. VERYARD: About £40, or a little
under. This man’s property is worth at
least £1.500, and he wants the snm of £400
to lielp him along.

Mr. Harrison:; Has the case been laid he-
fore the Minister for Lands?

Mr, VERYARD: Not so far as I know.

Hon. P. Collier: How ean the Governmeni
assist him when they do not know of |is
casef?

Mr. VERYARD: He has only so far deall
with the Agricultural Bank., I do not think
the matter has been placed before the Minis
ter. T draw attention to it in the hope thai
the Premier may be able to extend some hely
in this case. It is a deserving one, and ]
thinls if help were extended it would meef
with general approval.

Hon. F, E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min.
ister—Nelgon) [3.37 p.m.j: Of all the speeches
that have been made in this debate the one
which appealed to me most was that of the
member for Swan (Mr. Nairn). I ligtened to
that speech with very great delight, It was
very fair and very true. He pointed out
that although the primary industries were ag
important, the State could not progress as it
ghould if the secondary industries were left
without any help or asssistance from the Gov-
ernment,  Unfortunately, there are many
farmers in the State who are imbued with
the idea that primary industries alone are
necessary for this State to reach prosperity,
that so far as the secondary industries are
concerned, they are more or less parasites, The
gooner they get that idea out of their heads
the Detter.

Mr. Harrison: Who thinks that?

Hon, F. E, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
jster): Let the hon., member read the papers,
and he will find that many farmers, and
others who should know better, are writing
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to them pointing out that primary industries
only can bring this State to prosperity.

Mr. Harrison: T should like to see the
paper which says that,

Hon. F. E, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): We know that it is not so. The mem-
ber for Swan laid that plainly before the
House.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The hon. member does
not read the ‘‘Primary Producer.’’

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
jster): The jam faetory was mentioned,
If the fruit industry of the State is to be
kept going it i3 necessary that the surplus
fruit should be forwarded to a jam factory.
Fortunately for Australia, and particularly
for Tasmania, we are sending away 15,000,000
Jbs. of jam to Great Britain, What is going
to happen after the war when Great Britain
will not require all thiz jam? It will have
te be abgorbed to a large extent in Australia.
"We have, therefore, a better opportunity to-
day than ever before, or than we are ever
likely te have in the near future, of start-
ing this industry and putting it vpon a pro-
per basis in Western Australia. We can pro-
duce fruit here, equal, if not superior, to
the froit uwsed by Jones & Co. of Tasmania.
We have the money here with which to es-
tablish the industry if people would only
have the necessary faith in the country, and
particularly in the fruit industry. Unfor-
tunately we have been hit hardly in the past.
In years gone by we had a jam factory estab-
lished at Donnybrook, which unfortunately
turned out a financial failure. Now we have
another jam factory established, but the
fruitgrowers themselves only took up a small
number of shares, paying in all £1,300. The
Aszociated Fruitgrowers came to the help of
the jam factory to the tune of a consideruble
amount. The same peaple, who had shares in
the jam factory, also had shares in the As-
sociated Fruitgrowers, and they put in some-
thing over £2,000 over and above the £1,300
put in by the sharcholders of the jam factory,
It will thus be seen that these people did
put their hands inte their own pockets in
order to help themselves,

Hon. P. Collier: What happened to the
Donnybrook factory?

Hon, F. E. 3, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): Tt became defunct owing to bad man-
agement, The first batech of jam turned out
was put on the market, but being of a poor
quality was turned down by the storekeepers
who returned it ail to the faetory.  Unfor-
tunately the jam had been burnt in the mak-
ing, and was thorefore condemmed. The re-
sult was that the whole thing went smash,

Hon. P. Collier: How long ago?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This was in 1911,

Hon. F, E. 8. WILLMQTT (Honorary Min-
ister}: TUnfortunately I was a shareholder.
So far as the present factory is concerned,
a good deal of the trouble has been caused
through bad management, With a thoroughly
up-to-date manager, T can see no reason, in
gpite of difficulties regarding tin supplies and
other material, why it should mot be & sue-
cess, The prices paid by the factory are not
ay good ss the prices paid by Jomes & Co.
in Tasmania, :
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Hon. P. Collier: Yon mean for the Eruit?®

Hon. F. E, 8. WILLMOQTT (Honorars Min-
ister): Jones & Co. are paying more for
their fruit in Tasmania than the factory is
paying the local growers here. Tf the fac-
tory ig to be successful it will have to be
thoroughly reorganised. I hope this will be
done. Phe member for Leederville (Mr. Ver-
yard) mentioned the Osborne Park poultry
farm. As he stated, these farms were under
a committee. The Government had nothing
to do with them, The committee is deserv-
ing of congratulation for a great deal of
the work they have done, but like other peo-
ple, they have made wmistakes, with the re-
sult that there has becu a shortage of water

at these poultry farms. I understand
that the matter has been pot right.
Regarding Yandanooka, the hon. member

can kinow very little about stinkwort, or
else he would not allow himself to be misled
by a member of the Jrwin Roads Board.
Stinkwort travels south. On either side of
the Bunbury railway line, nothing is to be
seen but stinkwort. But is that country unse-
less because of the stinkwort? In the Ko-
jonup distriet any quantity of stinkwort may
be seen; and yet in that distriet is produeed
the finest wool produced in Australia to-day,
the wool which obtaing the best price among
Australian wools, In the cultivated pad-
docks stinkwort is to be found; but et hon.
members ask Professor Paterson whether we
are to give up all hope because some of our
lands are badly infested with stinkwort?
Professor Paterson will tell them that the
roots of the stinkwort, in going down as they
do, nerate the soil, and have especially a good
effect on stiff soils. People also say that
farmers running sheep in stinkwort pad-
docks find that at certain periods of the year
the sheep live on the stinkwort. T defy eon-
tradiction of that statement,

Mr. Money: The sheep starve on the
stinkwort.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): The Dardanup estate is one of the
finest in the South-West, and yields one of
the largest money raturns per acre. Yet the
fields there are full of stinkwort, It is
gimply creating a nightmare to assert that
this weed will ruin Yandanooka.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The member for
Leederville was complaining about the in-
correct information given to him.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honerary Min-
igter): Tt is mnot incorrect information,
unless the weed has spread very considerably
since I was on the estate. The talk about
thowsands of aeres being covered with stink-
wort is rubbish. At Aingenew I told the
farmers, ‘‘T think you are frightening your-
gelves unnceessarily.’”” And so they are. The
House can accept my assurance that there is
nothing to worry about at all in connection
with stinkwort. As the member for M,
Magnet (Mr. Troy) has said, there are other
plants which are very dangerous indeed, and
in regard to which every effort at eradication
should be made. But that does not apply to
stinkwort,  Next, the member for Teeder-
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~ville brought uwp the cas¢ of two Drothers,
«one of whom has, unfortunately, been killed
at the Front. Tf the horn. member will in-
_form e of the facts in my office, I shall
have very much pleasure in_going into the
-«case; and if anything can be done to assist
-that, farmer it certainly will be done.

Hon. P. Collier: The office is the place to
-deal with such a case; nmot this Chamber,

Hon, ¥. BE. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
-ister): That is so. The member for Leeder-
ville stated that the case had never been
brought before me. Then how counld he have
-expeeted me to deal with it? Thereupon the
hon,. member referved to prohibition. 1t
seems to me that these would-be prohibi-
‘tionists are using the war to get their own
particnlar way. They speak of *‘war-time-
-prohibition,’’ but they are really nsing the
war in order to get prohibition. In this
‘Chamber the liquor question ilag ncver heen
made a party question. On it, nll shades of
pelitical opinion ma¥y be observed sitting
:alongside or- opposite each other. I for one
do object to these, shal]l I say, fanatics en-
-deavouring to nobble members of Parlia-
ment, and bind them to vote irrespective
«of freedom of conscience. If these people
really want to do some good, lot tham turn
‘their attention to the liquor as sold to-day,
and if that ¥iquor is harmful, let them turn
‘their attention to reducing the stremngth of
‘the ardent spirits and of some of the wines
handed out to the publie. Ag the member
‘for Leederville has brought up the drink
-question, let me toweh on a matter which bas
-caused some questions to be agked in this
House, and which has also received sama
notice in the Press. I refer to she hotel
license at Perenjori, That place, T may men-
‘tion for the information of hon. members
unaware of its situation, is on the Wongan
Hills railway between Ballide and Mullewa,
“When that townsite was laid out, certain
bloeks which were considered most suitable
for the purpose were set aside for hotel
sites.

Hon. P. Collier: State hotel sites.

Hon. F, . 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): No; I do not think so.

Hon. T, Walker: When were they set aside?
Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-

ister): When the townsite was surveyed.
Hon, T.Walker: Yes, I know that: buf
when? Was it when the Labour Govern-

ment were in office?

The Premier: Yes.

Hon, T. Walker: Then they were set
:aside for State hotel sites.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): Tt was done in 1918, Time went on,
and the question of whether a State hotel
should be built on the block was referred
$o the general manager of State hotels, who
on the 20th July, 1916, replied—

I have to inform yon that there is no
prospect of o State hotel being ereeted on
the area rveferred to, and T sec no ohjection
to the lease being grauted as set forth in
paragraph one of your letter.
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The leage referred to was not an hotel lease,
but a lease granted to a certain lady under
a section of the Land Aect which permits
that to be done—a lease under which she
had to remove any property of hers on that
block, upon notice from the department,
within three months. When this block was
get aside, it was set aside as being the best
block within the townsite for this particular

purpose.

Hon. T. Walker: Of a State hotel,

Hon. ¥. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honor-
ary Minister): Not of a State hotel,
but of an hotel. If hon. members -will
lock through the various plans of town-

gites, they will see on each of them a block
get aside for am hotel—not necessarily a State
hotel. On the 25th June, 1917, the roads
hoard wrote to the Goverument that an hotel
wag necessary in the distriet, That was the
first intimation received by the Government.
Next, a request ¢ame from a man named
Robinson, whoever he may he. He stated that
he would like full information am to this par-
ticular hlock, since in his opinion the town re-
guired botel accommodation. Then we have
a letter from the Farmers’ and Settlers’ As-
sociation stating that an hotel was necessary.
That letter was written on the 23th February,
1018, and the association wrote again on the
Oth April. Following on these letters, and
after full inquiry, I recommended Cabinet on
the 18th April that this block should be thrown
open for this particular purpose; and Cabinet
approved on the 26th April.  Thereupon the
people interested, namely, the roads board and
the Farmers’ and Settlers’ Association, were
written to pointing out the conditions under
whieh it was proposed to sell 'the block by pub-
lic auction, The bhlock wag advertised in the
“fGovernmeut Gazette’’ and in the ‘¢ Northam
Advertiser’’ on the 27th and 31st July; and
in the ‘“‘Northam Courier’’ on the 26th July
and the 2nd August. The ‘‘Sunday Times’'
also had a notice on the snbject, though not
an advertigsement, during July. The question
has been asked, in what papers were the ad-
vertisements published? Al advertisements
are left to the discretion of am advertising
officer, who inserts them in whatever papers
he thinks fit, The matter is entirely under
his control, Certain conditiongs were im-
posed on the sale of the block—that it be
used only for hotel purposes; that an applica-
tion for a license be made te the next licen-
sing court sitting after the sale; that the
premises be erceted within 12 months from
the date of sale. In wy opinion—and T con-
tend I have a perfest right fo my opinion,
just as other membhers have to theirs—those
are good eonditions., Let me tell the House
why T consider them to be good conditions,
Every other title of this deseription ia en-
dorsed that no intoxicants may be sold on the
land. But in the case of a block sold for
hotel purposes, the successful bidder at the
auetion, under the conditions here imposed,
cannot trail around for an indefinite period
until he gets either a brewery or a finaneier
to back him. Only those in a position to
erect an hotel, and of snfficiently good char-
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acter to obtain a license from a bench, would
be likely te bid. The successful bidder has
to go before the next sitting of the licensing
eourt; that is'to say, he is bound to aet al-
most immediately, That is only reasonable,
becanse, if an hotel is required, the sooner it
is up the better. Then, if the licensing
bench approve of the application, the suceess-
ful bidder has to erect an hotel within 12
months. As we all know, the licensing bench
are the only authority whe can grant a
license. As T stated in answering the ques-
tiona asked by the member for Leederville,
I congider it absolutely wromg to try to in-
fluence a bench in any way whatever, The
block here in question was put up, and was
sold to Messrs. Comnor and A. T. Jolmston,
whoever they may be, on the 3rd August at
Northam, These bought it as teants in com-
mon. I have since learnt that Mr, Connor is
a farmer in the distriet. Mr. Johnston, T un-
derstand, is at the Front.

The Premier: I do not think so.

Hon, F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): I was informed to-day that Mr. John-
gton iz at the Front, and that he applied
through his attorney under power,

Hon, T, Walker: How did he get hold of
Connor?

Hon. . BE. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): I have not the faintest idea. I know
nothing more than T am telling the House. A
public officer wrote to the Commissioner of
Police on the 2nd September regarding op-
position to the license, and it would appear
from the statement in the Press that the
Qommissioner instructed his officer not to
oppose: I will read the letter to the House—

To the Commissioner of Police, Perth. Re

Perenjori lot 9: T am informed that an ap-

plication is being made to the Licensing

Court at Moora this week for a license over

the above lot, and that your local inspector

has instructions to oppose the applieation. T

therefore heg to advise you that this lot

was, after inquiries had been made by the

Government, and it being satisfied that an

hotel was required at this centre put up for

auetion on the 3rd ult, at the npset price
of £100 subject to the following econdi-
tions:—
The conditions are then given, and then fol-
lows the second paragraph of the letter—

I shall therefore be glad if you will instruct
your loeal inspector in the cirenmstances
that as the purchaser is only complying with
the terms of approval it would be incon-
sistent on the part of the Government for
any opposition to be put forward.

Hon. P, Collier: Who signed that letter?

Hon. . E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): There are initials at the foot of
the letter which I eould not make out, but I
have made inguiries and have found that the
initials are those of Mr. Morris.

Hon. T. Collier: How did Mr. Morria know
that the inspector had been instructed to op-
pose the application as stated in the letter®

Hon. F. E. 8 WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): I do not know. I knew nothing
whatever about this matter. As hon. members
opposite know, the Minister is not made ze-
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quainted with every letter that goes out of the
office. It would be absurd to expect that. The
meniber for Leedlerville said that the Minister
gbould he familiar with everything which
takes place in the office,

Hon. P. Collier: I have never known an
officer to send out a letter of such importance
without getting the approval of the Minister
first. ’

Hon. F. B. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister) : T entirely agree with the leader of
the Opposition that that letter should never
have been sent. When I saw the letter on the
10th T pointed out that the department could
not instruct the police. :
. Hon. T. Walker: My, Morris knows that.
~ Hon. W, C. Angwin: There is no more
careful officer in the department, but he must
have been acting under instructions.

Hon. T. Walker: That induces me to be-
lieve that there is something which we have
not been told.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister) : From my knowledge of Mr. Morris
T do mot think he would attempt to do any-
thing underhand. He is a most reliable officer,

Hon. T. Walker: And experienced.

Hon. F. E, 8. WILLMOTT (Honoraty
Minister): Teliable and experienced both,
This is the first time anything has ever come
under my notice from that officer which is not
as it shomld be. The following explanation
has been written by the Under Secretary, Mr,
H. 8. King—

I note your wishes of the 10th inst. Care
will be taken in the future to aveid any
semblance of pgiving an instruetion which
was not intended in this ease. Cabinet de-
cided that aun hotel was necessary, and as
it was not proposed to erect a State hotel,
a hotel site was thrown open under certain
conditions. Before the Licensing Court sat
the purchasers called and said that the in-
spector of police at Northam had informed
them that he had general instructions to
oppose any license being granted, and asked
whether I would advise the Commissioner of
Police as to the conditions attached to the
sale of the land, T promised to do this, and
said it would be for the Commisgioner of
Police to issue what instructions he thought
fit. Paragraph 2 of the minute was unfor-
tunately worded, but no doubt the Commis-
sioner of Paolice took it as it was intended,
as he would know that this department has
no power to give him instructions in cases
of this kind. T presume the general imstrue-
tions given to the police to oppose all li-
censes were given when it was the poliey to
erect Btate hotels wherever possible, but as
that policy has changed it might have been
thought that the instrnetions had been re-
vised.

Would the leader of the Opposition, who was
Minister in contrel of the Mines Department
when Mr., King was Under Secretary there,
believe for o moment that that officer was
capable of being squeezed or influenced in any
way §

Hon. P. Collier: No, but I never knew Mr.
King te write such a letter dealing with a
matter of that deseription without my auth-
ority.
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Hor. F. E. 8§ WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister) : Mr. King did not write the letter,
and as he states in his own letter it was an
improper one. .

Hon. P. Collier: Did the people call on Mr.
King or Mr. Morria? The letter does not say.

Hon, F. E, 8 WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): I <o not know.

Hon. P. Collier: Was it Mr. Comnor who
-ealled, or was it the other man, or who was it
called on their behalf? .

Hon, F. E. 8 WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): T do not know. The other man
-¢ould not have called because he is out of the
:State. . .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Are you quite sure
the other man could not have ealled?

Hen. F. E,.8 WILLMOTT (Ionorary
Minister): AIll 1 ean eay is that so far as the
remarks that have been made about this busi-
ness are concerned, there has not been any-
‘thing vnderhand or wrong, with the exception
-of the second pavagraph of the letter.

Hon. P. Collier: The matter certainly calls

for inquiry. .

Hon. F. E. 8§, WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister}: I might have thought that in-
fluence had been brought to bear, but knowing
Mr, Morris as I (o, and as hon. members
know him, they will agree with me when T say
that he is above suspicion.

Hon. T. Walker:, Mr. Morris would never
write & letter like that without pressure being
brought to bear on him.

., Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister) : Does the hon. member wish to imply
that T brought pressure to bear? Tet us get
down to faets.

) Hon. T. Walker: T wish T knew the facts.
There are facts that want diselosing in con-
nection with this matter. )

Hon. P. Collier: Mr. Morris would never
write it merely on the calling of Loftus Connor.
Someone else must have brought pressure to
bear on him, )

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister) : Does the hom. member wish to imply
that T hrought nressure to bear on him?

Hon. T. Walker: We do not think vou did,
but we do think there has been pressure.

Hon. P. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): There has heen a slur cast om me. Tt
has heen said by way of imnuendo that Mr.
Morris, a gentleman who iy entitled to every
respect, and who is above suspicion so far as
his honesty is concerned, has had pressure
brought to bear on him. And it is left on the
minds of the public that that pressure must
have heen applied by the Honorary Minister in
control, T deny any such imputation, no mat-
‘ter who makes it. T am not accusing anvone
of having made it., because it has been done
by way of irnuendo.

Hon. T, Walker: You are putting the eap

ON Now.
- Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): T.et us be open and above heard. T
am prepared to get to the bottom of this. T
did not know that the letter, which was dated
the 2nd September, haod been written until T
saw it in the Press on the 10th,

Hon. P. Collier: T think it would be well if
Fou were to learn from Mr. Morris who ealled

- not do because they have not the land.
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on bim, and who reported to him that the
police were going to onpese the, license.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): That will be done.

Hon,-T. Walker: It should bave heen done
hefore,

Hon. F. E, 8, WILLMOTT {Honorary Min-
ister) : How could it, when T did not see the
letter until the 10th. I eourt every publicity
in this matter. It seems to be absurd that if
Cabinet should approve of land being sold for
hotel purposes, and that if the purchaser
applies to the Licensing ench for his license,
that the police should step in and oppose it.
It is not fair that the onus shonid be thrown
on the shoulders of the Minister for Lands to
decide first of all whether a hotel is necessary
or not, Surely this is a matter for the Licens-
ing Bench. TUnfortunately, as in the case of
Ajana, I found on going through the file that
a section of the community were strongly in
favour of a hotel, while another section were
strongly opposed te it. T said that under those
eireumstance I would not be prepared to make
the Iand available for a hotel, at any rate until
I got a further expression of opinion. The
applieant worried me considerably. T said no,
and added that on the evidence the people had
not made up their minds. That man applied to
the Ticensing Bench, and the bench stated that
they could not entertain the application be-
cause the man had no land. Hon. members will
at onge see the position. TIf the Minister for
TLands does not make land available it is use-
less to get an expression of opinion from the
heneh as to whether a license is necessary or
not. Tt is throwing the onus on the Minister
to make up his mind as to whether it is neces-
sary that a hotel should be huilt. That is net
fair. One can only go on the weight of evi-
dence. Certain land is made available, and the
suctesgful bidder then goes to the Licensing
Bench and the bench may in their wisdom,
on the weight of evidence, turn down the
application,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You made land avail-
able at Ajana..

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Henorary Min-
ister): No.

" Hon, W. O. Angwin: The land has been sold.

Hop. F. . 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister) : There is an cndorsement on every deed
that Hquor shall not be sold on that land.

Hon., P. Collier: Tt can be lifted.

Hon. F. E. 8§, WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): Only with the approval of Cabinet,
but it has never yet been lifted, and it is never
likely to be when we know that in every town
certain hlocks have been set aside for hotel
purpases, and that on those blocks only ean
hotels be erceted. Therefore, so far as Ajana
is concernad, nntil Cabinet decides that a hotel
is nacessary there, and makes the land avail-
able, nobody can erect a hotel, even if they
wet 2 license from the bench, which they eﬁn;

e
me peint out another absurdity. If we do mot
make the land available and the bench con-
sider that a hotel is necessary, what do we find
takes place? A man residing three-quarters of
2 mile from the townsite having a  freehold
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lot, can go to the bench and apply for a
licenge.

Hon. P. Collier: Has that ever been done?

Hon, F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): Yes, and a licensé has been approved
and the man has built a hotel on his freehold
property outside the townsite. Hon. members
will agree with me that such a thing is not
desirable.

Hon. P, Collicr: Where has that been done?

Hon. F. E, 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): It has been dene. I am not going to
say where. I think the time has come when
the licensing hench should have power to say
that they will graiit a license to a suitable
. applicant. That would then be an indica-
tion to the Minister to throw open certain
land in the town for hotel purposes. But it is
wrong to lay upon the Minister the onus of
saying whether a hotel iz necessary. Not-
withstanding any light that T may have been
able to throw npon this subject of the Peren-
jori hotel, T think hon. members should be
afforded an opportunity of perusing the file.
Just now I would not be in order in laying
it on the Table, but when the proper time
arrives T will move that the file he laid wpon
the Table.

Mr. SPEAKER: Has
quoted from that file?

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister}: I have.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then there is no objection
to its being laid on the Table?

Hon. F. E. §. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
igter): Well, I now lay it on the Table for
the information of hon. members. Let me
repeat that for my own part I do not care
what people say. If one has a clean c¢on-
science it matters little how mueh mud peo-
ple may throw. In respect of Mr, Morris, the
officer concerned, T repeat that, having known
him for many wvears, T am certain that wo
undue influence was brought to bear upon
him. T consider him to be above sugpicion.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [4.17 p.m.]

At this Jate stage of the debate I will not go
over the ground which it was my original in-
tention to cover. Tn respeet to a number of
the criticisms made, I endorse what has been
said, but of course T cannot endorse the con-
fidence which has been expressed in Minis-
ters. Nor can I endorse what has been said
by our friend the Minister for Industries. I
think he is not encouraging, not fostering,
not really supporting, secondary industries.
He is playing with them. We are all in favour
of secondary industries, in favour of work for
our people, in favour of the distribution of
wageés among them. T question whether the
Minister is doing a single thing towards that
end; rather in some instances is he destroying
it. Take his work in conmection with the
State nursery at Hamel, Not very long ago
a letter appeared in the newspaper in this
form—

On Saturday Iast a statement re

above-—

That is, the retail nursery trade,
continueg-—

appeared in yvour paper from the Attorney

General, As some of his statementz are

the hon. member

the

The letter
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grossly misleading, I trast you will ailow
me g small space in which to reply on be-
half of the nurserymen. In June, 1917, he:
nade a statement to the Press that he had
given instruetions that no more shrubs or
. hedge plants should be grown, I desire to.
point out that the only hedge plants grown
to any extent at the State nursery pre-
viously were Pittosporum and
The word here is biurred, is not legible, but
it refers to another plant. The letter con-
tinues—
These are still growing, and the latter
varicty more eXtensively now than pre-
vionsly. Will Mr. Robinson state the varie-
ties of hedge plants which the State pur-
sery produced previously and which he
has prohibited from being grown now, I
desire to ask Mr, Robinson two questions:
(1) Did he, when contesting the Canning
electorate with Mr. Seaddan, state that he
was totally opposed to State retail trade,
believing that private enterprise was best
for the individual and the State. (2) Has
the State nursery under his administration
commenced the retail sale of plants and
trees, and issued a detailed retail price-list
under the name of the Forestry Depart-
ment of Western Australia, offering thesc
plants and trees for sale to the public. T
challenge him to answer either question in
the negative. I do not at present desire to
follow the other statements. His final
threat that thia retail trading concern
which he has commenced will continue to
exist, does not trouble the nurserymen
much,
This was signed by &. H. Wilsona, secretary
to the Nurserymen’s Association, Barrack-
street, Perth. In addition we have the Min-
ister’s published list of prices, under-cutting
the nurseries in and around Perth and in the
State generally; under-cutting men who are
employing workers. My objection is that the
Minister, with his retail business, is entting
into those who are employing men, that he is
charging for these plants, yet not employing
the same number of men as the private nur-
series. In other words there is no econsis-
tency, no guidanee by rule or prineiple in
the attitnde taken up by the Minister for
Industries in respeet of this work at the State
nursery. And all his utterances in like mea-
gure are merely tinkering with big guestions,
There is no earnestness about the ship-build-
ing proposal. no earnest endeavour to start
secondary industries. He is only playing
with a big problem. Limelight, advertisement,
palaces in the air—they are all after the
stvle of the Sonth Perth bhridges. They al-
lnre the ere and attract the attention, hut
they do no permanent good to the country., T
had intended to go intp this matter at length,
but the debate is so well worn that I do not
marvel at the yawns and groans and exhihi-
tions of exhaustion on the part of the Minis-
ter for Works. T have not much to say¥ to

" the Minister for Works, but he does not af

all contribute either to keeping the debate
alive or to keeping me intent upon my sub-
ject. After his heroica the other night, when
one would have imagined that he was the
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Colossus of the Ministry, when he patronised
all his colleagues, patted them on the back
even to the apportionment of praise, mea-
sured their execellences by the degree to which
they fell into line with his self-appreciation
and bis magnification of himself, I should
have hoped after he had endeavoured to be-
little such men as the member for Perth that
he would set un excellent example to both
gitdes of the House in his behaviour in his
place, and endeavour to preserve the dignity
of Parliament and the placidity of the de-
hate. However, I am disappointed with the
hon. member, as on many previous occasions.
What I desire to deal with now is the way
in which the Esperavce district is treated.
Notwithstanding the promises of assistance
for the establishment of a bacon faetory at
Grass Patch with, perhaps, another at Esper-
ance, the intimation given to the whole of
the public of the State is that Esperamce is
a tabooed district. No new settlers go there.
The assistance given to other parts of the
State is not fo be given to the settlers in the
Lsperance district, And even in the purchase
of their wheat—and in this respect I sup-
pose we must be thankful to the Minister
for Industries for having said semething on
their behalf—even in that they are onily to
receive some little eucouragement at Fsper-
ance itself and at Norseman,

The Attorney General: That, surely, was

. genuine.

Hon. T: WALEKER: I am not denying that
it was genuine as far as it went, but it was
not whole-hearted, it was little, They shounld
be treated exactly on a par with other set-
tlers in other parts of the State. That dis-
trict is too large and too important fo the
future of the State to be treated with the
utter neglect with which it has been treated
by the present Government. [ shall have
ocension to return to the subjeet at a later
date, so for the present I will not weary the
Agsembly by dealing with it further.

Mr, Maley: You ought to ndvocate separa-
tion for that province.

Hon, T. WALKER: I think we ought to
go in for separation all over the State. But
decidedly that big distriet might as well be
scparated, a district capable jof providing
lomes for thousands might as well be the
other gide of South Australia for all that the
present Ministry eare about it. They are
ignoring it and doing all they can to pre-
vent its development. Yet it is as service-
able a part of the State as are those portions
particularly favoured by lavish expenditore
of the Government.
the assistance they ask for, while Esperance
is deliberately told that it shall receive none,
I particnlarly want now to deal with that ex-
traordinary method of land administration
which we have heard explained this after-
noon by the Honorary Minister. I do not
think we have ever had the experience of
listening to sueh a lame, contradictory
apology for Ministerial ineptitude and ignor-
ance as that which we have heard from the
Honorary Minister this afternoon. Here is
a man who tells ug that things of the most
momentons character are happening in his
own department, and he says he knows noth-

Some distriets get all

ing of them. Does he not know that |
officers are running the country as well as i
Lands Department, not only the Lands I
partment, but the Police Department, a
not only the Police Department but are
directly running the Attorney General’s .
partment?

The Attorney General: Oh no, they do ne

Hon. T. WALKER: What about the lice
ing benches and the Magistrates who co
under the purview of the Attorney Gener:
Here we have the spectacle of magistrates |
ing in offect directed as to how they sh
act in the administration of justice in th
courts. There is not a word of condemnat
from the Attorney General or his departme
Wa have never heard of such an attempt
deliberately direet the decisions of mag
trates, as we have in this particular case,
is one of the wost delicate matters in |
world to interfere in the administration
a Police Court case, but to deal with a mag
trate in a licensing court, to give practi
directions, for that is what this amonnts to,
a police magistrate is an interference w
justice that shonld make the blood stir
the veins of the Attorney General, and ca
him to insist upon more than the limp
planation we have heard from the Honors
Minister (Hon, F. B, 8. Willmott) this afi
noon. This only shows the state into wh
the Government have fallen. ‘Any Minis
e¢an do as he likes, or can do nothing at
if he likes, and the others are perfectly e
tent to drift on. The truth is that we hg
Tost all responsibility in Parliamentary G
ernment. We bave a ‘‘go-as-you-pleas
Ministry, and we could not have a better
ample of this than in the conduet of
Honorary Minister in conneetion with ¢
transaction. Let us review it. There hs
been, in all the townships opened up by ag
cultural development in this State, blo
reserved for the purpose of State hotels,
in order to prevent the indiscriminate issue
licenzes. That has heen the policy of the !
as laid down by Act of Parliament, backed
and directed by the vote of the people. 1
people have said, ‘‘We wiil not have an
crease of licenses,’’ and in order that t
direction from the people may be carried .
Governments in the past have said, “‘In I
ing out townships we will reserve in each ton
ship some particular block suitable for a St
hotel.?”

Mr, Pickering: Is that so?

Hon. T. WALKER: It is so.

Mr. Pigkering: I thought that an appli
tion could he made by a private individunal
a Yicense if it was outside a radins of 15 mi
form an cxisting license.

Mr, O'Loghlen: What {id the referend
indieate

Hon. T. WALKER: If a new goldfield, :
15 miles away from an existing license,
quires hotel accommodation for travellers s
so forth, it is permissible that such a lice:
should be granted. We are now speaking
deliberately laid out agrienltural townshi
and of thoge laid out by the Crown under :
leasehold principle. In every instance we h:
reserved to the Crown for the purpose of
State hotel a block or two in the best posit
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for such purpose. This has been Jone in ae-
eordance with the instructions of the people
who have said that there shall be no new M-
censes, or if ‘there be any that they shall be
State licenses. It now appears that in this
place the Lande Department has been asked
for leave to liave a hotel there. If the truth
were to be told here to-night, hon. members
would know that there was not a township
anywhere but has had a similar request to ten-
der. In every part of the State those anxious
to make money by means of a license have
asked that a hote! should he permitted in these
places. The peculiarity of this partieular spot
is that someone, not the roads board or even
the farmers and secttlers has particularly
moved the Lands Department to aet as it has
done.

Mr. Troy: Probably some member of Par-
ilament.

Hon. T. WALKER: There are some mem-

bers of Parliament who belong to the Farm- -

ars and Settlers’ Association.

My Pickering: There is nothing to be
1shamed of in that.

Hon. T. WALEER: The hon. member
wght to be prond of it. A genuine farmer
mnd 8 genuine settler are indeed something to
e prond of. T want to know what was the
wower that was able to turn adrift the common
ectitude of the Lands Department. What
ower wag it that turned the heads of some of
he most staid officers of that department?

Hon. P. Colliecr: The Honorary Minister
rigsrepresented the whole position. Tt was Mr.
ling who gave the ingtructions and not Mr.
forris. They said they called upon Mr. King
nd he promised to do it
Hon. T. WALKER: That is what I objeet
2
Hon. P. Collicr: The Minister did not wen-
on the Under Secretary.
Hon. T. WALKER: Here is a minnte ad-
ressed to ‘'The Hon Mr. Willmott,”* and it
i as follows—

T note your wishes of the 10th inst., and
care will he taken in future to avoid any
semblance of giving instructions which were
not intended in this ease. Cabinet decided
on evidence submitted by you that an hotel
was necessary, and as it was not proposed
to erect a State hotel the hotel site was
thrown open under certain conditions, Be-
fore the lieenging court sat the purchasers
ealled and said tbe inspector of police at
Wortham had informed them that he had
general instructions to oppese any license
Leing granted, and asked whether T would
advise the Commissioner of Police as to the
conditions attached to the sale of the land.
he minute said that ‘T would advise the
ymmissioner of Police.”’

Hou. P. Collier: There you are.

Hon. T. WALKER: The minute proceeds—

T- promised to de this, but said it would
he for the Commissioner to issue what in-
structions he thought fit. Paragraph 2 of
the minute was unfortunately worded, but
no doubt the Commissioner of Police took it
as it was intended, as he would know that
this department bad no power to give in-
struetions in cases of this kind. T presume
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the gencral instruction issved to the inspee-
tor of police to oppose any license was given
when it was the policy to erect State hotels
wherever possible, but as the policy was
changed it might be thonght that the in-
struetions might have been revised, Signed,
H. 8. King,

Hon. P. Collier: 1t is the Under Secretary
and not Mr., Morris, The Minister represented
it as if it was Mr. Morris

Mr. Pickering: There is avother minute
to which the Minister referred.

Hou. P. Coliier: The Under Secretary takes
the responsibility. They called upon him.

The Attorney General: These are the con-
ditiong of the lease.

Hon. T. WALKER: Here is a letter ad-
dressed to ‘*The Hon, Mr. Willmott'’ by Mr.
Kling who says—

Before the Licensing Court sat the pur-
chasers called and said that the Inspector
of Police at Northam had informed them
that he had general instructions to oppose
any licensc being granted, and asked whether
1 would advise the Commissioner of Police
as to the conditions attached to the sale of
the land.

The Attorney Gemeral: Preeisely,

Heon. P. Collier: . Of course.

Hon. T. WALKER: Tt will be observed
that he says, ‘‘I -promised.’’

The Attorney General: Yon read in a very
low voice the thing that he did promise.

Hon. P. Collier: That he would instruct the
police?

The Attorney General: No.

. Hon. P. Collier: There is no other construe-
tion to be placed uporn it.

The Attorney General: That he would ad-
vise the Commigsioner of Police as to the con-
ditions under which the lamd was sold.

Hon. P. Collier: That is what the Minister
saitt that Mr. dMorris did.

The Attorney Gencral: No, Mr. Morris went
beyond that.

Hon. P. Collier:

The Attorney General:
goes beyond that.

Hon. P. Collier:
structions, What
wriggle out?

The Atterney General: I am not doing the
wriggling.

Hon, T. WALKER: This complicates the
nosition still more. T ecould understand the
Minister not having a strict sense of the ex-
actitude of speech, and making all kinds of
blunders, and T can wnderstand him even de-
siring to sereen the Under Secretary, and to
throw the blame upon Mr. Morris, and then
trying to throw the blame off him, but T ean-
not understand the Attormey General

The Attorney General: Read both
ments. They speak for themselves.

., Hon. T, WALKER: Will you pardon me,
8ir, if T read this paragraph againt

Mr. SPEAKER: Very well,

Hon, T. WALKER: T desire to show the
House that it is not T who am trying to
ghuflle, but, that it is the Attorney General, T
will read again Mr. King’s letter—

Before the Licensing Court sat the pur-
chasers called—

No such thing.
Mr. Movris's letter

He must have had his in-
is the use of trring to

docu-
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Hon, P. Collier: TUpon Mr, King.

Hoi. T. WALKER: It continues—. .

and said the Inspector of Police at Nor.

tham had informed them—
That is, the purchasers—
that he—
That-is, the inspector—

had general instructions to oppose any k-

cense being granted, and asked whether I—
That is, the writer-—

would advise the Commissioner of Police as

{-o the conditions attached to the sale of the

and, :

I will read this lounder if the Attorney Gen-
eral desires,

I promised to do this, and said it would be
for the Cominissioner to issne what instrue-
tions he thought fit. Paragraph 2 of  the
minute was unforfunately worded, but no
doubt the Commissioner of Police took it
as it was intended, as he would know that
this department had no power to give in-
strections in cases of this kind.

Myr. Pickering: What is that paragraph 29

Hon. T. WALKER: Paragraph 2 reads as
follows :

T shall, therefore, be glad if yon will in-
struct your liquor inspector, in the cireum-
stanees, that as the purchaser is ouly
complying with the ferms of approval, it
would be inconsistent on the part of the
Government for any opposition to be put
forward.

Mr. Pickering: Whose minnte was that?

Hon, T. WALKER: The Under Seerctary
for Lands.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minia-
ter): Morria,

Hon. T. WALKER: Let us not obscure the
fact of how the matter stands. We have the
whole thing here. They, the purchasers, called
on King; you cannot get behind that; King
receives them—the Under Seeretary receives
thent—they discnss the matter and they ask
him, King, if thev cannot write a letter to the
Commissioner of Police. He promised he would
write to the Commissioner of Police. That is
the promise of King. Now, then: if Morris
wrote that letter he wrote to fulfil 2 promise
by King, the Under Seeretary. There is no
question about that, What does that reveal
to us?

Mr. Pickering: You blamed Morris.

Hon. P, Collier: I did not; I said it was
his signatuare.

Hon. T. WALKER: It is putting it upon
Morris. I said from wbat T knew of Morris
be would not write such a letter as I have
quoted without instructions, and strong instrue-
tions.

Mr. Pickering: The leader of the Oppo-
sition asked the Minister whose was the signa-
ture, and he said he could not make it out.

Hon. P. Collier: Tell that kind of thing to
children,

Hon. T. WALKER: Do not waste our time
over little things like that. Get to the facts.
Whe received the deputation? The TUnder
Seeretary of the Lands Department. Who,
therefore, promised to write to the Commis-
joner? The Under Secretary of the Lands
Department. Whoever wrote the letter, wrote
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in fulfilment of that promise, and then the max
who is carrying out the promise is loaded witl
the dishonour or shame, or anything you lik
to call it.

Hou. F, E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis
ter): There is no dishonour or shame..

Hon, T. WALKER: There is.

Hou. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis
ter): There is not.

Hon. T. WALKER: There is no mijstake i
eonduct of this kind. Tt is an absolute viola
tion of every rule of the Lands Deparfmeni
and every other department. :

Hon. P. Collier; It is 2 subterfuge.

Houn. T. WALKER: I say it-is more tha
o simple mistake. It is one of the things h
could not make a mistake upon. He could no
possibly do such a thing. He is an old, &3
perienced, honourable, oficer and he could nc
do it without strong instructions, without dire
tiops from some superior that he must obe
He got the superior, the Under Secretary fc
Lands.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott {Honorary Mini
ter): The leader of the Opposition asked m
whose signature it was. I said I did not kno
but would take the trouble to find out, an
Mr. Morris said it was his signature. Ti
leader of the Opposition said it was a subte
fuge.

Hon. T. WALKER: Let vs see what th
means. If anything condemns a Governmen
this kind of conduct does. Tt means that
was done behind the back of Ministers wi
knew nothing about it, who do not know ti
facts to this day, beeause after the matter
questioned in the House the Minister cann
tell us who the purchasers were. Who calls
on the Under Secretary?

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minj
ter): The purchasers,

Hon. T. WALKER: Does he know who th
are?

Hon. ¥, E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Mini
ter): If he said they did, his word is go
enough for me. If he said ‘‘the purchasers,
they called.

Hon. T. WALKER: Who were they?
ftthey’! may be their agent or agents, wl
called? Who were ‘‘they’’? What were the
names? However, these people ecalled m
apparently, without submitting it to the Mini
ter, the Under Secretary undertakes to inte
fere with another department.

The Premier: How did you know anybo
called? Does the minute say so?

Hon. T. WALKER: He has just woke w
Yes. Tt could not have been A. L. Johnst
if he is at the Front. Somebody else must ha
called. Who did call? This is the point. T
Honorary Minister has not made inquiries |
that vital part of this file.

Hon. F, E. 8, Willmott (Honorary Min
ter): It was the first time I saw it,

Hon, T. WALEER: Has he got an explan
tion beyond the letter I have read from Kin,

Hon. F, E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Min
ter): 1 have not.

Hon. T. WALKER: Did the letfer ful
satisfy him?

Hon. P, E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Min
ter): What letter?
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Hon. T. WALKER: King’s minute, Is that
perfectly satisfactory?

Hou, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Certainly not.

Hon. T. WALKER: Why not have gone to
the root of things so as to inform the House?

Hon. F, E. 5, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter}): Inquiries are now being made. .
Hon. T. WALEER: A matter of vital im-
portancelike that, It does not take two min-
utes to make inquiries., ‘‘Now being made'’—
always that answer. I want them made, and
any Minister who js attentive to |his
real. duties, of what is due to the
House, would have made inquiries about
it in  less than five winutes. There
i8 no good going the wheole world over
searching for a matter of that kind; content
to leave it to sowme ofher department before
making inquiries. His chief officer, the Under
Secretary, takes upon himself to assure the
lepartment. What deputation was this, that
he ghould step from his lofty height as guardian
of the interests of the Lauds Department,
sromising to interfere with the administration
if other departments? What was the personal
ilement of these purchasers, or agents, or cham-
viens, that would take a.man of King’s ex-
serience out of his vsual pathway to say, “x
vill undertake to write’’?

Hon. F. E. 5. Willmott (Honorary Mlms-
er}: The only man who counld talk him over
vould be the member for Kanowna.

Hon. T. WALKER: We see the marvels of
wlminjstration. The Minister knows nothing
thout it

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
er): How ecan 1¢

Hon. T. WALILER: I suppose beeause you
ave not enough braing. I am saying what is
he mere fact, if the member will listen. The
MTinister knows nothing about it.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
er): That is & faet.

Hon. T. WALKER: But these men, whoever
hey were, these mysterions characters who
:alled on him, had power to dircet that officer
0 po right ount of his own department to inter
ere in the administration of justice of the
state. Who are ‘“they’’? What position in the
ommunity do they hold¥ TEvidently they dare
1ot go to the Minister.” They go to King and
e, who is not a Minister, over the head of the

Tinister, in the Minister’s complete ignorance,

nstruets the police. And not only does he
nstruet the police, but I want to know who is
ireetly vesponsible for the wording of the
onditions on the back of the title. Who framed
hat set of conditions?

Hon, F. E. 8, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
er}: They were submitted to me and T
pproved of them,

Hon, T. WALKER: Who were the mysteri-
us visitors who have morve power than the
linister?

Hon. F, E. 8, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ar): T could not becanse T have no braing,
zeording to you.

Hon. T. WALKER:
inning to realise that.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
wwy: I am or I would not be sitting here.

I Dhelieve you are he-

. ter):
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Hon. T. WALKER: The persons who in-
structed the police are those who had some-
thing to do with the instructions to the
police, possibly had somethiag to de with
the wording of the set of conditions on the
back of the title. Whoever heard of such a
thing? This is the worst kind of direction.

Hon. F. E. 8 Willmott (Henorary Minis-
ter): You can blame me for it

Hon. T, WALKER: I am blaming the
hon, member for the whole lot, even of what
he is ignorant, because he ought to know.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Whatt

Hon. T. WALKER: Keep calm. He ought
not tn allow it to be possible for such a2
thing to oceur in his department.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Nongense!

Hon. T. WALKER: Ministers not only
turn upside dewn the administration of the
Lands Department, hecausc that is what it
meaus, but he puts conditions on the title.

Hon. F. E. S, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Governments have been endorsing the
backs of titles—Government after Govern-
ment—with various c¢onditions—*‘Shall not
sell intoxicanta’’ and things like that.

Hon, T. WALEKER: Oune can possibly
part with certain land under a contract that
it ghall never be used for specific purposes
deleterious to the community. But where
in the history of government is there to be
found a direction that land shall be used for
licensed premises?

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
Frequently.

Hon, T. WALKER: But where?

Hon. F. E. 8 Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Tn the casc of every hotel bloek sold.

Hon. T. WALRER: The hon. gentleman
can show me not one instance of that.

Hon. P. E. 8 Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Certainly T ean.

Hon. T. WALKER: Never. He cannot do
it. What is the use of his talking?

AMr. SPEAKER: Order! This cross-firing
must cease,
Hon, T. WALKER: Exhibitions of irri-

tation on the part of the Honorary Minister
are not becoming. There iz more than that,
Tt is not only that this man dares, in the
ignorance of the Honorary Minister, to inter-
fere with another department and with the
administration of justice; but he undertakes
to frame z policy for the Government; he
undertakes to decide what is the policy of
the Government; he makes a poliey for him-
gelf. Observe this conclusion—

T presume the general instruetions is-
sued to the inspector of police to oppose
all licenses was given when it was the po-
licy to erect State hotels wherever pos-
sible.  But as the policy has changed, it
might be that these instructions:-have heen
revised.

That - is deeiding a policy for the Govern-
ment—a thing peculiarly within the prevince
of the Minister—and deeiding it without
previous submission to the Alinister in charge.
That iz the abmormality. The officer pre-
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sumes that one set of conditions obtained af
a time when it was the policy to erect State
hotels, and then he assumes that the policy

has been changed. I have ne information of.

its being changed; there has been no an-
nouncement of any change in policy. But
the officer interprets the policy as changed,
and says it might be that the insbructions
might be revised, and upon that he aets, and
acts without the knowledge of his Minister.
Hgve you, Sir, ever known such an ontrage
on governmenty Where is government to be
found if this kind of thing iz possible? We
have no government. We have anarchy in
our departments. The Homorary Minister
‘eomplacently puts it forward as an excuse
that he did not know of it, that he was not
aware of it. This enormity can be per-
petrated. The Minister pretends now that
he knows something in this respeet, that he
had approved of these instructions, and that
these instructions were in effect that a
Nicense was to be granted. It is no use his
irying to get out of that.

Hon. P. Collier: He says that in the

Jetter.

Hon, T. WALEER: When the police were
informed of what they were to do in this
matter, the instruetions were as follows:—

I shal), therefore, be glad if you will in-
struet your local inspector in the eircum-
stances that as the purchaser is only com-
plying with the terms of the approval it
would be inconsistent on the part of the
Government for any opposition to be put
forward.

Here is what is actually happeuning. The
Under Seeretary is presumed to be the Gov-
ment. The Lands Department are given in-
structions on the lease, and to oppose the
license afterwards would be to oppose the in-
gtructions given on the lease.
the Government may be consistent, the police
must be silent and offer no opinion. And that
kind of thing is possible in the Lands Depart-
ment uuder the guidance of the present Minis-
ter! No wonder we see it stated in the Press
that the country is absolutely going to anarchy,
or going to the dogs. While that is going on,
the Minister, who knew or should have known
that King was the responsible party all
through, tells us, in answer to a question—

A request wag improperly wmade to the
Commissioner of Police by an officer of the
Lands Department, without the knowledge
of the Honorary Minister controlling the
Lands Department or the Minister in contrel
of the police, The matter is being fully in-
vestigated.

And to-day, in his speech to this Assembly, the
Honorary Minister said that that officer was
Morris. We are absolutely at an end of our
confidence; we can trust nobody if such things
arc possible, as the Minister misleading the
House. Whether the Minister did it intention-
ally or unintentionally, purposely or in dire
ignorance, T eare not: the same effect is there
—we are misled, we are deceived, King is
supreme, who presumes fo direct how the
courts of justice shall he run and how the
police shall act, I say there is room for fur-

In order that .
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ther inquiry.  Whether Morris or somebody
clee wrote these minutes, we want to inquire
exactly who they were and what they snid dur-
ing that interview., The files, so far as.I have
been able to discover, do not disclose up to the
present what persons are concealed under the
general term ¢ purchasers.’’ Does anyone
nean to tell me that an applicant for an hotet
up at, say, Trayning conld come in and get
King to interfore with the Police Department?
Could a man from any other townsite in this
State go in to King now and say, ‘‘ Will you
please give instructions to the police authori-
ties not to oppose??’’

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is absurd.

Hon. T. WALKER: Why, King wouid very
quickly tell the ordimary man to go about his
husginess, if he did that. But these people
were men of wmore significance, and more in-
finence, and more impertance, evidently.

The Minister for Works: Does uot the file
state who it was who called?

Hon, T. WALKER: No.

Hon. P. Collier: The file simply says, “*The
purchasers, '’ .

Hon. T. WALKER: I have asked the Hon-
orary Minister to tell us who those persons
were. He docs not know. He has not in-
quired. The Minister for Works, I venture to
gay would have made it his frst busincss to
inguire who they were,

The Minister for Works: On my files you
will find the name of all callers.

Hon. T. WALKER: TUndoubtedly. That is
the difference, TFor business capacity T un-
dertake to say not mueh fault is to be found
with the Minister for Works in the eonduect
of his department.

Hon. P, Collier: He would know more about
this business anyhow,

Hon. T. WALKER: But hete we have *fpur-
chasers’’ covering we know not whom,

Hon. P. Collier: People who can move the
TUnder Seerctary for Lands to give instructions
to the police.

Hon. T. WALKER: The ‘' purchasers’’ are
of such importance that they ean set to work
upon the Under Seeretary for Lands to in-
struet the Police Tepartment how they shall
act, and that they can induce the Under Seere-
tary to put upon the title issued a (direction to
the magistrate who is to adjudicate. Tt is no
uge saying that the decision iz with the magis-
trate afterwards. T say that endorsement on
the title is a divect instruction to the magis-
trate. Aund Mr. Canning, who presided at the
Moora court, felt it as an offence, and eom-
mented wpon thig strange eonduet. It is very
humiliating for A magistrate net to have to go
ont of his way, but to find it the most natural
thing in the world, to find fnult with the Gov-
ecrnment for framing this title with conditions.

Hon, P. Collier: Conditions tying the
magistrate’s hands,

Hon, T. WALKER: Undoubtedly, T must
ecompliment the magisterial body on having a
man like Canning upon the bench, with the
moral pluck to point out an absurdity and
enormity of that kind put hefore him in the
course of hiy adwinistration of justice. But
to think that sueh a thing is possible, and
possible on the part of an TUnder Sceretary
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without consultmg his VIunstgr, without the
Minister’s knowing anything about it! Klng
takes the responsibility, in spite of the Mia-
ister, who tries to shifle it from ng. When
one writes a letter saying that it would be in-

consistent for the Government to oppose, after -

their instruetions on the title, what room js
there for the magistrate to do as he thinks

 fit? He is obliged to follow those instruetions,
ng takes the respon31b1hl:y there. The Min-
ister is trying to scrcen him.

Hon. P. Collier: That is it.

Hon. T. WALKER: I think there is room
for very serious protest. What is the country
coming to, I want to know, when unnamed,
unmentioned persons can call at the Lands
office and set that office running about in other
departments, interfering with the Attorney
General’s department, in the case of the
magistrate, by that absurd stipulation upon
the title, interfering with the Colonial Seec-
retary’s Department, as to the conduet of
the police without consulting the Minister
or even the Commissioner of Police? Things
are coming to a fine pass. We do not know
what may happen any day. Who are the uo-
mentioned persons referred to in this file?
We ought to know.

Hon. P. Collier: They are the driving foree
in the Lands Department.

Hon. T. WALKER: If we lave had no
geandal of any moment up to now in the his-
tory of the government of this State, this
is n imest momentous seandal, a revelation of
incapacity in government, and of influence
in, I will not say, high places, for we do not
know how high they werc, but in some guar-
ters, and evidence of mis-government such as
wonld eange any self-respecting Cabinet at
ouce. npon the exposure being made, to ad-
mit their incapacity to eontinue, and fo cause
them at onee to make room for those who
would know what was going on in the depart-
ments and who would take to task officers
who presumed to shape the policy of the
Government and to direct the departments of
State not in the interests of justice but in
favour of infercsted parties.

Mr. FOLEY (Lconora) [5.14 p.m.] : Before
dealing with the few subjects I propose to
touch upon, I desire to have a few words re.
garding the case upon which the last speaker
has commented. TUp to the present Austra-
Kan politics, leaving party politics altogether
aside, have had the reputation of being, and
have in faet been, e¢lean. But to my mind
this case might give ground for thinking
that politics are being dragged into the mud.
T wish to make no eharge against any Minis-
ter, nor against any officer, I have listened
carefully to the member for Kanowna, and
I think there is no man holding Ministerial
office who ought to hold it very long, if he
does not probe this matter to the very bot-
tom. I hope the Honorary Minister will do
that. Tf he does not, then T shall be one of
his severest crities. There iz another aspect
of this question, the public servants of the
State. Tn what position are they placed? Is
it to be their duty or that of the Ministry
to formulate a policy? Although not making
a charge against the official, if there has been
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any influence used te make any officér in the
employment of the State take any action
other than that he would have taken in ordi-
nary circumstances, I contend that that
officer should not occupy very long the post
he holds. Angther person ghout whom I
would like to comment is the individual who
would improperly use any power he might
have above that of an ordinary citizem, If
sueh power has been used by anyone in a
position other than that of an ordinary citi-
zen, he should be relegated to the place of
an ordinary citizen and he shonld he reduced
to the level of the lowest tang of the ladder
of citizenghip. T Dbelieve that an inquiry
will be held and every hon. member will wel-
come it, and if it proves anything at all,
am sure hou, members will not forget that
they are citizens of Westerr Anstralia and
that they wish to see that everything is doune
cleanly, not only in politics, but in eonnee-
tion with administration. Many members
have spoken with regard to the position in
which the State finds itself at the present

time. No matter what may be said to the
contrary, the majority of public men are
deeply conecerned about the state of the

finances. I am very pleased to think that
T sat behind a Government a few years agoe
who spent money in the direction of laying
# good deal of foundation work. But for
that, we would not now be in the fortunate
position in which we find ourselves, I he-
lieve those millions of loan money were well
»gpent. Of course, there might be some con-
troversy as to whether the money was wisely
spent, but there is no doubt about the fact
that the expenditure laid the foundation of
primary and secondary industries. The other
States which bave had sinking funds have
suspended the payment of them, a perfectly
legal and justifiable action. But it i3 a het-
ter thing to my mind if a State can pull
throngh withoet suspending the payment of
its sinking fond, If we can manage that
at the end of this year we shall have about
£214,000 going towards the rvedemption of
our loans, which would not be the e¢ase if
we sugpended the payment. But if we are
forced to suspend the payment it should he
the duty of the Federal Government to step
in and tell the Ministry of this State that
they will indemmify  Western Australia
against any loss in that regard. The ques-
tion is as to how we can get out of our exs
isting position. After all, almost every por-
tion of Augtralia is in a bad way., We are
suffering because we are not producing the
same wealth which the Fastern States are
producing. There are white hopes in politics
here who believe in the one theme of retrench-
ment, & theme under which they think every-
thing can be done. Many of us know what
retrenechment did for some of the Eastern

States, and that many people over there had
to put up great battles just because a policy
of retrenchment was adopted in place of a
poliey of good administration. Tn Vietoria,
in the richer parts of New South Wales and
in Quensland, the very poverty of those
States led to the establishment of an indus-
try whieh in later years bhronght great pros-
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perity. 1 refer to the dairying industry. In
our own State I do not think we will ever
get dairying until the people are pushed into
it as was done in the other Siates.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Hon. P. Collier: What helped to establish
the dairying industry in Victoria was the
bonus system; it is against the Constitution
now,

Mr. FOLEY: A few members in this Cham-
ber have said that we should retrem¢h. 1In
what direction are we going to retrench? Are
we going to retrench our educational eflic-
iency? If s0, we shal)l do an everlasting in-
jury to future generations of this State. It
has been brought vividly home to us during
the past four vears that educational effic-
jency has played a very big part in the at-
tempt to gain world supremacy. 1f we too
had not reached a similar stage of educational
efticiency, [ refer te Great Britain and her
Allies, we shonld never have been able to
combat that educational and seientific effie-
iency which has helped our encmy to put up
such a battle against wns. Lagt segsion I
pointed ount how the administrative costs
might be reduced. We cannot eompare the
cost of education in the eountry to that of
the metropolitan area, and any member who
has been in any way responsible for the
spread of educational faeilities in outback
centres can rest assured that he has assisted
to do something that few of the other parts
of Anstralia bave done. T am sure that no
hon. member would wish to eurtail education
in that way. 8o far as administration ia
concerned, I shall lave an opportunity of
saving something when the TEatimates oare
brought down. T am going to see whether
any alteration has been made, and if there
has not heen any change in the direction of
improvements to effect a reduction of expen-
ditare, I shall not hesitate to offer criticism.
So far as health is concerned, we can neither
economise nor retreneh to any great extent.
I think, however, that a better system of ren-
dering help can be adopted so far as those
are concerned who are not able to afford medi-
cal assistance by subsidising every hospital
in the State under conditions similar te those
adopted in connection with the hospitals which
are alrendy sobsidised. T do not wish to ap-
pear parochial when T say that the system of
guhsidising has been a success in the Monnt
Magnet district. in the distriet T represent,
and in the district represented hy the mem-
ber for Avon, ag well as others. Tf the Gov-
ernment had been obliged to take over the
whole of these hogpitals, they would have been
even more up against it than they are at the
present time. Tn many of the outback places
where people are far removed from the good
things which the metropolia has to provide,
marriecd men are payving 1s. 3d. per week

for medical facilities and hospital aecom-
modation for their wives and families.
It evervone were to pay this sam there

would he hrought about a state of things
that would make administration of health
matters and the hespitals of the State a great
deal easier than it is at the present time,

gar

Mr. Davies: You believe in nationalisation.

Mr. PFOLEY: 1 believe that would be the
first step towards the nationalisation of these
institutions. Where the hospitals are sub-
sidised, hetter treatment is afforded and the
conditions generally are an improvement on
those which exist in the metropolitan
area. When the State is again saffluent and
can provide these facilities in the way that
T have degeribed, we will find it will be pos-
sible to save mueh money which ean be =pent
in development in other directions, With re-
gard to economy, a good deal can be done.
Hon. members will no doubt have notieced
that economy is already Dbeing practised in
many of the offices. Jt will frequently be
geen that one man is now doing the work
that was doue by twe hefore, that a good
deal of money has been saved in connection
with the stationery which is uwsed. But a
good denl van yet be done in the metropelitan
area where in these stresstul times we should
carry out what obtains in the outback cen-
tres. Take the mining rvegistrars. They are
doing all the work that has to be done for
the Government as between the people of the
district and the Government. That kind of
thing does not obtain to the same extent

in the metropolitan area, although al-
terations have been made with economy
in view, T believe that ecven greater
eeonomies can  still be cffected. But

in some directions it is nlmost impossible
to economise to a greater extent than is be-
ing done at present. When all is going well
we do not require any friends, but when we
are right up against it we begin to look round
for help. Tor a long time past I have be.
licved that the chemist is the man whe is
going to help this State out of ity diflicul-
ties. The chemist, the scieatist, the mun of
rescareh work; he it is who will do more
than any other man to help us. But we are
not going to get that assistance by retrench-
ment. iy refusing to spend anything. We
require to apend money to get the advantage
of that work. Tater on T will again rvefer to
the necessity for the work of the chemist in
certain industries, but hefore coming to that
T have a few ordinary matters to tourh upon,
Regarding production, we are now produeing
in many dirertions, and we require to pro-
duee in more. Men in the vemote parts of
the State are being penalised for having goue
out so far. If we had the zone systemn of
charges on the railwavs it woull lessen the
handicap of thess peaple outhaek, There is
a certain freight on gonds going to Armalale,
a distance of 20 miles. Those goods have to
be unloaded hut once. Goods going to Bun-
huary, more than four times as far as Arma-
iale, have to be unloaded nnly once, vet a
ereater charge is made upon them than on
the gonds to Arinadale, Take my own dis-
triet, Teonora, or take Meekatharra., 1f we
hail a 100-miles rone system, in which a cer-
tain charge would he made, we could then de-
erease the charge if the distanee was grenter,
and so give the man awav out hack 2 chance
of living under the same conditions ag thorea
closer in, The consumer of the goods that
have to be hauled 600 miles s under an un-
fair handicap as comparved with those in the
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metrepolitan area. If we had the zone sys-
tem the burden of the railwavs would be
spread in such o way as to cateh that parti-
eular section of the community in the metro-
politan arean who make everything possible
out of the produce for which, after all, they
are only agents. In regard to the proposed
three railway commissioners, I have had an
opportunity of making a few inquiries in the
FEast. I find that although we have only one
Commissioner, there are many offices in our
Railwuy Department which have not heen
ereated in the Hast. In Victoria the General
Traffic Manager is one of the Commissioners,
as is also the man who looks after the loco.
department. Tf we are to have three com-
missioners, let us put in three good railway
men, We shall then get Dbetter resnilts than
we have bhad up to the present. But if we
are going to appoint three commissioners on
tep of the present expenditure on railway
work, it will be bad busmess indeed. Re-
garding the sanatorium at Wooroleo, let me
say that T know the conditions under which
the men on the goldficlds live and work, T
know the ravages of miners’ complaint. TIn
my opinion we can never do too much for
the men who have to live the few remaining
vears of their lives in such conditions as those
men experience. When the Bill for the es-
tablishment of the sanatorium at Wooroloo
was under discussion, T gave it every consid-
eration. T do not think that institution has
yet had an opportunity of proving its full
value. T hope the Governmenl will seriously
consider the position before consenting to
anv radical change.

Hon, W, ¢, Angwin: All the bad cases at
Subineo were put in there.

Mr. POLFY: T am aware of that. The
hon. member himself went verr fully into
that. T do not see any justification for doing
away with the sanatoriumn at Wooroloo, Tt
a sanatorium is to be again established at
Coolgardie, of course the men of the goldfields
will prefer to go there. T have seen in the
sanatorinm men with whom T had previously
worked, big-framed men now absolutely help-
less. One cannot hlame them for grawling,
for they have somethine to growl about. My
heart goes out to them. and T would like to
do something for them. T want the Govern-
ment and the Honse to give everv considera-
tion to the institution at Woorolon before
making any radieal change. We have heard
something of the administration of the fire
brigades in the metropelitan area. T have
had an opportunity of seeing at work both
the volunteer system and the permanent gys.
tem, Tf we are to have an efficient fire ser-
vice in the metvopolitan area, we eannot
afford to reduce the number of permanent
men, The Government shonld see to it that
their representative on the hoard votes
against reduction.

Hon, W, ¢, Angwin: Why?

Mr. FOLEY: T am looking at it hoth as
a memher of this Chamber and as a member
of the Perth eity counecil. Tn hoth eapacities
T sax that if we are to have efficieney we can-
not rednee owr permanent staff. T am con-
vinceed that the expenditure necessary under
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the volunteer system will be even greater
than would be necessitated by an increased
permanent staff. Take Leederville, a thickly
populated eentre. Under the new system
it is proposed to have only two permanent
men at Leederville, where there is also to ha
a fire engine. Tf those in favour of the volun-
teer syatem get their way, it is intended to
have only one man at Leederville to look
after the engine and take it out wlen a fire
occurs. .Tnst recently we have had over here
Mr. Lee, the superintendent of the metro-
politan brigade in Melbourne, who knows as
urh ahout fire brigade work as any man in
Australia, Mr, Lee distinctly stated that the
present number of our permanent men is few
enough, that indeed we are just now below
the safety line in regard to fires. We do not
want that, whether we are in favour of the
volunteer or of the permanent svstem. Per-
sonally, T wish to see the present efficiency
fully maintained. T think it is probable
that the underwriters will have a little
te say  regarding efficiency. I feel con-
vineed that it will eost more to equip
and maintain & band of volunteers than it
will if we keep two extra men at the station
to which T have referred. T want the Govern-
ment to consider whether they have in mind
the financial aspect as well as the efficiency
aspeet of thiz matter,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: From the financial
point of view there will be a saving.

Mr, FOLEY: T doubt that. I do not intend
to deal at any great length with the mining
industry, beeatse this has already been touched
upon by other hon. members well acquainted
with the subject. The member for Kalgoorlie
{Jr. Green) sproke of a case in which some
developmental work was being attempted by
a company or syndicate, He said that a shaft
had been sunk to a depth of 30 feet and that
the people concerned had driven for a little
over 260 fect from the shaft. T would think
twice hefore T advoeated that State aid should
be given in a ease of this sort, hecause T do
not think enough work has been done to prove
the stability of the show.

Mr. Green: They are not asking for State
aid.

Ar. FOLEY: I contend that if they had
hal an opportunity of getting the experience
of someone who had a knowledge of mining,
they did wrong in driving 250 feet from a 30
foot rise. Tt was an absolnte waste of money
and material. The officials of the Mines De-
partment should see, if any assistance is asked
for from this company or syndicate, that this
work i3 not gome on with, becanse it is not
developmental work. Tf this is all that the
syndicate or company can put forward as an
argument as to why they should receive assist-
ance, then T do not think they will get much
from the Government. The member for Brown-
hill-Tranhoe (Mr. Lutey) referret to the
amount of ore per man broken in the State
at the present time, as comrared with what wag
the case in past years.

Mr. (ireen: These people are not prospecting
on the lead mine, hut are driving along the
lode.
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Mr, FOLEY: They should have gone down
Further hefore driving in. I do not want to
speak ahont the slowing down business, but [
do want to say that the figures quoted by the
meniber for Brownhill-Ivanhoe are no real indi-
ation that we are getting a better service to-
duy trom owr men, or that we have better men
engaged in the mining industry than we had
hefore our boys lett it for the Fromt. We
were breaking ore in this State before the war
to a preater extent, and at less cost, than was
being done by blavk labour in Afriva, Most of
the men who were hreaking that ore are now
doing tunnelling work, and we hope are break-
ing up the Germans on the battlefields of
Europe, T know that the mining industry is
right up against it regarding the cost of
material, and also up against it regarding the
cfficiency of labour. This is not beeause of
any desire on the part of the men working in
the industry not to do their best, but arises
ont of the faet that these men have not had an
opportunity of learning the mining business,
awd have not the same standard of knowledge
that is possessed by those men who have goene
ta the war. Another reason for this state of
affaira is that the men now engaped in the
industry arve hreaking ore, but are not doing
developmental work, and that is why the
amount or ore broken per man has inereased,
Tt is not that the men who remain behind are
more efficient than those who have gone away
to ficht for their king and country on the
Dattlefield,

Mr. Tatey: The mines are deeper now.

Alr. FOLEY: There is not a great deal of
difference in the depth from which that ore
is being  broken, compared with what was
the ense Defore these men went to  the
Front.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What are you trving
to gzot ot? T do not understand you.

Mr. FOLEY: T think that members re-
presenting  gold mining  constituencies are
thoronghly conversant with what T am say-
inz. There is one case that T think the Taxa-
tion Department showld take some notice of.
Tt has been =aid that the gold mining rom-
panies get everything they ean out of the
State and take the money they have made
to some other part of the world. Many
of these companies do this, unfortunatelv.
There is one company, however, the Sons of
CGwalia .M., which has put by £5,000 every
vear, not for developmental work hut to use
in prospecting for the purpese of finding
something new. Tf there is any gold-mining
vompany which is making monev out of it«
mine, bnt putting it back into develepmental
work, T think such a company shonld he
free of taxation. Fvery membher represent-
ing gold mining interests will hack me up in
this. There are very few of these companies
which will give back to the country more than
they are foreed to give.

Mr. Lutev: They have given us a drink-
ing fountain in Kalgoorlie after all these
yeara.

Mr, FOLEY: Ever since T have been o
member of thia Chamber not a single ap-
Plication for assistance for gold-mining that

azo

T have backed up have [ failed to have ap-
approved by the Minister for Mines of the day.
I wish to pgive Ministers and their depart
mental officers every credit for what they
have done in this direction. I have obtained
everything T asked for in the way of assist-
ance, but there were some things which I
could mot back uwp. If any member has a
knowledge of mining, and an application is
made through bim, for Government assist
ance, it is his duty, no matter what party
is in power, to sec that ao far as his know-
ledge shows him, that money is not heing
given away which should he kept in the
colfers of the State. T wish to touch upon
the question of repatriation. FEver sinee the
ontbreak of war I have bad an opportunity
afforded to ne other member of the Cham-
her, of secing what is expected of the sol-
dier, what the soldier gets, and the econdi-
tions under which he goes away, the con-
ditions nnder which he comes back, and the
conditions wiler which his family live
whilst he is away. I hold the position of
transport officer for the State, and have
visited every transport, not in tha interests
of the military authorities, hut in the in-
terests of those who were going away to
fight onr battles, as well a8 in the interests
of those who were fortunate enough to come
hack, of the dependents of those who unfor-
tunately will not come back, and in the in-
torests of the dependents of those who are
actually away. I alse hold the position of
hoapital insrector for the military autheri-
ties from the civilian point of view, anl T see
what is necessary to he done there. T also
hold the position of vomplaints' officer for re-
turned soldiers in this State. T assnre hon.
members that so far as eivilian officers are
concerned, after the military authorities
liave heen given nn opportunity of settling
anything, they have eivilian rights over amd
above their military vights, which is only
projer.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

[Hon, W, . Anpwin called attention to tha
state of the House; bells rung and a quorum
formed.

Mr. TOLEY: T hold these positions in an
hionerary capacity and have thus an oppor-
tunity of, to a great extent, seeing tha
seamy side of the war. Having seen that, and
knowing the conditions, T would be wanting
in my duty if T did not do all T couid for
those soldiers who came hack and whoe really
fourht for our freedem abroad. T do not
want my words to he miseonstrued on this
anestion of repatriation. The first thing Par-
linment has to do, and the first thing that
Australia bas to do, is to separate the unem-
ploved from the unemployable. That is a
problem,

Hon, P. Colliecr: Mo you know if the sys-
tem that was supposed to have heen intro-
dneed some time ago, of sending eards for
the soldiers to fill in before they landed here,
is still in operation?
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Mr. FOLEY: Yes. This question of
separating the unemployed from the unem-
ployable has got to be settled. I believe 1t
would be madness, and worse than a crime,
to send a man unless he was physically fit,
and his health wag good, on to the land. We
have all heard the ery, **Go upon the land.?’
Many men have made a failure on the land
in thig State, some becanse they did not
possess  the knowledge requisite for the
tilling of the soil, and others becanse they
were not able to stand the work., Many, of
vourse, have got on well Men have goue
from the goldtields in the full bloom of man-
lood and in the freshness of youth, and have
failed upon the laud, not from any cause
over which they had any control, but through
foree of cireumstances, Tt would, therefore,
be a sin and a erime to send any man who
came back upon the land unless he was phy-
sieally fit to go there. There has been some
little done, but I do not say for a moment
that everything has been done that should,
or coulld, have heen done. Like most hon.
members who have spoken on the question,
T helieve it is the duty, not so much of the
State but of the Commonwealth, to take on
the work of the repatriation of our soldiers.
I will tell hon. memhers why [ think so, Those
soldiers went away to fight for Australia, and
Australia is the country to see them righted.
T do not say that the States individually have
no duty at all in the matter of repatrintion.
However, we know the number of soliliers who
have returned and the nomber who have asked
for assistance, and also the number who have
made inguiries. Within my own persenal
knowledge there are dozens of soldiers who
never have gone and never will go near the
repatriation department, who have no need
whatever for assistance. Many big-hearted em-
ployers have put on returned soldiers. On the
other hand, there are many lip patriots who,
having urged one of our boys to mo and fight
their hattle, have on his return kept him from
work becanse there was available an able-
hadied man out of whom a little more work
could he got than out of the soldier. As regards
soldiers who left positions in the scrvice of
this State, T have never, in spite of inquiries
T have made, heard of a case where such a
man has heen kept, on his retwrn, out of the
employment  that is  rightly his. T.ooking
arotnd this State, T helieve Western Australia
hag done a great deal more than many of the
Fastern States in the matter of repatriation,
and that the sitnation of the returned seldicrs
here is better than it is in any other State. Tn
a civilised eountry there iz no meed evem in
ordinary civeumstances for any man to starve,
But if the Repatriation Denartment will not
do its dutv hv the solldiers, that duty will have
to be done for Western Australian soldiers hv
this State. At present there are in the met-
ropolitan area 267 men receiving smstenance,
23 under treatment at the Base hospital alse
reeeiving sustenance, nine totally ineapaci-
tated men receiving sustenance, and 83 men
receiving assistance while undergoing voea-
tional training. Tn addition, the wives and
families of eleven men who are prospecting

at present receive assistance, As regards vo-
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eational training I believe every member of
this {'hamber believes in it, and so I shall say
nothing further on the subject except that a
meed of praise is due to many hig-hearted
citizens of Western Australia who are placing
the services of their business staffs at the dis-
posal of our returned soldiers to aford them
an opportunity of doing even a little better
{or themsclves than they were doing before
they went to the Front, There are many good
officers in the Repatriation Department, not-
ably Mr, Girecnhill of the JMedical Department,
who is working every minute he has outside
that department, and is indeed breaking
down his health, in giving vocational train-
ing to returned soldiers with a view to quali-
fying them to become health inspeetors, Per-
ha»s, had those soldiers not gone to the war,
that opportunity would never have been af-
forded them. When vecently in Melbourne as
representative of a mining district, and hav-
ing heen asked to do so by many returned
soldiers with whom I came in eontaet, I inter-
viewed the Minister for Repatriation, Senator
Millen, with regard to repatriation of miners,
Tn this comnection T desire to say to some
memhbera who have rend a certain article, that
T did not miss the buss; and those members
will know what T mean. Knowing that little
or nothing had been doue np to this time to-
wards the repatriation of miners, T regarded
it as my (uty to state the position to Senator
Milten, There was then just some spasmodie
lieip heing given in thiz direction through the
Mines Department of this State, which was
providing evervthing, T put it to Senator

Millen, and [ still hold, that if there
is a voturned soldier who wishes to gao
out prospecting, it is the duty of the

Tadernl Government to maintain his wife and
familv in exactly the same conditions as the
wife and familv of a returned soldier settling
on the land. For the man who wishes to go
on the iaml the Federal Government propose
to provide, through the State Government,
£500.  We all hope that the returned soldiers
who do settle on the land will make o suceess
of it. But if it i3 a good thing to develop our
asrieultural industry, it is a pood thing also
to develon our mining industry. T put it to
Senator Millen that returned soldiers rdesirous
of moing out prosnecting should be puaranteed
at least a fair living wage. and should be
aranted sufficient equipment for twelve months,
=0 that their prosnecting enterprise might have
a fair chanee. TFurther, T suggested that in
the event of a prospector returning unsuecess-
ful. or only partly suecessful, at the end of
twelve months, he should he granted an op-
portunity of obtaining a further supply of
money and fresh equipment to enrable him to
eontinne prosnecting.  This much T hold to he
the dutv of the Federal Government; the State
enn step in and heln the man in other wavs.
Soldier prosnectors are being further assisted
hv havine instilled into them a little know-
ledge—not a pgreat deal: we know that in the
time availahle they eould not obtain a great
deal—of geology and mineralogy, %o as te
enable them to tell in a casual way the differ-
ent ores on our mineral belts. But where the
State counld step in with additional assistance

is hy engaging the services of a firat-clase
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metallurgical chemist, Dr, McLaren was here
recently, and he stayed in Western Australia
long enough to demonstrate that there is a
possibility of some of the ore shoots in our
big niines cutting out. Dr. MeLaren gave it
as his opinion, based on scientific knowledge,
that where a certain set of conditions ob-
tained in different portions of our State it is
absolutely certain that undiscovered ore bodies®
exist. Since that gentleman has left Western
Australia he has applied his scientific know-
ledge in another eountry, with the' result that
large ore bodies were found there. In the cir-
cumstanees it is a2 matter for general regret
that that gentleman left Australia, and that
he could not remain in our State for any length
of time. But what we do want is that the
State should get to business—not retrench, hut
secure the best man available and afford him
every facility for doing his work. \Vhether in
mining or any other industry, let the chemist
do the exploratory work, and then better re-
sults will be achieved than are being obtained
at present from our industries. The State
Government have considered it their duty to
assist industries, and they have assisted gev-
eral. Whether that assistance will turn out as.
advantageons as is reckoned, it is not for me
to say just now, We all hope so. But irre-
speetive of whether certain secondary indus-
tries are established here now or later, T hope
that when we do get them Western Australia
will not sink to the level of the Eastern States
in this respect. I left the Kastern Statés 26
years ago, and did not see them again unti) the
other day; and 1 never want to cee them
again—\Western Australia will do me: it is
the hest State of Australia. In the Eastern
States, with their secondary industries and
the wealth which has accrned from those see-
ondary industries, one sees poor, dreadful-
looking persons, degraded, drawing on the
footpaths or lying in the gutter, begging to
have a penny thrown to them. There they are,
singing in the street for coppers, and beggars
of every descripiion.

Member: Where is that?

Mr. FOLEY: Tn Melbourne, Sydney, aud
other Eastern eapitals. Every conceivable
form of vice and lowness i3 there. T am sure
that, irrespective of which side of the Hounse
we may sit on, none of us wishes to see that
state of things reproduced here. I helieve
every man in this Parliament will do his ut-
most to ensure that such conditions shall never
obtain in Western Australia. In conclusion,
T hope that when the Government bring in
their repatriation measure every member will
do more than say that he intends to consider
it from a non-party standpeint, but will actu-
ally consider it from a non-party standpoint.
T hope the Government will not be long in
bringing the measure down, even if everything
¢lse has to be thrown aside. All other matters
shonld be subordinated to repatriation, so that
we may speedily have definite action in place
of words in connection with this subjeet.

Ritting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [7.35 pm.]: Tt is
not my intention to take up mmeh of the time
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of the House on the Address-in-reply because [
feel that one ¢an better express his views on
the more important items when the special
measures dealing with them come before the
House, First and faremost is the question of
finanee. We can better deal with that when we
have the Estimates before us. With regard to
repatriation, a Bill will shortly be presented
to the House and it will be possible to deal
with it when that time arrives. [ would like
to compliment the Minister for Industries for
his endeavours in the direction of establishing
secondary industries, Although he may not
sitceeed in all his efforts, he will be bound to
eollect data which will be ugeful. The State
certainly has not been extravagant in assisting
the Minister for Industriea to c¢arry out his
degires, but [ am hopeful that ultimate good
will result from his efforts. T would like to
congratnlate the .member for Swan (Mr.
Nairn) on the excellent speech he made to-day
on the subject of secondary industries, and
also the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green)
who gave us some interesting matter with re-
gard to mining. To members like myself who
git on the eross benches and who represent
farming distriets, the information supplied by
the member for Kalgoorlie is certainly useful.
The land policy of the State needs remodelling,
We recognise with gratitude that the fullest
consideration has heen given to the men on
the land by the present Government and that
considerahle reductions have heen made in the
upset prices of a good deal of the land which
has been taken up under the conditional pue-
¢hase sections, But there iz more yet to be
done in certain zones, When the consolidating
measure is before us—and T hope that it will
be introduced before the present session ends—
provision shonld be made in it for dividing the
State into zones. T venture to say also that it
would pay the State, in those zones where
settlement is so costly, to give the land to the
people, provided those people lived upon it
and developed it, Tt is of very little use, how-
ever, labodring this question when so little
attention is paid to one’s remarks. Therefore
T shall spare myself the effort. This afternoon
we had quite a sensational event in the House
relating to the sale of a certain hotel site in
the town of Perenjori. At the first blush the
matter did not earry with it the best colonr.
Like a good many other members, T was of the
opinion that the Minister had been indisereet
over the matter, but after perusing the file
carefully, I am satisfied that no fault ean he
found with what was done, and that there was
no occasion for all the excitement. There was
nothing shady about the transaction; every-
thing was clear and above hoard. There was
no instruetion to the licensing bench and T
fail to see why the chairman of the bhench
should be commended for the action he took. T
have had the honour of sitting as ehairman of
a licensing bench for three years. If a doen-
ment of that kind had been placed before me
T would have ignored it; T would have dealt
with the application for a license irrespective
of the conditiona under which the land was
sold. T eongider the Honorary Minister has
jnst canse for resentment at the action taken
in regard to the sale of this block of land. I



382

gt express pleasure at the manner in which
the leader of the Opposition dealt with the
party of which I happen to be a member. He
was certainly not ungenerous in his remarks;
in fact, he gave us an interesting half hour
and I enjoyed it immensely. A great deal of
what he had to say was true and for that
reason only I regret that he should have had
grounds for dealing with our party as he did.
I feel sure, however, that the incident which
took place at the Farmers and Settlers’ cou-
ference will bear such fruit that we shall not
have a repetition of it. We stand to-day free
and unshackled men. Our party was launched
under the most trying conditions, At first we
lived umler a sort of ban, eriticised by our
opponents and certainly not encouraged by our
frienls, But we stand here as a party to-day;
we do not take ingtructions from an executive
or anybody, or even the Press; we arc here
to give upport to the Government whilst they
carry on the affairs of the country in a fair
aud honourable way. Neither are we one-eved.
Whilst we are farmers® representatives we also
feel that we have an obligation to other sec-
tions of the community, aml it is our duty
to see that they get a fair deal. I have sought
on every occasion to give credit wherever it is
dne. We are undoubtedly indebted to the
Labour Government for the consideration they
extended to the farming community during the
period they were in power. That Government
were the first to give us assistance of no
ordinary nature during the drought period, but
unfortunately whilst they did that they en-
deavoured to take back the whole of that aid
from one harvest. That was too great a call
to make on the resources of the farmers,
Onee again may T say that our party has
decided that it shall remain a party distinct
in its organigation, with the fullest recogni-
tion of its responsibilities to the State. We
are no balance-of-pewer party. We support
{he present Government, and will continue to
support them, so long as they hehave them-
selves, until the end of the war, which God
grant may come speedily. In tima T hope
we shall see this party, not the third, but
the first party in the House. We feel, ag the
leader of the Opposition said the other night,

that we are the salvation of the country. The-

hope of the country lies in the man on the
land, and it i3 essentinl that the party re-
presenting the man on the land should main-
tain its identity.

Hon, P. Collier: That is what we have been
condemned for.

Mr, PIESSE: I see no reason why the
Labour party shovld not have its own iden-
tity. I have the idea that the time will come
when we shall have——

Hon, P. Collier: The ttme may come when
your party and our party shall join foreces.

Mr. PTESSE: No, never while you have
the member for North-East Fremantle in your
ranks. ’

Hon. P, Collier: We will drop him for the
sake of harmony.

Mr. PTESSE: T must again thank the leader
of the Opposition for his kindly criticism of
our party, but T hope that in future he will
not attempt to belittle this organisation.

Hon. P. Collier: I have never done that,
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Mr. P1ESSE: At times the hon. member
ean voice nasty insinuations about the power
behind the throne. We do not admit the
power-behind the throne theory. We feel that
ultimately we must become the power, not
hehind, but on the throne. I hope the Gov-
ernment will hasten the introduction of the
evermin Bill, because the country is in great
need of some machivery to compel all and
sundry to deal with the rabbit pest. I see
that the repatriation measure is first on the
list. That is as it should be, but T must again
impreas on the Premier the necessity for
bringing Jdown the Vermin Bill as speedily as
possible,

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [7.49 p.m.]:

Since last  week-end 1 have had a
little run around various parts of the
State and [ wmust say I have Dbeen
agreeably surprised at the progress Dbeing
made. Dowa the Great  Soutbern [

saw mueh that was gratifying, munch that
demunstrated the faith of the people down
there in the future of the country. [n many
places I visited 1 saw flocks which have taken
years to build wp. Ta one place we saw 2
very nice little lot of 25 imported ewes which
kad cost the owner £230, We also saw o
very execllent ram which had cost £400, and
iu many places in the same locality we saw
that the people are doing great work by im-
porting valunable stud sheep with which te
build up their flocks. People who huild up
their flocks and herds in this way have
very great faith in the future of the State, a
faith that should be encouraged. A few
vears ago, when we were getting 8d. and 9d,
per 1b. for our wool, there was very little
encouragement for breeders, but as soon as
prices advanced we found men spending
money in building up their flocks. Unques-
tionably the State must be enriched by the
enhanced quality of the sheep. I have notived
the same thing going on in my own elector-
ate, around TPingelly and other places. Many
of our farmers are going in for stud sheep,
a  large-framed, good qguality. strong
wool sheep preducing a  elass of wool
much in demand at the present time.
The tone of the people generally seems
hopeful. They seem quite satisfied with
the prospects of the season. The crops,
although a little backward, are looking
well. It is pleasing to move around amongst
people who, notwithstanding the deficit, are
by no means disconraged. The wmember for
Perth (Mr. Pilkington) a few days ago drew
a very dark picture indeed. We were to go
in for drastic retrenchment, clese down every-
thing and wait for the future to help
us out of our difficulties. In my oponion
if we are to get out of ounr difii-
culties, we must do as any private
individual would do in similar circumstances,
namely, Ibok around and see how we
can improve the position by increas-
ing preduction, That is the course
for this State to follow, namely,
the encouragement of produetion by
all possible means. The Minister for Indus-
tries in hig ventures has my hearty support
all along the road, for T believe him to he on
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the right track. Buot I wonld advise the
Government not to build up too many small
industries, If we are to be succesaful with
the bacon industry, we require to have one
lnrge factory capable of turning out a uni-
form sample of good stuff. If we have little
factories all over the State, then as soon as
a larger factory is started in some big centre
it is bound to wipe out the small factories,
because they will not Lbe in a position to go
in for the better class material. In a State
with a small population such ag ours I be-
lieve in establishing a large ceutral factory
somewhere near s seaport fown, The sending
of the live stuff to market is not very costly,
and T think it would prove more beneficial
to establish one good factory than to have a
lot of paltry little concerns. The same thing
applies to the butter industry. We have had
experience of gmall factories in the Eastern
States. At onme time we bhad creameries all
over Victoria, but it was very soon found
that this was not a good policy, When a
man gends his cream to a big central factory
he gets a uniform quality of butter which
always finds a ready market, but when it is
dished up in small factories all over the
State the quality is not uniform, and so the
enterprise proves a failure, In most of the
large towns in Victoria we had good fae-
tories, and in consequence there was always
a ready sale. We know what the butter and
bacon industries have done for the Easteru
States. I cannot agree with the member for
Perth. He said that Jones & Co. would start
a factory here for the manufacture of jam
if they thought it was worth while. In my
opinion, .Tones, who has his plant and staff in
Tasmania, will never come fo Wastern Aus-
tralia to manufacture our fruit into jam
so long as we continune taking his products
from Tasmania. No doubt it will be a strug-
gle to overcome that competition, but once

we get a good factory established in this.

State T think we shall be able to manufac-
ture our own local products quite as cheaply
as we can procure them from Tasmania. The
samo thing applies to all our secondary in-

dustries. We are the duamping ground for
all the implement works of the Eastern
States, Tt has been said that the Govern-

ment, by establishing the State Implement
Works, stopped other people from spending
money in that direction, Bnt up to the time
the State Implement Works were established,
we had very few industries, if any, of that
ngture, and it is not unreasonable te think
that the ageneies paid by the manufaeturers
of the Eastern States add considerably to
the price of the machines sent over here. Tf
the primary industries are built up on a
sound basis the second industries must fol-
low. By establishing various industries in
our own State we are not only able to nsé
our own locally produced stuff, but in addi-
tion we find employment for many of our
workers. We bave heard a good deal from
goldfields membera about the decline in the
output of gold. The same thing has hap-
pened in all the gnld-producing States of the
Commonwealth. Gold is but a flash in the
pan. Tt is a wonderful agency for attracting

an

population to a State. That is the case i
the other States apd it is the case here, |
is admitted that every ton of gold taken ov
of the gronnd leaves a ton less in it, with th
redult that the mines must soon be worke
out. The people eogaged iu that industr
have therefore to look round for othe¢
avenves of labour. The establishment of tk
varjous industries which have been mentione
will be the means of affording employmer
and directing the people of the State to th
manufacture of products for local consum
tion, T agree with what has been said in v
gard to the rapatriation of our soldiers.

hope, when the Bill comes down, it will t
passed through apeedily, and that we shall ¢
our utmost from all sides of the House |
facilitate its pagsage. I express the samr
hope as that expressed by the member fc
Swan (Mr. Nairn) that all feelinga of part
strife and party bickering will cease, an
that, as one united body, we will pull t
gether to do the best we can for those wt
bave dore so much for us. I regret that t}
rabbit question has been so much delaye
and was not dealt with finally last sessio
This is a very serious question indeed. Du
ing the last few days rabbits have been di
covered on both sides of the Great Sounther
Railway, four or five have been shot at Pi
gelly on the west side of the line, and sever:
voung rabbits have been seen in the Ea
Pingelly district. There is no doubt that ti
rabbits are spreading fast. The soomer v
ean get n measure through Parliament |
compel everyone to do his bit, regarding ti
destruction of rabbits, the better it will 1
for the people who are being eaten out :
the present time, and the better it will be fi
the State as a whole. This question should 1
dealt with without further delay, and I urg
upon the Government to take every measure |
their commaad to bring this matter to a fin
isswe. In the Eastern States for many yea
past, if people will not, after notice has be¢
given to them, take steps to eradicate the pes
the rabbit inspectors will put men on at tl
expense of the owners to dig out the rabbits «
poison them, or eradiente them in some othi
way. This sort of thing should be insisted ¢
here, T learn from letters T have vreceived t
day that many of the settlers are doing nothin
nt oll to stop the advance of the rabbits, 1
the Koodinin district, in my own electorat
however, only recently the settlers bought som
six or seven miles of wire netting, notwit]
gtanding the present high price of that con
modity. This indicates that the settlers mu:
have considerable faith in that portion of t}
State, for the price of netting at present -
between £70 and £80 a mile, They has
carted this netting out and are putting up si
or seven miles of feneing with this materia
If uniform actior could he taken by all se
tlers, T am convinced that poisoning woul
cheek the ndvance of the pest. I have ha
many applications for Toxo, or jam poiso
At this time of the year, when there is ¢
much green feed about, rabbits will not talb
phosphorons bait as well as they will take jai
poisen. Aen who have been able to get
few cases of Toxo have told me that they has
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had splendid results and have been able to
check the pest. As soon as this jam poisoa
was finished, the rabbits began to eome ou
again and eat their erops. I have been in-
formed on good authority that the department
have a supply of Toxo on hand, although the
officials deny thie. I hope the statement is not
correct. 1f they have a supply on haund it
should be distribnted. Tt appears to me that
the Chief Inspeetor of Rabbits is not as dili-
gent as he might be, and is not taking the
action necessary to meet this great emergency.
I do not wish to say anything derogatory to
him, or anything that would refleet upon his
character, but from what I can learn the
Chief Inspector is not doing his duty in this
matter. If this is the case, I hope that some-
thing will be done in the near future to ensure
that someone else shall take his plaee, or that
gome other officer should be appointed to help
him to stop the advance of this terrible scourge.
If the pest is not checked some of our hest
men will leave the lanid. At this time in par-
ticular we cannot afford to lose any of those
who are established on our land. I trust that
the House will take some notice of this, and
that the Government will urge the Chief In-
speetor to do his very best in this matter,

Mr. HARDWICK (East Perth) [8.7 pm.]: L
appreciate the applause of hon, members, but
recognise that they are at all times prepared
to listen to words of wisdom. At the tail-end
of an important discussion like that upon the
Address-in-reply, and after some 35 members
have spoken, there are very few subjects of
great importance left which have not been
touched upon.

Mr, O'Loghlen: They lack originality.

Mr. HARDWICK: The member for Menzies
(Mr. Mullany) spoke in regard to a statement
whith had appeared in the ‘'West Austra-
lian.’’ He said, and rightly so, that the state-
ment was not correct. I can assure the House
that it was not correct. Tn the leading article
of that journal the member for West Perth
(Mr. Draper) was reported as having said or
done something, whereas, as a matter of fact,
he was absent from the meeting.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The article was true in that
portion in which it states that you threatenerd
members with a dissolution,

Mr. HARDWICK: I do not suppose any
member wonld be more disappointed than the
member for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghen) if the
disgolution were to come along. At all events,
they appear to have been in possession of
gome of the secrets of our party. I do con-
gratnlate the Opposition upon the way in which
they keep their buginess to themgelves. In
these days of party eonflicts and party fights
it is absolutely neeessary that there should be
scerets in their party.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What about the closed
door?

Mr. HARDWICK: In connection with that,
if there was not the opan door on the night of
the meeting, there can be no doubt that mem-
bers left the room with open minds. No one
vwas bound by any vote whatever, and no one
knew what the indictment of the member for
Northam (Hon. .J. Mitehell) was going to be.
There was, therefore, no suggestion of unity
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on that particular vote. Therc was no doubt,
too, that the charge was & feeble one. X do
not know that I take too much notice of the
1 West Australian.”’ At one time I had the
greatest admiration for that journal, for its
loyalty to the people and to the Governments
of the country.

Hon. P. Collier: Ts that paper disloyal, too?

Mr. HARDWICK: T say that I had an ad-
miration for its loyalty to the Governments in
power. Members of the Opposition will no
doubt recollect that when they oceupied the
Ministerial benches this paper, to which all
eredit is due, sat calmly by and gave its daily
counsel, The party opposite even had the pro-
prietor of that journal supporting them in an-
other place. I have read that paper for the
last thirty years, and have appreciated it for
its loyalty to the Government of the day. In
these troublous times Governments all over
Anstralia, and throughout the British Empire,
want the united support of the Press. It has
been said in the past that the Press are the
leaders of public thought. Tf we go on at the
present rate T am sure that the Press will be-
come more like the leaders of public nuisances.
The Press have also attacked the Whip in
their leading articles. and even cast aspersiong
on the member for East Perth. Of course,
they were misled. T have known the policy of
this partienlar paper so long that T do not
think they would put in a statement if they
knew it to be untrue.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You id threaten, you
know,
Mr. HARDWICK: T am not going to

threaten in any way except to say that some
years ago another paper in Perth attacked me
in my public eapacity, and less than 12 months
after it was in the baukruptey court.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a serious outlook
for the ‘‘West Australian.”’

Mr. OLoghlen: You have no
threaten. .

Mr. HARDWICK: There is no doubt that
members will agree with me that the debate on
the Addregs-in-reply is of great advantage to
them and to the country.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. HARDWICK: It is what I might term
the bright spot in our Constitution. It allows
members that freedom of speeeh which they
are not in possession of when dealing with any
other subject. It also allows them to discuss
matters fully and to go into detnils. If they
have any gricvances to bring forward, it al-
lows them to place these before the Honse. T
often think, when sitting here, and espeeially
when listening to the references of the mem-
her for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker), and hear-
ing his repeated attempts to direef the Gov-
ernment’s policy, and when hearing his con-
tinnal appeals to what used to be done in the
dark ages, how much this discussion helps us
to get out of our financial troubles to-day. T
often wonder whether those things which take
place here will he conserved in the archives of
this State, and whether perhaps in three or
four thousand years, as we pass along the cor-
ridors of time, posterity will look up the eopies
of ‘“Hansard’’ in order to ascertain what was
said on particular oceasions ro long a time he-
fore, and whether their doing so will assist

right to
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them in their deliberations upon the subjects
of the moment. The hon. member is continu-
ally referring back to autiquity in an endea-
vour to find out how we should run this eoun-
try. If posterity should investigate some of
these most important debates, and should read
up the remarks of the member for Eanowna, [
have ne doubt that the conclusion that will be
arrived at will be that he was not respon-
sible for his actions, And in reading through
‘‘Hansard’’ they also may find the speeches of
the member for Murehison, and no doubt will
come to the conelusion that he must have, se-
cording to his speeches, at some particular
time in our history, been emptied off a fire bri-
gade board. Also, following on, possibly they
would read the speeches of our friend the mem-
ber for Carnarvon and they wounld look to see
what he had done some 3,000 years ago. They
would be able to discover in that particular
period that the North-West had been almost
denuded of fruit, that they had no bananas,
and perhaps they would diseover bananas were
growing wild there, and were a pest something
like the prickly pear. They may pass on to see
what the member for Northam had heen doing,
and would find that he was ap amendment
mover. The member for Perth might also have
some attention. They would find according to
reports in ‘“‘Hansard’’ that he was a great
financial genins; even they might give a little
attention to the DMMinister for Works, and on
looking up to see how Parliamentarians were
paid in those days they wonld find from the
speech of the Minister for Works that Min-
isters got £1,000 a year.

Mr. O’Loghlen: And the Whip got most.

Mr. HARDWICK: And looking through
they might say that the Whip in those days
had a good thing. They wonid find perhans
that the Whip in those days practically got
half of it. They might also discover in look-
ing through the pages of history that there
lived a person by the name of Ananias. In
all probability this great man stayed at the
same boarding house as Mr. J, J. Holmes.
They also might begin to think, if they
read the ‘“West Australian’’ repeatedly, that
Ananias had a blood relation on the staff
of that paper. However, I might say my
hon. friend, the member for Perth, east some
reflection, in my opinion, on the Premier the
other evening. He said he was of opinion
that the Premier’s intelligence was coneealed
somewhere at the back of his head. It has
been my pleasure to know the Premier Ffor
nearly 40 years—I do not wish to give away
my age, but T have known him—well for 30
years, and I knew him to be battling with
every political and finanecial problem 30
years ago, and doing all he possibly could
to assist the State. Thirty years ago. That
would be many years before the hon. mem-
ber for Perth had cut his wisdom teeth.
Hon. members may have discovered through
the columns of the Press that some time ago
a mew star presented itself in the
heavens, called nova aquila. There was a
popular belief some 300 years ago—I have
studlied history, I have wnot come down
here not knowing what happened in the past;
it is my duty to know a bhit of the past to

judge of the present—it was a popular be
lief 300 years ago that when any setranger
may it he a comet or a star, preseuted itscli
in the canopy of the heavens some great
calamity was going to bappen, That calan
ity, in my opinion, has happened,
We have an invasion of rabbits in the
farming districts, and we bave had an in
vasion of lawyers into this Chamber. Whai
makes me express myself in these terms? Ti
may be a little personal prejudice, and per
haps it is just as well I may tell member:
in connection with that in order that the
learned gentleman may forget the asper
sions cast upon them. The fact of the matte:
is this: some few months ago a man came
to me to change a cheque for 50s. Being or
the alert, as most politicians are, I thoughi
I would get out of it, so I assured the
gentleman that I only had threepenn)
pieces. Unfortunately he said that woulé
do, and nnforfunately I changed the cheque
for 50s., and presented it at the bank, T
was returned me, so I placed it in a soli
citor's hands, an old firm of solicitors—
it may be fair to the learned gentlemen ir
this House to say it was not their firms—I
placed the cheque for 50s. in this firm’s hands
to colleet, and only yesterday I received ar
account from that firm of solicitors for £f
13s. Gd. for trying to collect the amount
It has been alleged in this House that the
member for Perth is a shining light in hi
profession, & brilliant luminary in the legal
firmament, and great canopy of the law, 1
would like to say in the light of recent hap
penings that I can hardly think the member for
Perth will ever become the morning star of
political reform. However, I still hold ou!
hope for that hon. gentleman, I think it was
said last night by a Minister of the Crown,
speaking of somebody outside this Chamber,
that he was a wrecker of Governments. I
coneur in that remark, but of course he
is of athletic proportions, a rather bhig
fellow., Apart from that, I have known
this gentleman for a number of years and
from my experience in this Chamber I do nol
regard him in any other light than that oi
a cuckoo politician. For the last 20 year:
he has been laying his eggs in the other
birds’ nests, He poses, according to the
eodlumns of the ‘*West Australian’ as 3
financial expert, and as a sympathiser of the
National Government. I say that oany-
one can stand up to his enemies, but give me
the individual who will have the courage t¢
staud to his friends in times of political
trouble and strife. There are a number of
men in the Btate, T am sorry to say—it is
reported there are some in the House—con:
tinnally fanning the flames of politieal
strife. They have adopted a system of per
petual fault-finding. A continual drip-
drip of depression with an occasional out-
hurst of hysterical abuse :

Mr. O’Loghlen: You are not indulging in
any to-night. .

Mr. HARDWICK: That is the one thing

that can be said of the member for BEast
Perth. We have these men in this life whe
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are continuvally disparaging the Government.
This gort of man is a political blight on gov-
ernment and administration, and I say be is
a danger to the eommunity, in fact a greater
pest to good government than the fruit fly
to the orchardist or the tick to the poultry
farmer. Referring to a matter that oe-
curred in another place——

Mr, SPEAEKER: The bhon. member

Mr. HARDWICK: 1 was about to remark
about the £22 per head of the population
increase,

Mr. BPEAKER: Ig it this session?

Mr. HARDWICK: Yes, thia session.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not refer to it.

Mr. HARDWICK: If I ecannot refer to it
in that way I may invent some other, I
say this, if Apanpias were to return to this
planet from celestin]l regions, and suppose
the lawyers did not know he was coming
and bappened to have a penny left to buy
a ‘“West Australian’’ with to read about the
aspergions east upon the Whip, and this great
error of £22 per head bheing shouted from
the housetops, Ananias would blush with
shame, for he c¢ould no longer claim pre-
eminence in the profession in which he be-
came famous. Y muat extend my congratula-
tions to the Minister for Indvstries, and I
ray I entirely disagree with what the mem-
her for Perth had to say on the important
jssue of secondary industries, becaunse we have
the tanneries of this State. T may say that
for vears and years it has been a struggle
for the tanncries to exist, Why? TFor the
simple reason that we have been unable to
get the tannin necessary for the tanning of
the leather. We have to import thousands
and thousands of pounds worth of wattle
bark anavally from Eastern Australia, and
of course it i3 more economical to send the
hides to Eastern Australia to be tanned than
to attempt to tan them in Western Australia.
I rememher years ago. before the aholition
of the sliding seale, when we had various
factories throughout Fast Perth, there was a
boot factory employing 100 men. To-day that
faetory is defunet and the machinery has gone
to Eastern Australia,

Mr. O'Loghlen: What has the member for
East Perth been doing?

My. HARDWICK: The member has been
looking well after his congtituents, and they
have shown their appreciation of hig aectivi-
ties, However, we do not possess the best
hides in this State. Tt does not necessarily
follow that, because we have excellent beef
in the North-West, the hides are of first class
quality. It is a long line from the North
to the South of this State, and as one gets
further south the thicker does the hide be-
come. T trogt the member for Albany will
not think me personal. T note with pleasure
that the Minister for Industries intends to
use his encrgies towards tapping the great
wealth of our red gum forests. If that can
be successfully accomplished—and I think
there is every hope of it—if those great for-
erts van be forced to disgorge their wealth
throngh the aid of research, if we can only
estahlish the utility of the red gnm of Weast-
eru Australia, that alone will more than jus-
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tify tbe energy and trouble of the Minister
tor Ilndustries, As the father of a large fam-
ity | inust say that one question which is
of great importance, and which should be
agitating the minds of public men to-day, i
what we are going to do with our boys aad
girls. The fact that a position to be filled
by a lad of 17 years drew 120 applications
should make us think; and there is the fnr-
ther fact that for a position to be filled by
a girl of about the same age there were 130
applicants, Evidertly, in this couneetion
there is something very much amiss. I was
much interested in a remark of the member
for Forrest (Mr. O 'Loghlen) the other even-
ing, He pointed out that it was impossible
for Western Anstralia to compete successfully
with the industries of other parts of the Com-
monwealth, Perhaps he also demonstrated
that the Arbitration Acts of the various
States are not uniform, [ consider that the
Arbitration Act of this State is faulty, and
needs amending in various directions,

Mr, O’Loghlen: What amendments do you
suggest?

Mr, HARDWICK: For one thing, the pro-
vigions relative to apprentices shonld be
amended, Western Australia is short of
mechanies to-day becanse of the resirictions
on apprenticeship. We ¢annot train our own
mechanies. A friend of mine in the country,
a mechanie, with a family of boys, is nnahle
to apprentice them to his calling. That is
unfair to them, aod as a resnlt they have
possibly gone without a mechanical training.
This is due simply to the hard and fast Arbi-
tration lawa,

Hen, P. Collier: What is the percentage to-
day as regards journeymen?

Mr. HARDWICK: Absolutely too small
If it were possible to give the proper number
of hoys that apprenticeship which would
afford them the opportunity in life to which
they are entitled, we wounld not find 130 boys
of 17 years making application for a jaob
worth £1 per week. That fact is a demons-
tration of the truth of my statement. How-
ever, T shall hail with delight the day when
our Arbitration Act, if it is not properly
amended, will be footballed into oblivion,
into the cemetery of useless and antiquated
legislation. I wish to have one word with
the member for Northam (Hop. J. Mitehell),
who I regret to observe i3 not in his place.
When he went or his no-confidence stunt
the other evening, I felt extremely sorry for
him, becange I have logked upon that hon.
member as worthy to become the sunecessor
of that grand old man who has just erossed
the great divide, whose memory we venerate
and cherish, T loocked forward with tender-
ness to the member for Northam developing
some day into that class of statesman of
which Australia became so much the poorer
a few days ago.

Mr, O’Loghlen: You did not encourage him
at all.

Mr., HARDWICK: When speaking to an
intelligent andience in Tast Perth some time
ngo, T stated that T hoped soon to see the
member for Northam in the Ministry again.
Cireumstances have prevented that, partly
owing to the hon. member’s own fault, per-
haps. He may have thonght that he dis-
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agreed from this party on a principle; but
when the best interests of the Statc are con-
cerned, when the Empire is at war, let us get
the best we can in the ecircumstances, allow-
ing subordinate principles to stand asgide for
the time beiug. 1 may address the same re-
mark to our friends opposite, who declared
themselves unable to join the National Gov-
ernment. I have never helieved that all the
best intelligence of the House is centred on
this side. In my opinion, the great organi-
gation of Labour made one of its greatest
mistakes when refusing to come into the
ranks of the National Goveroment and do the
best for the country. T believe many hon,
members oppoesite, and esperially members on
the front Opposition bench, feel that in the
hest interests of the welfare of the country
they ought to join in a united Government.
But there are certain powers which prevent
that; and T am sorry for this bhecause I he-
lieve that Western Australia would have
been wealthier, and better in every way, if
instead of eaustic criticism the Government
had had the united help of hon, members sit-
ting in Opposition.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
party down.

Mr., HARDWICK: At present the whole
British Empire is abnormal. In my opinion
this Parlinment is abnormal. But in many
respects the Press scems to have gone mad,
A Ministry of which the member for Northam
wag one, gome seven vears ago, is fresh in
my memory, hecanse T can almost hear the
echoes of the vituperntion of the ex-member
for Perth, Mr, Walter Dwyer—

Unprincipled robbers and piclk-pockets.
Cage of unclean hirds which for wanton
rapacity and unbridled greed are unprece-
dented in the annals of our history.

I would appeal to the member for Northam
to he charitable, and to help the Government,

Hon. T. Collier: There is great need for
charity.

Mr. HARDWI{('K: The leader of the Oppo-
gition might also be charitable, because that
is pood for the soul. Tt remains prefty green
in the memory of members of this House that
some years ago we had what was called an
independent party, better known as the
danntless four.

Houn. P. Collier: Where are they now?

Mr. HARDWICK: T do not wish to alarm
the member for Perth (Mr. Pilkington) in
any way, but T want to point out to the
House that members who adopt an independent
attitude may not improbably eancounter the
fate which overtook the dauntless four. The
danntless four went to the country, and T do
not think they have been beard tell of since.
A peculiarity of the Perth seat is that that
constituency is hardly ever represented hy the
same pgentleman in two suceessive Parlia-
ments—quite unlike the constituency of East
Perth, which never fails to return the right
candidate., The member for Northam, un-
fortunately, has in this Parliament adopted
the attitude of a freelance, of a political
Ishmaelite, catering for the votes and hos-
pitality of the alleged Bolshevies in this

The Press turned your
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Chamber. However, thanks to the intelli-
gence of the National party, when it came to
that great division enly one or two members
of this party failed to remain loyal.

Hon. P, Collier: That was your whipping,

Mr. O’Loghlen: You threatened them all

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You say that you are
not a party, that you do not belicve in party.

AMr, MARDWICK: I mean loyalty to ouv
chief. Such loyalty is very necessary in
these days of party conflict. Indeed, T have
heard the member for North-Fast Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Angwin) say on the floor of this
House that he felt he ought to vote the other
way.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Never in my life.

Mr. HARDWICK: The hon. member said
that hia cnnseience dictated to him that he
should vote in a certain way, whereupon the
late Mr. (onnor observed that the hon. mem-
ber ought not to be in Parliament, T do not
wish to reflect on the hon, member, but in
the face of recent party strife it is ahsolutely
necessary for me to be loval to my party. .

Mr. O’Loghlen: Were you loyal to your
former leader, Mr. Frank Wilson?

Mr. HARDWICK: Ahsolutely; and, so far
a8 T know, the other memhers of this party
were loyval to him also, Like other Parlia-
mentarians, the Opposition to-dax stand on a
great principle, a bogey principle. They do
not join us, and stand Ly the people, doing
that which is neresary in times of great
politieal stress and urgency.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Rut you should not talk
ahout loxalty to your ehief, Vou let down
vour Inst ehief,

AMr. HARDWICK: There are certain things
which happen in the march of political evo-
lution that cannot be avoided. Let me point
out to the Opposition how even before the
war this State’s problems of pgovernment and
administration were somewhat perplexing. A
Labour Government in six years caused the
State to pass thrangh perilons junetures, be-
fore the Wilgon Government and the present
Government came into power. The Labour
Gavernment doubled the national debt; and
ns the wnor rages on, those problems, paolitical
and finnncial, must multiply and increase. It
is for Parliament to exercise its hest thourht
and hest encrgies to get the State out of the
tangle.

Mr. O'Loghlen: YWhat do vou suggest?

Mr. HARDWICK: Tnited aetion, The
mueh despiced Parliaments of the Empire are
the sturdy pillars upon which our national
fahric rests. Therefore, it ia abszalutely in the
hands of the Parlinments of the Empire to-dav
to de that which is best in order to assist one
another in achieving those ends necessary for
our libertv and welfare,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Morrison is responsible for
all this.

Mr. HARDWICK: T do not wish to asperse
the character of Mr, Morrison. I have heard
it mentioned in this House that he is a elever
man and a good writer, but every person in
the State does mot hold a journalist up as a
leader of thought. No doubt a journalist ex-
pesses opinions through the columns of the
Presg, but those opinions are sometimes acta-
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ated by a little bit of spleen against the people
about whom articles are writfen, in this case
the present Government, Moreover, a journal-
ist only expresses the view of one man, Here
we have 35 members on thig side of the House,
all of the best intelleet in Western Australia.
We are the select of the selected. We went to
the people and they returned us to conduect
and manage their affairs for at least three
years, and are we¢ to subordinate our intelli-
pence to the ink that may fall from the pen of
a leader writer? No. We must not allow the
Press to lead us. The Press will discover in
the near future that Parlimnent will lead the
Press. A great problem which confronts us is
that of finance. I followed closely what hap-
pened during the administration of the late
Labour Government, They got into power
anid endeavoured to make a name for them-
gelves. They undoubtedly did se. I must
confess that they were rather unfortunate in
the first year of their administration because
in that year they expericnced a drought and
many things happened to militate against sue-
cesgful administration. To-day, unfortunately,
things are more than abnormal and we have to
carry in addition a great burden of Common-
wealth taxation as an auxiliary. T cannot see
daylight through the problems which confront
us, but what 1 would suggest is that we hold
on with ovr teeth. I do not believe in drastic
retrenchment; while so far as heavy taxation
is coneerned, I do not think that the people
will be able to pay it. Tf my friend the mem-
ber for North Perth (Mr, Smith) were here
he would bear me out that it is a very Jiffi-
eult operation ““to take the bhreeks off a
Hielander.''  Therefore, if we have not the
money we cannot pay.

_t’}-lr. O'Loghlen: How are we to get out if
ity

Mr. HARDWTCR: We have an assurance
from the Treasnrer that we can carry on to
the eud of 1913,

Alr. O'Loghlen: And then the deluge.

AMr. HARDWICK : Not at all,

Hor. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You are lucky to be able to see so far
ahead,

Mr. FARDWICK: Owing to the Federal com-
paet we are handicapped 30 far as the estab-
lishment of factories is concerned, and some-
thing will have to he done in the direction of
getting a further measore of protection from
the remainder of Australia, The Common-
wealth Government will surely be reasonable;
they will listen to us when the war cloud has
passed away and if we can prove to them that
the very faet of our having entered the fed-
eration has handicapped ns to such an extent,
they must allow ns to continue to have the con-
trol of our markets for another 15 years, and
permit us also to establish factories, employ
own own people and turn out our own me-
chanica. That js the only hope T hold out for
this, my native State. Tf I may uze a racing
term, those in amthority in the other parts of
Australia are sports.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
strated it

Alr. HARDWI{'K: They will do so. be-
eonse it is to their advantage to demonstrate

They have not demon-
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it. YWhat is the use of trying to carry on as
a Commonwealth if they know that we are
impoverished? We c¢annot pay, and if we do
not get the proteetion we desire we shall not
be able to pay.

Mr. O’Loghlen: They will take us over.

Mr. HARDWICK: They will not, and I do
not think the people in this State will allow
it to be done, The memher for Leonoras
pointed ovt the many advantages the other
States have over us, but he alzo declared that
he never wanted to go there agaim, that he
wanted to remain in Western Australia for
all time, That is the sort of spirit which
should animate us all here. The position as
it cxists to-day is an impossible one, and so
far as we can see will not be improved until
the war is over, when a measure of protection
will have to be given us by the remainder of
the Commonwealth. We ecan base our strong
elaim on our distance and isolation from mar-
kets, factors which go a long way to make
our position impossible, One of the thinps
which is a burden on the State at the present
time is the faet that we have 30,000 of our
best revenue producers fighting for our
tiberty across the seas. There hag not been
anything in the shape of inereased population
to our shores for some consilerable time. The
policy of immigration has ceased. Our centres
have been depleted of people. We might
argue and quarrel amongst ourselves inside
this Chamber until the walls tura scarlet, but
that will not assist the pesition in any way.
Let ns get back to the normal; let us try and
take the Press with us when we do, Let us
realise that we are not going to he led Iy
people who do not know as much as the mem-
bhors who adorn thix institution. I say with
a pang of regret that some of the intelligence
opposite wag not displayeld in  helping this
Parliament to carry on the affairs of the
State under diffienlt conditions.

Mr. (FLoghlen: The Opposition have not
prevented the Government carrying out their
poliey.

Mr., HARDWICK: The duty of the Oppo-
sition is to eritieise and throw every possible
ohstacle in the way of Government.

Hon, P. Collier: Tf that is our duty we
have not carried it out.

AMr. HARDWICK: Tlow ean we carry on
snecesefully when a section of the community
are fighting against uws. There is alwavs a
class of people deerying the administration
of the day. Tf somecthing happens within the
family eirele the Government are to blame,
That is the trouble Governments all over the
world have tn contend against, and in timeg
like the present, when we are at grips with
the enemy those troubles are multiplied, dis-
content grows rapidly, and everyone appears
to have an idea of his own as to hew fhe
country should he run. Tn conclusion, T would
like to say. let ws not be uwmmindful of the
many hrave heroes who are sleeping to-dav in
lonely asoldiers’ graves beneath the blood
stained fiells of Gallipoli: let us mot he un-
mindful of those Awstralian vouths who lie
buriel heneath the fiekls of France; let us
renlige the importance of the existing ritua-
tion and let us endeavour as far as possible
to be united and assist each other in solving
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the many problems of administration, by doing
which we shall earn the gratitude of the
people of the country for all time.

Mr. MOXNEY (Bunbury) [8.58
S8p many subjects have been  touched
uponr in the Address-in-reply that I wish
gimply to pive a few impressions as
they have occurred to me, & new mem-
ber of this House, who is not saturated as
a party politician, at all events at present. [
wish to remind the House that the Address-
in-reply for the first session of this Parliament
conrmenced on the 20th November, 1917, aund
ended on the 24th January, 1918. So far as
T am able to find out, no further resnlt has
eventuated from all those weeks of talk.

Hon. P. Collier: We were not talking all
those weeks.

Mr. MOXNEY: We certainly bad an interval,
but we were talking for weeks,

Hon. P. Collier: As a matter of fact the
Address-in-reply only oceupied two or three

pm.] ¢

days.

Mr, MONEY: The debate on the Ad-
dress-in-reply for the second session com-
menced on  the 22nd Augnst last and T

hope, in fact T know, it will end.to-nigljt.
That is practically three weeks, during which
we have had a multitnde of speeches, aceur-
ately reported in ‘‘Hansard,”* but T doubt
whether the result of all the time taken up in
the lehate will have any better effect than the
dehates in past years. T vefer to this beeaunse
to-lay we have much important business to
transact. We spoilt 2 whole week in the open-
ing of Parliament, and I feel there is great
necessity for Parliamentary reform. T do not
say this as affecting only the present Parlia-
ment. Tf we refer to those copies of ‘‘Han-
gard’’ mentionedl hy the member for FEast
Perth, we shall probably find that the same
thing has been going on for many years past.
This might be quite satisfactory to those who
have been politicians for a great number of
years, but I must eonfess that, eoming fresh
to the House, T do not aceept it os being at
all businesslike. T hope the Government will
furnish an opportunity for full discussion in
the House, with a view to securing some mea-
sure of Parliamentary reform either by re-
dueing the nmmber of speeches, or shortening
the speeches, and by the devising of some dif-
forent methods than we have for condueting
the business of the State. The present methods
were quite good epough in the old coaching
days. but they are not np to date in times of
railways, aeroplanes, telegraphs, and wireless
communieations. To-day we have the same
methols as were emplored by our predecessors
of 50 years ago. But the world has changed,
and T think it is up to us to remember that the
vlothes worn 50 years ago are not suitable for
to-day. T will heartily support amy reform
whieh will enable 50 members of Parliament
to aceomplish some work and avoid the delays
from which we have suffered for so long past.

The {ime is more than ripe for this
Parliamentary reform. A number of mem-
Ters  were returned to the House with

that as n plank in their platform, namely,
Parliamentary reform, and T am surprised
that we have not had this matter nrged more
strongly, Ts there nothing to do, that we ecan

afford to waste this time? 1 look hark and se
certain «uestions that are acknowledged to I
essential to the prosperity of the State, ques
tions now 15 years old. Those questions hawv
been shelved from session to session and frou
Parliament to Parliament. T£ we could avoei
this waste of time we shoulll be better able t
deal with those subjeets requiring eareful an
earnest attention. Take as an instance th
provision of eheup lime for the agriculturist
The subjeet has been worn threadhare. Fo
the last 15 years our agriculturists have beei
told that they wnust have cheap lime to get th
best resnlts from their land. Successive Gov
ernments have promised a solution of tha
amall problem. It is a matter, not of finane
but of action. The lime is there, the agricul
turists are there, and all that are required ar
facilities, If past Governments lad not pro
mised those favilities for obtaining chea]
lime, the people themselves woulil have pro
vided it years ago. As to the necessity for th
lime, let me refer the House to the report o
the Agricultural Commission, page 7, wher
this passage occurs—

‘Wherever the land is drained and broungh
under eultivation, jtz improvement would b
materially assisted by dressings of cheaj
lime. Indeed, practically no other ngeney i
capable of prodncing so mach result unde
intelligent applieation. and it is a reflectim
on the State’s agrienltural policy that th
many deposits, which have for years bee
known to exist in a form availahle for im
mediate use, have not been made availabl
long ere this, The ddeposits at Lake Cliftm
and Capel are, we find, in the hands of con
eessionnires, whose obligations, inter alia
are to supply certain quantities of lime ti
farmers at 10s. to 12s. per ton on rails. I
the case of Lake Clifton the obligation i
not insistent till after the delearation o
peace. The lime deposits are, therefore, t
a certain extent, locked up, and we can onl
express these opinjons at this sfage:—(1’
That 10s. to 12s. per ton is too high a prie
for agricultural lime on frueks, say, War
oona, and in fixing suech a priee the Stat
has sacrificed the interests of its farmers
(2) That if the rates fixed are ineapable o
revision to something like 5s. per tom, the
State shonld make the best of a had job M
arranging with the concessionaires for th
early delivery of lime for the henefit of tlu
limited numher of settlers whose added rail
age eosts do not prohibit its use.

I think that is sufficient refevemee to confirn
the importance of this lime question. Om an
other page the Royal Commission have founcd
that the lime should be delivered to the agri
enlturiste at 58, per ton. T am not aware a
present of anything being dene to put those
recommendations into effeet. 1 instanee tha
as a matter which, perhaps, would have bheer
attended to much sooner but for the unmeces
sary time taken up in the debate on the
Address-in-reply. It is rvecognised that the
most important subjeet we have to deal with
to-lay is the financial position. To my min¢
Western Australia has nothing to fear so long
ag we have an energetic, wise and far-sightec
policy to follow. T am satisfied that there i
no reason whatever for despondency or pessi
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mism in Western Australia. On the last ocea-
sion of my speaking on the Address-in-reply,
T took the trouble to investigate the national
finances of Western Australin as contrasted
with the Government finances of the State,
and I was surprised to find the small ddiffer-
ence in the national finances as before the war
and as three years after the outbreak of war.
To-day T am more than ever convineed that
my conclusions on that oceasion were right. It
is not only our present finances that we must
lock to, but it is the natural progressive in-
erease of wealth that most eventuate as time
goes on. The defieiency is entirely a Govern-
ment defieiency, and it is nccessary to have a
remarshalling of our assets, and to look to
those divections whenece the wealth is deriv-
able. When I say that the national finances
balanve, T mean this: we have suffered in re-
apect of our timber of late, we have suffered
in other directions, but however much we have
suffered in our gold mining indnstry, or our
timber industry, it has been compensated by
the inerease in the wool, the increased values
of stock, and the increased values of wheat as
cunpared with periods before the war. Why
I desire to strike a note of confidence is
this: if we only look back 2 few years in
Weatern Auvstralia we find we Lad no wealth
of conl. That has been developed since. It
is a wealth that is naturally and progres-
gively increasing. And we have other wealth
which will naturally and progressively in-
erease by the development of our agrienl-
tural and pastoral properties. We are cap-
able of carrying four or five times as many
shecp as we have now, and we are capable
of & similar increase in cattle, Our timber
has gone up in value, our coal has gone up
in value, in fact, everything is tending in
the direction of a great increase in the value
of the wealth of Western Australia, As
priecs go up, as values go up, so mueh hettoy
are the people ahle to bear the taxation. Tf
for their sheep they reeecive 30s. instend of
10s., how easy it 1s for them to mect the
finaneial troubles that face us to-day. Awain,
the depreciation of cur currency is another
great faetor which will help us considerably
in paying off our national debt. Tf only we
can  hushand our nationnl resources, our
national State debt will be as easy to pay
as the proverbial falling of a log. The
mere natural increase in wealth, the depre-
cintion of the currency and inereased popu-
Intion, these three items will entirely clear
off the State debt of Western Australia.
These are no timea for us to go abhout with
our tails down, Tf it is neeessary to put
atiffness into the Government, by drugs or
otherwise, we must try to do it. Although I
have mentigoned these matters which mav
give us the neeessary optimism and spirit to
go on, with the will to suceved—hecause T
am convineed that if we are to suceced, half
the suceess will be due to the tone and
spvrit with which we go nbout our work—
there are other matters which require close
attention. I know what I speak of, When
I talk about sherp increasing in value, T
know that, with the help of our refrigerating
works, they will inerrase in value. When we
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speak of the value of meat we know that
meat must be of value. The world to-day
i3 meat hungry. It is starving for meat. It
is cold for the want of woollen goods. These
are esseutials. To show how scarce in
Europe eattle and sheep are I would inform
the House that there is a shortage there of
no less than 28 millions of eattle, 54 mil-
lions of sheep, and 32 millions of pigs. The
world's market for some years will be gond
for all the meat that Australia can possibly
produce.

Mr. Harrison. That is absclutely correet.

Mr. MONEY: The world’s market will be
good for all the wool that Australia can pro-
dncee for some years. With a prospect like
this, if we had an ordinary business to deal
with, we should say that we had excellent
prospects andeed. A business producing as
mueh as Western Australin might well view
with pessimism the future it it was found
impossible to sell the goods that were
produced. Let us look at Western Ans-
tralin in the light of a business proposition
with markets like these hefore it. I say
that the prospects could not he better,
and that thev never have been hetter in the
history of Australin than they are to-day.
I would go further and say that the prospects
have mever been half so good as they are
now, The world’s markets are there for the
aale of all the produce that ecan be turned
out by Western Australia. Having investi-
gated our assets I say there is mo reason to
doubt the future, if we only go about our
business by means of proper methods. T
have seme good intelligence to give to the
House in reference to our coal production.
For some vears past it has been considered
that Collie eoal is not a good bunkering
conl and not fit for railway purpeses. Neees-
sity bas shown that it has met the resuire-
ments of most of our loenl railways. It has
been used for hunkering purposes for some
time past with the greatest success, The
best information that I can give to membery,
hnwever, is that it has heen shipped from
Western Australia ns a full eargn, and has
reached Mauritinus in excellent condition.
The boat conveying it topk 31 days to repch
its destination, snd we have just heavd that
the only difference in temperature hetween
that exiating nt the time the eoal went intn
the hold at the aouth-west port and its ar-
rival at Mauritius was ten degrees. T am
gure that the Minister for Works will v glad
to kuow that the efforts of the (Government
at the Collie roal port will not have been ir
vain, and that immediately these works nare
completed, which were promised hy the Gov-
ernmient in 1911 ax part of their polier, hut
the completion of which bas been delayed,
involving considerahle waste of mouey, there
is cvery prospeet of our petting the coul
bunkering trade for the whole of Anstralia,
ag this will be the last port of call for boats
going bome via the Cape. This will not only
mean increasing the value of the assets of
Western Aunstralin by converting Collie coal
into cash, but will inerease our railway re-
venue, and will be equal to bvilding two new
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ships to meet the shortage of shipping we
have to-day. This will also help in other
directions in getting our surplus food stuffs
away, which have already been accumulat-
ing too long. When I speak of two ships I
think I am within the mark. Ours is the
first and last port of cali for ships coming
from and going overseas, via South Afriea.
Every hoat that comes from the Eastern
States on its way to FEurope, via South
Africa, will be able to carry so much more
cargo by reason of the fact of its being
able to bunker coal from this State, and
if each boat can do this it is only
a matter of calenlation to show that this be-
comes a national and mot a local question,
There should, therefore, be no further delay
than can possibly be helped. I am glad to see
that this Sonth-West port is one of the public
works which i1t is the intention and policy of
the Government to go on with. I am satisfied
there will be no cause for regret if the work
is done immediately. We shall then be abie
to obtain a depth of water of from 30 to 33

feet, which will enmable any bhoat of
any gize coming to Australia to call
there and get its conl. That in itself

is a patural increase of our assets. There
are other minor matters in which we might
all agsist if we would, I think we are sufier-
ing to-day from a lack of co-ordination
amongst the varjious Government departments.
I am speaking as much as possible in the ab-
stract when I say that in our publie depart-
ments we have sometimes one department re-
fusing to do something on the ground that
this is a matter affecting another depart-
ment, and vice versa. It ghould be rccognized
that our departments stand in much the same
ight to the people as our finances
stand to the State as a whole. We
must regard the finances as being the
total aggregate finances of Western Aus-
tralia for the moment. Similarly our Gov-
eraoment departments must regard themselves
as being in existence for the henefit of all
the people of Western Australia, not in their
own interests or in the interests of any of
their officers. I am also satisfied that there
is a great want of ecomomy in the adminis-
tration of our loeal affairs, and that there ie
too much centralisation. We should do very
much better if we could eplit up our Publie
Works Department info different distriets,
and have more local management of local
affairs.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: We already have dis-
triet ingpectors. What more do we want?

Mr. MONEY: Ag a rule the inspectors
come from Perth. This means delay, and
very often the work has to be inspected

again. We are suffering from foo much
eentralisation and should have more local
management.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You will increase the
eost considerably if you have offices in each
place.

Mr. MONEY: We have the offices there al-
ready in the shape of our roads board offices.
When I speak of loeal administration, I do
not mean an agent from the head office in
o country distriet. T mean that the people of
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the State must take more interest in their
local affairs, and that the roads boards must
have power, if necessary, to take a bigger
hand in the management and construction
of their own works, instead of paying 3¢ per
per eent. more than they shounld pay owing
to the system of administration from a cen-
tral body.

Hen, W. C. Angwin: I thought you were
talking about the Public Works Department.

Mr, MONEY: I is no good bringiog ideas
forward ip this Houvse if they are not going
to be taken any notice of. We have suffered
too much in the past from delays. The ob-
jeet of parliamentary reform is to avoid thia
parliamentary delay, and these delays in des-
patch of Government business and the bus-
iness of the country. T hope that some notice
may be taken of the speeches which have
been delivered on the Address-in-reply.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

House adjourned at 9.23 p.m.

Legislative HAssembly,
Tuesday, 17th Scplember, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

ELECTION RETURN—CLAREMOXNT,

The SPEAKER announced the return to the
writ issmed for the election of a member for
Claremont, showing that Mr. Thomas Doff had
been dnly elected.

Mr. Duff took and subscribed the oath, and
signed the roll.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ and °‘Papers
presented’’ see ‘“Votes and Procesdings.’’)]

BILL—INTERPRETATION,

Seeond Reading,

The ATTORXEY GENERAL (Houn. R. T.
Robinson—Canning) [4.43] in moving the see-
ond reading said: This Bill proposes to amend
the existing Interpretation Act of 1898 in two
particulars: firstly, in respect of the provision
in Section 11 of the existing Act that any by-
law or regulation shall continue to have the
force of law until disallowed by both Houses
of Parliament, and, secondly, in respect of the
absence in the existing Aet of any provision
for continuing o temporary Act during the
passage throngh Parliament of a Bill for econ-
tinuing such temporary Act. Opportunity has
been taken to re-enact the principal measure
and its amendments in consolidated and revised



